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lLiang kuan-yang, T'ang En-poa. [ormerly Reng Yu-~huang's
troops; previously a bendit, most of troops recruited
from bandits. Fascist organization in his troops, called
Political Committee. Organized a district committe,
propagandized that the KMT did not oppose the principle
of Red, would also divide land. Seized all the grain,
then announced that since Reds had destroyed all crops, °
KMT would feed people. This induced many peasants to
return. Ca’led mass meetings, and behind stage graves
already prepared. Then turned machine guns on them.
Mainly happened in Huang An, Cha Cheng & Lo An. Occurred
mostly in latter part 1933 & early 1934.

Girls from 13 to 18 raped in one place. Where? Over
400 peasants killed by machine guns in antdther. Soldier
found with skir stripped off him. Nose & ears cut off.

: Most officers in these armies are Fascists: graduate
VJLJLMAP:;:’—__;;‘gem?GQ military academy. Act on orders of Chiang
: Kai-shek, whose theory about a Svoviet area is that the
peasants areall Reds: population must be wiped out
completely & area repopulated.
Arrangements were made during these killings for
Wang Chun's troops to arrive & tell the masses that he
; ovposed these massacres. They therefore fled to Wang Chen's
! ; troops on on flank. Wang treated them well for a few days.
They then said that young men must go out to bring in
food from outside. When sent out never returned. Peasants
discovered a grave with over 90 bodies of young men &
realized they'd been killed. In the south of Chuang Cheng,
near border of To An, Ku Shih & Shuan Tung was scene of
most of this activity. In a place called I.i Chuan Tsu
in south of Lo An, the bodies were found in 1933,Decembeér.

History of O-Yu*Wan - Inverview with Hsu Hai-tung
Yu Wang Hsien
S August 26, 1936
Iy In Octover, 1 926, the Red Partisans in Hupeh area

numbered more than 100, (See Hsu's biography for beginnings)
Surrounded by 5nYing-chi, a KMT of the 12th army;
formerly under Feng Yu-hsiang, kxilled later in Tientsin
sith Chi Hung-chang.

Under this oporessure the vartisans withdrew with
60 = 70 men to Wi l.an Suan and the rest were left to
work with the peasants & th Red Spears. A cmmpany of
Jen Yung.chi's troops turned over to the Reds & brought
73 rifles. l.ed by a service officer; other officers
were killed. Red guard totalled over 120 rifles. With
this basis beg=#n organiration of the 1lth Workers &
Peasants Red Army, 31st Division R A. Three detachments
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were created, with 6 squads in each, every squad 6 men,
one po'itical commissar, one detachment commander and
one service officer - supvolies, commuications, etc - and
one special guard to eacd detachment. Each detachment called
a regiment. Thus reorganized they returned to border of
Huane An & Lo Shan, where Tien Tai Shan & Lao Chun Shan
are located & offered good cover. Partisan warfare &
work in the masses was successful; work w ith the Ted “pears
progressed. Main problem was arms.

Jen Ying Chi's troops were moved away in 1929, and
partisan warface enlarged. A comrade was sent to negotiate

with a local bandit leader; by chance 40 bandits were surroundeéd

and most of them killed. These bandits had been much hated
by the masses & they vraised Reds highly for distroying
them. Partisan warfare enlarged over six hsien & from

east to west estended about 500 1i, from north to south
about 600 1i. A fourth detachment was created. Every
detachment had 50 fifles and two pistols.

In April came Sha Tou-rin (a native of Ma Cheng)
and Hsu Yuan=ch'uan (native of Huang ¥Kan) two of most
relentless fighters against Red Partisans since they were
sons of landlords in the district & deeply hated the Reds.
At this surrounding the R A divided into sm2ll partisan
groups. By this time the regular R A had 4 regiments &

400 guns; another 100 guns had been given to the partisans.
Their activity extended from Pio han Ry. to bank of Yangste
River. In October the enemy withdrew because Trang Sheng-chih
was fighting Chiang Kai-shek near Hankow. The R A enlarged
here, fighting onl the min tuan, seizing new guns. A
comrade (Hsu—Yuan—chien) in the White troops held a
sussessful uprising & brought a company with him, equipped
with 93 rifles. About 200 guns were taken from the min tuan,
more were purchased outside. The 5th, 6th & 11lth detachments
were organized. Eyery detachment increased to a total cf

70 men. Rifles then totalled acout 600.

Hsu first wounded in 1928 by a Red Svear in the
backaide. Hsu pulled spear out & turned & shot the spearman.
These svears are about 10 feet long, with a point on foot
long, made of iron. Many troops much fear them in a battle;
worse than bayonets. But Hsu did not fear them, he was
as exvert marksman & could shoot a2 svear 30 meters distant.
In this battle29 Reds fighting about 1,000 Red Bpears
(Fung Chiang). To save ammunition didn't fire on them
till they were near:; Hsu was covering their retreat.

A vanguard struck him in the rear; Hsu turned & shot him;
others came to his rescue; they counter-attacked & defeated
the Svears. Then ran for 3 1li; aft rnwards Hsu was in bed
for two months. The 29 men all ki'led later on. Hsu h=d to
hide @n the mountain; his comrades disguised themselves as
w oodcutters. Red Svears pelieve themselves invulnerable
to bullets; at least their leaders do: they 2rs very wuruel
and supersiitious. Originally a revolutionary oregznizatioh,
in most places now degenerated into bandit secret societv.
In beginning Reds had no relations with them; the majority
supported the min tuanj; later in 1930 when the district
became iovietized, moc.t of former Red Spears joined the
Red Army. ‘ '
Second time he was wounded when in Huang Pi,

fighting one battalion of Sha Tou-yuns, with sixty

partisans, he received a bullet but continued to fight.
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There were no doctors; they only used a tea brewed
from the mulberry tree to cleanse their wounds.
In June, 1929, Hsu Hsiang-chien was sent by the
Central Committee accompanied by a political commissar
to the EHupeh Soviet. They had had contact with special
committees in Hupeh, Honan & Anhui, but Hsu was first
delegate to arrive from outside; prior to that the
Hsu R A had always sent its own delegates to Hankow
and Changhai. 1In 1930 concentrated the partisans
of Huang P'i, Huang An, Ma Ch'eng, Lo Shen, Kuang Shan
& Hsiao Kan and established the 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th
& 12th detachments of the R A. Commanding them was
the Hats of 31st Division, of which Hsu Hsiang-chien
commander-in-chief. After this moved to Ping-han
R-ilway & attacked Yen Cha Chai and there destroyed
two companies of Hsiao Chih-chu's army. Returned to
Soviet regions; pursued by Szechuan troops under
Kuo Ju-tung. Destroyed a regiment of his men in the
begninning of April. Captured 700 soldiers and rifles:
only 300 could be enlisted as Red soldiers; rest were
weak & opium smothers. After this success the various
detachments were formed into regular regiments.
I.i Tli-san now ordered an attack on Hua Yuan station,
Penghan Ry. There was a regiment & a battalion of
former T'ang Sheng-chih troops there, reorganized by
Chiang. These were completely destroyed by the Red
Army. I:. following weeks (after middle April) they
reorganized the 32nd & 33rd (Honan & Anhui resp)
Red divisons into the First Red Army. Fromerly the
three areas were not consolidated: now they connected
& the O-Yu -Wan Provincial Soviet was formed. Hsu Chi-shen
was sent from Shanghai and became commander of the First
Army. Esu Hsiang-chien became 31st Div. commander.
In Honan & Anhui the partisan groups had begun in much
the same way as in Fupeh; they were smaller than Hsu's
& kept in touch with him constantly. Up to formation
of O-Yu*wan Hsu Hai-tung had not operated directly in
Fuhuil & Honan, but had sent delegates to those areas &
given them guidance. In partisan engagements they wyppjg
moved bac< and forth through all three provinces, however, but
main field of activity was Hupeh.
After the attack on Fua Yuan & the consolidation
of all the forces, the 1lst Red Army numbered 10,000,
Development during the civil war ver rapid. (Peng Teh-huai
said if civil war h~d lasted another year R A could have
enlarged to 600,000 ). Reds next fought 45th Division
of Chiang Kai-shek, destroyed a brigade; in June captured
Lo Shan hsien city.
In October began the First Envelopment, at
same time 2s in Kiansi. O*Yu-Wan & Kiangsi then two
beiggest Red areas. O-°Yu-Wan wss called the 2nd Soviet
District. (Hsu did not know it was called "model Soviet
area" outside/. Perhaps it was so-called vecause of
nature of development from peasant struggle).
Hsu Chishen was commander during the First Extermination
campaign, but did not perform well. He was also
considered politically waverying; Central party removed
him. After his removal Kuan Chi-shun became c-in-c; sent by the
Central. Before the 1st Surrounding (these are called
Mei-chao in Chinese) Hsu was commander of 31st Division;
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shortly afterward a 6th Division was wreated &
Hsu Hai-tung was made commander of it, also c-in-c of
Hopeh Red armies. ‘
First surrounding began in October. The enemy

had nine divisions, the main forces being under
Chen Tao-yuan, now chief of staff to the Nanking
governmnet, and Chi Hung-chang, later assassinated
by Blue thirts in ‘ientsin. Reds attacked Ma Pu of
1o An & destroyed 5 regiments of Chen T'ao yuan. Again
attacked Tu S han in Lo An hsien and destroyed two
regiments of Chen Tao-Yuan. Chen was commander of the
l1st Route Anti-Red forces; Chiang Kai-shek c-in-c.
In December Reds attacked Shuang Cheng hsien in Honan
& destroyed tw regiments under Chi Hung-chane. This
ended the first surrounding.

Tsai Sheng-chi's 15th army (Red) came from
Tayeh (where had fought imperalists with Peng Ten-huai)
to the Soviet district of O-Yu*Wan. Brought with him
4,000 men. The 1lst Army & 15th Army together organized the
4th Front Army. Tsai's forces 4,000; together had about
24,000 men by now, all armed. Many small wars had
occurred =2nd in the destruction of White Armies (9 regiments
in 1st surrounding) many new recruits had been added. Kuan
Chi-shen arrived in January, 1931. In February he was made

; £

c-in-c of 4th Front Army. In May Hsu Hsiangechien became
c-in-c, Kuan having been removed by the CenTral comuittee.
Kuan's errors consisted in his inability to win support
from the rank & file; he had some militaristic habits;
he hesitated too frequently, lacked decision of command;
at time he did not follow the party's instructions.

The second campaign began in February. Chi Fung-chang
commanded the main forces. Yo Wei-chun was a supplementary
commander: also Chen T'ao-yuan & others. Altogether 10 divisons.
In the very beginning the Red Army left th Soviet areas
& attacked Hsiao Kan hsien foughf with You Wei-chun,
captured him, & destroyed four of his resgiments. Two
divisons of ChiHung-chang were defeated on the border
of Kuang Shan & Huang An hsien.After these attacks
Chiang ¥ai-shek withdrew his offensive, especially
because in Kiangsi a great victory had been scored vs. Chiang
by the Zeds. In April fighting ceased and the R A rested.

In Tay the 4th Front Army began an Eastern
offensive. Lo Tin hsien & Yin Shan cities were captured.
At Yin Shan another regiment of Chen Tao yuan was
destroyed. (Sh=zo mien - destroy). Red Army has three
"noughts; if cannot seize rifles, they must not richt;
if they cannot be sure of victory, they mus not fight;
if they foresee a long engagement, they must not fight.
If these taboos are observed, R A need suffer no defeats;
can retreat from any disadvantageous situation. During
all this time the KMT never ''destroye " a Red regiment,
not even a company. The only great loss suffered was
in Aucust, 1931, when the R A fought Hsu Yan-chien,
and suffered 400 ki’led and wounded. Hsu had one
brigade, 3 regs, at Ho Shan hsienj; occurred during
Bastern campaign. If Reds captured fewer rifles than
men woundedit was considered a loss; otherwise a
victory. Red high commanders went to front line.

Red killed ¢ wounded together in First ¢ 2nd campaigns
did not exceed total of 1,200 men.
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On Eastern campaign R A moved from Yin Shan
to Shao Chin Ho and annihilated Kuo Ju-tung's
2nd Division. He escaped with only 14 or 15 men,
fleeing across the river in a boat. Occurred in July.
In the beginning of August occurred the battle with
Hsu Yang-chien. During this eastern attack the R 2
destroyedll KMT regiments. At the end of the campaign
over 10 hsien werée in Soviet control.

In Nov %gptured Huang An hsien city &
destroyed a wholegglvision under Chao Kuan-ying, of Chiang
Kai=shek & captured Bhao himself. Regular Red Army
then numbered six divisions, about 40,000 men. Hsu was in
command of partisan warfare at this time & enlarging
the R A.

Political conditions . Land h~d been divided.
Cooperatives had been established. New techniques in
agriculture had been introduced. Socizally @y progress
had been made among women. Bound feet had disappeared;
those who had them now wore long shoes. Mass meetings
drew from 30 to 40,000. Lenin schools were established
throughout the district. Higher primary schools, middle
primary and lower primar: were estensive. Party activity
among the masses was very successful. The Soviet govt:
provincial and districts (one each for Honan, #nhi, FHopeh).
Chang Kuo-tao was chairman of the military committee &
sdc of the party. Provincial govt was established in May 1930.

Division of land was same as in Kiangsi. landlords
were deprived of pol. rights, and given labor to do.
Not killed unless actively led armed countervrolitionary
activity. Some became useful citizens later on. Hsu was
not in organizational work, he does not know how many coops
there were; they existed in most districts, and in nearly
every big village. materially this S district was very
good: had gcod communications on every sidej; rivers on
thr:e sides, and railway on one. Coops had goods in
vlenty; everything the peasants needed. Had separate
financial system: coppers, subsidiary coins, 2and
silver dollars. Had captured a mint at Hsin Chi and
another at Ma Pu. In Hsin Chi 100 workers; in Ma Pu
about 50 workers. Zoviet paper money also circulated;
no white paper used; lithographed paper. Govt industries
confined to textiles. Kilns & others were still in private
hands. Communications with outsie continued good. Exports
of rice, oil, peanut oil, linen thread and pottery
continued. ¥XMT could not prevent peasants from moving
goods. Not till the 5th campaign did KMT succeed in a
salt blockade, and then only partly.

Kao Chen-t'ing was chairman of the govt; he

is now commander of the 26th Army. Formerly Wang P'ins-chang
was chairman. Later he was killed, in 5th campaign. Wang
was in the army when he was killed at the frcnt. Tea &
silk were also producss of the area; it was generally rich.
Formerly under KMT control the landlords exported most of
crops to Hankow & there were frequent famines. Soviet
govt est-blished a plan & only surplus was exported.
there was no crisis afterward. The govt fixed a price of
$2 per tan (300 chin) in outside world it was %8. Hence
there was a good income for peasants & gov from exports.
Retailers from outside bpught in mainly salt and traded

for grain. Cooperatives derived chief income f
L rom
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confiscations, from tax on luxuries, from tax on
rich farmers & middle peasants.

The enemy in Dec. 1931 prepared for the 3rd
surrounding. The main force at this time was 16th Division
under Tang En-peu, Cheng Hah-ting, Chang Fang. This was
main route tut there were other lines of entry. In February
the enemy began to attack at Huang Chuan. Five regiments
of Tang's troops were destroyed, during the fighting in
Huang Chuan; two cof Chen Han-tung and one of Chang Fang.
Oyer 10,000 rifles were captured, over 100 machine guns
& many rounds of ammunition. Red killed only 70 & wounded
230. Enemy's losses were about 1100 killed & wounded. Most
of the troops were snimply captured & disarmed. Dead enemy
troops mostly killed by enemy's own mac ine guns when
they attempted to retreat. White troops politically
infliénced by the Red Army; besides the officers the
troops had no spirit- to fight. If there is a chance to
win the battle the soldiers fought; if not they simply
sat down with their rifles in front of them. They told the
Reds they would not fight for the KMT to the death & Reds
had a slogan that they would fire on no soldier who
laid down his pifle. .

The main battle in the 3rd offensive, in which
Rdss captured 10,000 rifles: caption in ®S
script for sketch of troop deployment.

When Reds attack the Whites they shout to them to
drop arms & join the Reds: sometims they reply. Often the
White soldiers simply stand up & hold out their arms
when Reds attack; frequently lower officers dress like
the tooops & prepare for capture. Reds release such
soldiers, p2ying trem %5 per man; they make good propagandists
when they return to the white districts.

After victory in Huang Chuan Reds immediately
moved on to Shuang hsien to meet Chen Yao-hun's troops
there. But hearing of defeat of his colleagues, Cheng fled
without a fizght. Chen's troops left %wo big guns there,
unable to carry them away in their flight. After this
victory the Third Campaign ceased.

Moving to Ku Shih the R A destroyed a regiment
of the enemy, but failed to cavture hsien cit . Regiment belonged
to Tai Peng-shan. Captured Sn Fo Tien on the Huai River,
a small port. Much govt salt was stored there, enough
to provide salt to the Soviet districts for one half
a year. Thousands of peasants volunteered to join the salt
brigade, carrying it back.

In A pril, 1932, began the 2nd East attack on Anhui.
A divison was sent to Chenyangkuan in (about) June & two
American missionaries were aptured in the town, in the
end of May. i‘hey were kept there till August of the same
year. Asked tne Americans to write a letter to the KMT
requesting the XKMT to release the Noulens, in return
for their own release. They wrote the letter, without
A T S _ : ___released.
esult. %na%U§8b mg%gcgﬁglslon moved away & the Americans were

o%uo%gg% mgreigners were ever killed by R A in this region.
Knew nothing of the Stams; is certair they were not illled by
any R A; may ha ve been Red Spears or some bandit group with
loose political connections with partisans.
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Later at Hsu Chia Pu and HEH\8¢£‘féi in Lo An hsien,

surrounded Chen Tao-yuan's troops in Anhui. Wang Chun
reinformed chen. War followed. Six regiments of Wang
Chun's troops destroyed & captured Lo Hih-tung, c-i-c.
Chen Tao-yuan's 8 regiments were destroyed. Captured two of
Chin Tao-yuan's brigade commanders, & regimental commanders.
Destroyed and disarmed 15 regiments altogether. Captured
20 to 30,000 rifles, pistols & arms, & over 30,000 white
soldiers.

This great victory occurred in April & May, 1932, 48
days; it was a war of surrounding. Reds also shot down
one Nanking plane which was sending food to the enemy.
Fere is a rough diagram of the situation. (p. 15 bk 17)

Red army crossed river and surrounded Hanpotu and
Suchaopu, where Chen Tiao-yuan had nine regiments.
Chiang kai-shek sent.Li Shih-ting & Wang Chun to reinforce
the besTeged troops. Airplanes were bombing and reconoitering
between Luan (Lo-an) and Suchaopu and Hanpotu, but failed
discover Red main forces, entranehced and camouflaged,
with one flank of both roads. When Li and Chen moved
to reinforce they were attacked by R A & destroyed with
results given above. Total Red forces @ 60,000 - 5
divisqns of 8th Army and one ind. divison, and partisans.
Hsu HsW@ng-chien commanderinchief. Red divisons then
numbered aoout 6 to 7,000 men. After defeat of Wang & Li
it became impossible for enemy to send any relief tc Chen
Mao-yuan's (then gov. of Qnhui) troops & they sub mitted
on 48th day. This was in the Second Offensive into A nhui.
Red casualties about 300 killed & wounded in Luan battles;
about 50-60 in surrounding. Chen Tao-yuan, having lost
26 regiments of 30 to the Reds, was withdrawn to become
chief of staff at Nanking.

After this the army turned to the West, to protect
the Soviet regiorns there, being invaded. This was in
June, 1932. Met Chang Fang in Huang Chuan and disarmed
his six regiments of T76th Divison as well as Sung Tien-tsai's
regiment.

A division was sent to Chi Kung Shan and in the
beginning of J,.1ly captured 13 foreigners. Chi Kung a summer resort.
8 of foreigners released immediately. Others released in
middle of July, 1932. These were the last foreigners captured;
since then Hsu- Hai-tung knows of no foreigners captured in
that area. These foreigners British, American, French,

Polish & were working there, students & travellers. Reds

gave them specail treatment, special food, sent special

b odyguards to protect & serve them. At this time the

4th campaign was aboirt to begin & the main Red forces returned
to Ma Ch'eng hsien. One KMT brigade defeated at Topushan

along the rouvte to Ma Ch'eng.

The Fourth Campaign rhad 23 Divisions as main
force, 11 divisions as supulementary force. Enemy advanced
along 4 main routes; two from Panghan Ry, one from Chinhpu Ry,
and one from Huang Chang. ng\main force came from the
Chinpu side, attacking Huang oi,To Shan, Ssiao ¥an, under
the direction of Wei LiphuaﬁT'The first contact occurred
on the Huang P'i-Huang8n border, with the 10th Division
of i Pr-an. The Red Force commanded by Hsu Hsian%sbhien.

this was a minor encounter.
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In the beginning of August occurred the main battle of
the Fourth Campaign, at a place called Chi Li Peng.
(diagram of battle) (p. 18 Bk 17)

Two or three days before the battle White & Red troops

both concentrated and approached the river. This was in
beginning of August. White army 63 regiments. Moved one
morning across the river (shallow stream, could be forded)
and began to attack Reds. Before main force had crossed
Reds counter-attacked & destroyed 6 regiments of enemy;
rest retreated to Ho K'ou. Reds used 5 divisions in attack
and kept only small force behind. Enemy reorganized army
in Hou k'ou for 20 days without activity. Red, killed &
wounded 2,000. Enemy, k & wounded 7 Or &,000. Captured
about 300 Whampou students, newly-trained Fascists of
Chiang Kai-shek.

In this war the Red army had conducted a campaign
telling every soldier that this was a wa r of life & death,
a fight to the finish, for their homes and their families.
Red soldiers went into battle wearing only trousers,
carrying rifle & bayonet & b elt of ammunition. Formerly
the Reds had not killed enemy troops retreating; here they
fought with deep hatred & many returned with bent bayvonets.
There were rice-fields on both sides of the river, ready
for harvest, but after this battle so great was the stench
that farmers unable to harvest. Most ~f Whampou Fascists were
released; about 40 or 50 were killed before they could be
sent to hats. Of the 240 brought to hdqts only 7 detained
and two killed. Five joined the 4th Front Army. Fascists
released partly to counteract Chiang Kai-shek's propaganda
that all Fascists of Whampou would be killed. (Actually
no Kampoa now; Nanking cadets of Naking Military Academy,
Chiang Kai#shek's, called "Gkamseu cadets"). Whka«wpog

The R A returned to Kuang Shan hsien and there was
a wa r with Hsu Yangpchuan, with Wei Li-wan commanding
officer. The Whites had 6 divisions, the Reds 5 divisions.
The White (KMT) troops were taking the offensive at a
town called Eu Shang Chai and th:z R A had built defense
works. Battle occurred in middle of August. In the
beginning the KMT troops spread out & there were small
contacts. On the 4th day the KMT trocops launched a
general attack. More ihites were killed at this voint
than in ordinary battles; about 6,000 altogether. About
two regiments were destroyed during the attack. The enemy
moved in with greater determination; experience at Ho¥X'ou
where Reds had fired on retreating troopsz had embittered
them. W hen the crest of the wave of attack had sub sided
the reds counter-attacked fiercely, and suffered loss of
over 1,000 dead. This was a great loss in Red reckoning &
enemy was still intact. The enemy withdrew, result indecisive.

The RA now moved to the West of Anhui to fight Hsu
Ting-yao & other KMT forces there. Arrived there, 7 divisons
were entrenched & waiting for battle. Reds refused it &
withdrew without fighting. Chang Kuo-tao now led the entire
4th Army, the 9th Army, and the 73rd divisdéon, about 60,000
men, to the west. Passed Yin Shan hsien To Tien hsien, Ma
Cheng hsien, Huang An hsien, to the O-Yu-Wan Soviet districts,
which now included about 20 hsien and 15 hsien cities. This
was maximum. Hsien at this time included Huang An, Fuazng Ching
Lo ™ien. Two divisions of the 25th army turned off to the

south to divert enemy advance &protect the withdrawal of the
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main Red forces to the Soviet districts. This occurred
in October 1932 (or '33?). Hsu.led the 25th Army.
In Oct. Hsu & Chang left O*Yu-Wan district for Szechuan.
The 25th Army went to Tai hu Lake & fought partisan
warfare ther=z, endeavoering to mmmﬁmmhmmhm attract the
main White force to follow them. In Nov. the 25th Army
memtmtmclitmmnmn returned to the Soviet districts; Chang
& Hsu Hsiang-ccien had already passed the Ping han Railway.
The Fourth compaign was still not concluded.
The 25th Army returned to N E Hupeh & destroyed
a brigade of Hsia Tou=yin and a brigade of Ma Hung-kuei.
Attacked from two different sides by the Whites, the
25th Army was unable to meet the enemy, with only 2
divisions. Principal hsien cities were reoccupied by
the KMT armies. .Y@
g ngntngg-@ggmg%%eghairman of Soviet
military comml%tée/OI -Yu-wan and theoretically had
pow er to take such a decision without consulting ¥iangsi.
It was accoding to plan that he should move out & conduct
war outside Red districts. Three divisions of Chiang Kai-:shek's
troops followed him, but after a short distance returned
to attack the Soviet districts. Chang Kuo-tao then on his
own initiative continued to Szechuan where created a new
Soviet area. "he O Yu-Wan Soviet by t is time was surrounded
by 100,000 troops. Later, in 5th campaign, it increased
to 400 to 500,000. There were 23 lst class divisions,
averaging nearly 20,000 men per unit.
(In 4th & 5th campaigns in O-Yu-Wan about 10,000
R.A. men killed & wounded. White losses k & wo unded
about 60,000. Hsu does not know how many citizens were
killed after whites came in)
The destruction of Ma Hung-kwei and Hsia Tou-yin
coincided witn the Red victory in Kiangsi. The battle
with Hsia was in Dec. 1932, in February, 1933. Ma Hyng-kuei,
Chiang Kai-shek then withdrew six divisons frem O-Vu-Wan.
Following this there was no more more serious fighting.
The White troops remained in occupation of the hsien for
two months. Liu Chun-hua, chairman of Honan, reinforced
the White troops with two divisions, in May and the
5th camvpaign began.
The enemy force now totalled 15 divisions
(Chiang had left seven divisions in occupation of the
cities of O Yu Wan). Red Army had only 2 divisions
totalling 19,000 men against 200,000 enemy. In this
campaign the enemy adopted fotification tactics & the Reds used
gurrilla tactics. Their main purpose was todrive away
Reds & if possible annihilate them and théér war base.
Tien Tai Shan ¢ Lao Chun Shon were surrounded by enemy
& R A had to retreat. White still held the place and
captured 6,000 men women and children from there. Only
300 returned. Mostly old men & a few sickly children.
They reported that the young women were first raped,
then sold outside. Hs;gher officers took them to Honan
to sell; lower otficers took them as their wives;
mintuan also annexed them as concubines. No young women
in O Yu Wan after arrival of Chiang's troops; under 30
very scarce. Liang Kuan-yung, T'ang A n-poa, Wang Chun,
Hsiu Tou-yin & suns *ien-tsai were mainly responsible for
these atrocities. Beautifu! ones were given to officers: other
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taken away and sold as prostitutes or workers. <‘hey
were treated as wives of bandits. Those with unbound feet
or bobbed hair were shotl Many fights occurred over
this distribution of women. The same method was used
in Kiangsi. “his was the officers' reward. Chians's
ammouncements 2bout prohibiting cfficers from receiving
bribes referred to this traffic in women, since Soviet
masses had no money with which to bribe Chiang's officers
(all of their wealth being in Soviet currency). WNevertheless,
even under the oppression of the enemy, the Soviet mass
remained loyal; none of them went to the enemy; their
determination was high; none joined the White troops.

It was during Fifth campaign that killings
began on a vast scale. By Dec. the Oyuvan district had
become a no man's land. There were no houses, no crops
planted, no women, no men, no children. Over a once
rich country was only grassland & wasteland. From east
to west 2300, s to n about 200 1i in Hupeh, Hvang An,
Ma Cheng, o Shan, Kuang Shan were the areas ehifly
depopulated in Hopeh-Fonan border. In To An, Ku Shih,
Ho Shan and Shan Ch'ang east to west over 300 1i, wouth
to west, 300 1i, in Anhui-Honan border rezion the same
conditions existed.

Fascist political workers told peasantry they
admired Red principles but opposed the Gaypayoo; also
practiced communism. At this time some Fascists slipped
into Gaypagoo & killed many people who were innocent.

The result, they saw 93 people in one grave near

Li Chia T2 Yuan, in Shan Chung hsien. In Huang A n hsien,

at Tzu Yun Chai the R A saw 17 girls dead, lying without

trousers, some with only one leg. They had fled to a

valley & were caught by KMT troops. Reds found them in

july; soldiers of 25th army called a meeting at this

and all wept. Later, in October, they found the shallow

grave of soldiers. Not long afterward, in Ma Chen they

found the body of 12 soldiers with skin stripved off to the waist,

their eyes gouged out & their noses & ears cut off. 1In

Ma Cheng & Huang An border in a place called O Kung Chai the

25th army came upon over 400 bodies of peasants, men &

women, who had been shot by machineguns, several days

after finding the women. This was done in the area where

mass was mostly memtmomenm determined, the best part

of the Soviet regions. White troops which surrounded

with 4 divisons & took out 6,000 peasants were: T'ang

En-pou, Chen Yao-hou, Shao Chich-chu and Hsia Tou-yin.

The troops responsible for the raped women & the 400

mudered peasants were Liang Kuan-yeng, Tang En-pou &

Chang Yin-chang. The 93 bodies were wang Chun's work.

When Reds reacned 400 dead about 20 still lived. Men & women,

old & young, were lying across each other. In some »nlaces

nearby the blood was several inches deep. Those still alive

were heavily wounded & given up for dezad. After this Fsu

called a meeting of the whole army & talked to them. *

Throughout the 9th campaign no wa rrior attempted to escape.

Of the 20 livins they had to leave in the hospital when

they retreated & when next they returned they found them

all killed. Where the 93 bodies were found there was a

great rise in the earth & the Reds dug unier it & found
them. The 20 wounded reported that when the R A retreated they
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were driven by the 4 division to that valley; the White army
occupied the 4 sides of the mountainj; did not come down to
the valley, simply used machine guns on the masses. Machine
guns continued for several hours. About a thousand killed
on mountainside besides.

Hsu's family killed in February, 1933, Huangpi
was then already in hands of the enemy. Chiang Kai-shek
issued a special order, executed by Hsia Chil- su, to
kill everyone even distantly related to him, altogether
five generations. Hsu's grandfathers and mothers, fathers
and brothers and sisters, cousins, his own brothers and
sisters, and their children, all killed. These totalled
66. Seven members of his family escaped. His fifth
brother escaped from lst arrest & told Fsu about it.
13 of his brothers and aunts and nephews were arrested
& moved to new hsien city. Li Hsiang hsien (a new hsien
KMT created after 4th campaign on the Huangan & Huang pi &
Loshan, Hsiao Kan and there they were killed; some shot,
some beheaded. Rest of family escaped to' the countryside,
but were captured by the landlords later on. Fifth brother,
two months later, also died from hea rt trouble. Mother
died a natural death. Hsu did not see either father or
mother after 1928. Mother died in 1930 & Hsu's sisters
came to ask him to return to weep at coffin. Hsu's
immediate relatives altogether 26 were killed by KMT.
27 more distant relatives were killed: old & young,
men & women. The only remaining 7 joined the Red Army.
Of those five have been killed. One is now w ith the
4th army; Hsu remains. A whole village was wiped out
in this way in Huang Pi. Other Red Army leaders families
were killed with almost eGual thorouginess. Generally
the peasant masses as a whole were regarded 2s bandits
& annihilated. "uring the 5th campaign the Red recion
was divided into several districts and each general was
responsible for destroying the Soviet population. Every
house had dead in it; under the bed, on the dloor,
in doorways. White soldiers afraid to go out alone at
night to wc, had to go in pairs; afraid of ghosts.
Even the dogs shrank away & were afraid. In the 5th
campaign the Reds did not need to send out spies to
descry the enemy's movements; they could see their
route of advance by the smoke of fires, buring of
villages & towns. Peasants fled to the hillsides
and built huts threj; later the troops went even there
& destroved these huts & as peasants fled to valleys
they were killed. O Yu Wan district more difficult to
destroy than Kiangsi because blockade could not be
made effective; hence killing of peasantry greater.

With their mass mase destroyed & their numbers
devleted, the 28th army was forced tc evacuate A4 Yu Wan
in August, 1934, & left with 5,000 men. 25ht army
concentrated in Hvang Shan-Kuang Shan border & defeated
two divisions of T.iu Chun-huan in Aug. 1933. Destroyved
four regiments é cavtured on regimental commander.
In September the Red Army moved to Anhui: after their
departure the killings & burnings were carried on on a
big scale. Whites could not win over masses. In November
due to the Fukien Incident, Wang Chen's two divisions
& those of Fang En-poa, moved away. The situation

improved. In January, 1934, war was renewed in Ysiang Cheng,
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Han Hsi hsien and a brig=ade was destroyed of Ho Lung-ming's
and the brigade commander captured, named Liu Shou-chun.
He was killed; he was at same time division command, Fo having
gone to Lo Shan to receive education. R A then continued
partisan warfare outside the Soviet areas.

Ho Chu-kuo & Wang I-che, Tungpei commanders,
now entered the field with six divisions. In February
wag in Lu-An and R A defeated T.iang Kuan-ting's brigade.
In March partisan warfare was fought in the N E of Eupeh
in O-Yu-Wan. One regiment of “ungpei troops destroyed.
In April RA moved to Lo Shan and defeated a brigade
of Hsiao Chih-chu & destroyed two battalions. (Hsiao is
a Chiang Kai-shek gen). In middle of April Hsiao Chih-chu,
Ho Chu-kuo & Wang I-chi began the surrounding of the R A
at Lo Shan. Several battles vs enemy 4 divisons and
R A destroyed 2 regiments. ILiu Chung-hua, chnirman of
Anhui, commander of bandit suppression reinforced by
2 divisions. RA moved to Anhui and in June captured
Tai Hu hsien; in middle of July received order from
c.c. to leave O Yu wan but keep small part of 25th R A
there. Because in this district no new troops can be
created, they were ordered to go to Shansi. The 28th
Army w ith 3,000 men, was created out of 8,000 men
remaning in 25th Army. Main 25th R A forces moved to Hmma
Shanpei.

After this moved to Kuang Shan & had a war in

Hu Shan Kai. 13 regiments were chasing them. Destroyed
a regimnet of Liu Chung-hua.

The above long story of citories with not a
single important defeat is explained by these facts:
Reds never fight when likelihood of defeat: they
followed tactics listed by Peng Teh-huai; they knew
perfectly the geography in which they fought; they did not
engage in positional warfare: they had a discipline that
no man could lost his rifle, better to lose his life.
In the 5th campaign there was no base in which to train
the white troops captured and they were mostly poop
material, needing long political training. R A was
several times surrounded, but always managed to
break through them. No White army could withstand them.
Very rarely. when the 25th Army left 2 company was
surrounded by 3 regiments & fought from a village all
day. At night they came out & broxe through enemy
lines with loss of only 7 men. Hsu himself believed
this company finished, & was surprised when they
rejoined mmem him.

Another very important reason why Reds cannot
be accused of burning cities etc: because most of
their battles are fought in open country, utilizing
geogranhical advantages, with few habitations or
buildings, whereas whites all fight from cities, using
them as base & then destroying them when they retreat.
Was not men but machines & stone forts which finally
drove Reds out of Kiangsi. Hsu believes they would :
///z;\gzini?ve been driven from O-Yu-Wan had Hsu Fsiang<c/, 1esm

3 remained; his own army did not want to leave
when it finally did, plenty of room to develop in
neighboring districts. Reds in O Yu Wan also fought
positional war several times with Whites; each time
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had very good defenses, and a minimum loss. Had slogan
"an enemy for a bullet. This bullet not made in munitions
factory but got by sacrifice of our brothers' own blood."
But advantages ate against Reds in positional war &
whenever possible it was avoided.

In RA every company or platoon commander during
battle has authority to give an order for changing a
position - to attack, to hold a position or withdraw or
maneuver. This is not true in W hite armies. It is onme
explanation of Red success. After battle every leader
(all co. commanders & higher are CPs) is held accountable
for his action & they are all discussed in meeting of
army which any soldier can attend. In battle company,
squad, platoon & battalion commanders lead attack.
Hsu himself often disguised self as peasant and goes
ahead of army, to observe enemy. When conditions are
right for attack he gives signal & leads army into
battle. In Shansi expedition he captured two battalion
commanders himself. In every war he goes to the front to
survey the geographical situation himself; does not
depend on the map. In every war, great or small, he
has been at the front of his troops. On March to
Shennan South Shensi, he was at end of the troops, with
a regiment, to cover march of army. His mule carried
10 or 15 men a day; whenever anyone stopped from sore
feet or wept from weariness Hsu stopped and talked to
him & comforted him & told him revolution is hard, but
we must fight if we want to live. Gave them riee on
his mule. Lost his two front teeith in Shansi because
turned on horse to inquire of a soldier whether he had been
hurt by his horse when it bbrushed past him.

Cf Hsu's enemies T'ang En-pou was most cruel, most
vpersistent. He conducted the main massacre of the Soviet
districts. Troops hated him most of all.

Soviets in South Shensi

25th army arrived in October, 1935 in South Shensi.
War with KMT army under Lu thih & here Hsu was wounded
in the head (overeye & out back of ear). Enemy de=d
600-700; wounded one regimental commander, killed one.
In 1935 reached Dan Tien hsien & fought Yang Ho-chien
in Kuo Pai-chun, where Liu Tzu tan previously defeated.
Destroyed two enemy reigments. In Feb war with another
brigade of Yangs H..-chen; defeated & destroyed it.
Returned to Kuo Pai =hun & fought another brigade of
Yang Ho-chen. Destroyed it in March and captured
brigade commander, Chang Han-min. He was released.
Yan Hochun was trying to carry out a surrounding of
his own of Red districts. In June the R A arrived at
San Yang, destroyed independent brigade belonging to
T'ang Chuns-chang of Yane Ho-chen & canured 2 brigade
commanders. Defeated his four brigades. In S. Shensi
ho~ to west 400, S to N 200 1i, 33nd already divided.
Soviet area now about that size. The leader there is
Cheng Wei-san provincial C P member. Li Tung-kwei and Cheng Shan-jei
military leader.miprexmkerm¥szmzmrnyeiminrmt
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Called Huveh-Honan-Shensi provincial border
Soviet & has Chu, hsiang and hsien governments.
The R A there when Hsu arriv ed about 1,000;
later & now, including partisans about 3,000; partisans
about 2,000, Yeographical condition good. Captured five
hsien cities; Soviets with divided land 4 hsien, partisans
2 hsien. Cheng formerly was political commissar to the
73rd Division of the 25th Army Corps, now 73rd Division
of the 15th Army Corps. Cheng ohly 23 years old, native
of Shang Cheng (Honan). A brave determined fellow,
peasant in origins, very bright. Cheng Wei-san is only
intellectual among the three; he was a middle school
student. Hsu's present 75th DJivision commander is only
21 years old.

In July 25th army moved to North Shensi via
Kansu. Captured Liang Tan, l/ei Shui, Ching An, Lung Teh,
and fought Ma Hung in Pingliang, defeated him & destroyed
his two regiments. In August arrived in Chin Chuan,
captured a regiment commander, Ma Ke-chi, then entered
North Shensi & met Liu Tsu-tan's troops reorganized into
the 15th army corps. In September occurred war at Lao Shan,
war with Wang I-choh. Destryoed whole division - 110th
& killed the division commander, Ho Li-chun. In middle
of September another war in Kan Chuan hsien. Destroyed
4 battlaions of 107th divisicn, captured regiment commander,
Kao Fu-yv=n. In October the Central Red Army entered
Shensi, together fought war of Chih Lo Chun in Lo Chun hsien
and destroyed entire 109th division, captured 106th regiment,
captured division commander, I.iu Yuan-feng, Chief of staff,
polTitical instructor, almost the whole division staff.
Liu later died; chief of staff & pol. commissar released;
both were Fascists. Nob ody belong NE army killed after
cacture. (Reds killed very few landlords in O Yu Wan aft r
lst campaisn's most of them fled. Tater returned as
guides of white Army & during 4, 5th camvaigns led the
slaughter).

Red army commanders are appointed by the
military committee on basis of party record, military
record, & army commander's recommendation. Army appoints
company Or celow; army corps appoints battalion; above
th=t mil. committee appoints.

25th Red Army dead in 4th & 5th campaigns

about 3,000. After Hsu Hsiang chien left. Total de-d
lu - 13,000,

Esu did not read Comm Manifesto till 1930.
Did not need to read it. When principles of Communism first
explained to him he knew this was the road he wanted
to follow. From childhood had had a deep cl=ass hatred
of rich. Wouvld not visit home of sister married to rich
family because he knew he would not be treated as equal.
Never zny interest of belief in religion. Rich sister's
family triei repeatedly to get him to come to visit them,
arrznged a great New Year's festival, especially invited
him, but thougzn very young & fond of lantern festivals
he would not go.

Esu says he has been somewhat handicapped in
warfare by lack of academic military instructiocn, but
this handicz2p only pronounced in planning major defense
and great strategy of battle. Hsu feels that he is
weak in planning campaign strategy; has difficulty



=15~
Book 17

analyzingboYer great space of time & distance. In
tacticaT wér%are he probably has no edual outside the
Red Army. He thinks this is generally true of all R A
commanders, most of whom peasants & workers. (Of Hsu's
three regimental commanders one is worker, other
peasant, both pure proletarians. He has greatest faith
in them; their courage é determination unequalled: matchless
skill in strat.gy. The knowledge of a war of class interests,
strong & loyal class conscousness in a warrior, more
important than technical training. Hsu 1dakes to call
himself a "coolie."

Interview of Chen&Tzu-hua

Yu Wang Hsien, Aug. 29, 1936

Ch?szu—hua, Po. Commissar of 15th Army Corps. Born

1904 in Fai HEsien Shansi. Originally named “Ssu. later
he was given to his mother's sister, who had no son.

His own femily were middle peasants & his father was a
merchant. His elder mvother was a doctor in the White
Army. 2nd brother also a merchant. His adopted parents
were poor and when his foster father died they had to
depend on an allowance from his grandmother. When 8

he entered classical school and found it very dull;

he succeeded in getting changed after two years to a
"modern" primary school. Graduated w hen 1? years old.
HEis family wanted to appsrentice him to a2 merchant, but
he objected; he entered a higher primary school.

A year later his family unable to suonort him and
insisted on his becoming a merchant. He hated this idea,
especizlly because he despised the treatment of
apprentices as servants in master's home. He was 13

and he ran away to Yuri=Lheng, where there was a free
school, including tuition and food, clothes & books.

He graduated from this sccool mhem in 1921 when he was
17. Borrowing from classmates he went to Taiyuanfu
where Kuo Min Shih Fan, a normal school, 2also free.

The master was Chao Tai-w@n, now chairman of Shansi:

one of his sons was a Teftist, put in jail by his
father 2nd died there; another in Yenching when student
movement began, his fathsr warned him he would send a
company of trcoozs to arrest him; son a Red: he left
school because believed his father meant it. Progressive
students at Shih-fan were dismissed if expressed any
liberal ideas; most students very poor)} afraid of
dismissal & did not act. In Chen:'s 4th year he led

his class to drive away chairman of his class in school.
Students in a body went to see Chao but he was out; talked
to Yen Esi-shan in stead. Yen was informed of his
expoitation, appropriating funds from food sunply,
decreased quality of the food; this was in 1925 & the
student movement w2s strong throug:iout the country.
Other chairman wanted to dismiss Cheng, but Chao

ordered dismissal of the teacher, for Yen had been
informed of his sins. Outside the Maiyman Student

Union was rising in @pposition to Yen's taxes & sent
letters to Kuo Min Shih Man, but Chao Tai-wen
suupressed them. Students became indignant on learning
this, student body rose up & drove chairmgn from the
school; about 30 altogether. Began by destroying
furniture in house of Yen's secretary; unsatisfied, they
held a meeting ¢ considered expelling all the
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chairmen; while this was going on, the chairmen climbed
over the w all. At this time Feng Yu-hsiang was fighting
Yen & near the city Yen, feating Feng would win student
support granted all student dem~nds, abolished chairmen-
ship system, & granted student government, with professors
on'y in adivisory capacity. Chao Tai-wen left and Chao Pei-lien
(now Ch. of Mongolian ¢ Tibetan Committee) became chairman.
There were over 1,000 students in the school. Cheng w=s
chairman of the student gov. FHe had been much influenced
by the May 4th Movement & he intended to join the Army
to fight the Japanese invaders. At this time he felt
already that there was no road for liberation except
revolution. He joined the C P while still in school,
in 1926. In the same year he left school and in December
went to Wuhan, to study in the military & political
academy of the Nationalist Govt. In February the split between
the KMT & CP beganj; the school wns reorganized; the students
became a regiment in Chang Fa-Kui's army. On Aug. 4, 1927,
the Regiment was moved to Chekiang, but on Aug. 1 had
occurred the Nanching Uprising. Chang F@-kuei, fearing
the regiment would join the Upristingl disarmed them; but
the men remained there, without arms. The C P orgznization
in the regiment assigned new work to the men. He returned
to Wuhan, was sent next to Canton ¢ from there to join
Yeh Tpnz & Fo Lung. By time he arrived at Hongkong
Yeh Tgng 2lre~dy defeated at Swatow & Chao Chou & Cheng
had no party connection. Joined the army of Li Chi'suan
& became a2 soldier there in the specisal battalion. The
company commander was a Shansi native & he appointed
Cheng as dispatch b earer. Later he became an army
clerk in Canton. Chang Fg-kueil now led the 4th Army to
Canton & Cheng's original regiment was there. At Shao Chou
they were again disarmed; most of them were students.
Chang FQ-kuei moved to West River ¢ prepared to attack
Kuangsi. On December 11, the students of his old
reciment called the Training Regiment, about 1,200
together with the workers & under party leadership,
also part of the gendarmes of the 4th army, staged the
Canton Uprising. (Regiment had been armed by Chang
to consococidate his rear) In a day the Uprising had
control of Canton. Chang F@-kuei returned immediately
and on Third Day counter-attacked. Kuangsi meanwhile
had becsun attack on Chang & ultimately he lost his bese
in Canton to Fuang Shao-snhun. Reds retreated through
Kuantung to Eai To Feng, where arrived one month later
¢ began the first soviet. Cheng joined in with his old
reglment during uprising. The special bottalion of
I.i Chai-sun had been moved to Fsiao Kuan, ¢ Cheng
escaped from it to join the Uprising..
Enemy's force atout 10,000. Uprising

altogetker only about 1,500. In 3 days captured
10,000 rifles. Huang & Chang Fa-kuei both in Canton
when Uprising occurred ¢ both fled to Shameen. The
troops in the city were Chang F@-"uei's and pnolice
under the mayor & chief of police. Hsuch Ying-pai was chief
of staff to Chang. The Mayor Chu Hui-erh Yeh Chen-ying
was chief of staff to the 4th a2rmy & much trusted: now chief
of staff to East Front Army. Fe became the chief of staff
of Uprising. Yeh Ting was the commander of Uprising.

Japanese mobilized 200 Japanese marines & landed in
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Canton but were driven back to Shameen. Over 10 were
wounded in Cheng's company by British gunboats
machine guns. In the Canton Soviet govt then
Chang T'ai-lei was, chairman & killed by counter-
revolution; Yeh Chen-ying; Peng Pai (who was in H.?) Hailofeng ?
Su Chao-cheng (died later of sickness). Uprising led by
the Canton C P. .

During Uprising there was no serious fighting.
Only one divisional hqt fought stubbornly for 5 hours.
Reds did not lose many men; neither did Whites. Most
of KMT officials fled; few were killed. Most of workers
joined the Uprising; all except Yellow Unions.
Chang Talgkuei 3 divisions returned immediately and
attacked the city; numbered over 10,000. About 10,000
workers had been armed; some cof them joined R A &
retreated with R 4 ; rest left behind were killed by
White troops or they hid arms. In the 3rd afternoon
one regiment of Chang's troops arrived in Canton &
was defeated by Uprising. The main army of Chang Fah-kuei
arrived next day. At night Reds had retreated. Cheng
does not know exactly how many were killed. People
were killed on basis of dress; all poorly clad on
wtreets were destroyed; those whose work in govt
offices good were killed because said but workers
were C Ps.

Along the road to Hailofeng the training regiment

changed name to Chinese workers é Peasants Army,
lst Division. In January reached Hailofeng & met 2nd
Division there. Under leadership of special committee
there they met to consider ways cf consolidating and

enlargine Soviet district there. After two months
strugsle enemy attacked them é& army turned to Hailai,
Chz2iyang, Pu ning. Captured Eui lai hsien city and
there received wound in left hand which crippled it.
After 2 month the Reds were attacked again. Reds turned
back to Hailofeng. This time Cheng stayed in a forest
on the mountain nursing his wcund, with 10 others.
After a2 month the Kuantung Provincial Committee ordered
them to return to Canton; they went en route to Swatow
and from there to Shanghai. Arrived in Shanghai with -
%4 and no party connection. Decided to return to Shansi
to make a connection there. Went to Nanking by ship,
while paying %1 to the servant as bribe, binding $3 to
his leg in order tc avoid detection.

Peng Pai returned to Shanghai. W=s arrested in
1928 and executed there. HaisI'¢sFeng was first soviet;
ranged over two hsien, S to N about 400, & to W about
300k to the sea. Both Haifgeng & Léz?eng were hsien
in hands of Reds. lLand divided & s.g. established,
with Peng Pai 2s chairman. He was nearly 30 years old.
He rad been a teacher; his family were great landlords
& he was a native of Hai Feng, Kuantung. Yeh Fing was
son of great landlord; married to rich overse=s Chinese.
Tater he left revolution and returned to Hongkong, where
he still lives. Was a young man in first class of Hampoa.
The rest of Hailofeng army stayed as partisans in the
district. RA defeated by Whites & fléd to seashore where
got a boat from the peasants who were sympathetic. Tater
Whites came & killed all peasants)] with slog=an: "Kill
every Red. If necessary kill 10 innocents to get one Red.



=] B
Book 17

By Pingpu Ry Cheng went in a troop train to
Hsuchow, arriving there with 31. He then walked along
the ry to Chengchow, doing 170 1i per day, and travelling
sometimes on rods of the car. Reaching fhansi he found
his old schoomhates either fled, arrested or killed & an
order issued for his arrest. He hdad in his grandmother's
hame: they sold some.old clothese for him & got together
$12 and he left Shansui. His destination Nanyang, Honan
but arriving there he found his relative already moved.
Feng Yu-hsiang's troops were there fighting Yo Wei chun
(later killed by Reds in O Y* Wan) and Cheng joined
them as he was b roke. Half a month later he met a
schoolmate who was staff officer to the battalion & he
helped him to promotion. These schoomates had also lost
connection with the party, but they organized themselves
& began work in the army. He became a platoon commander.
In 1929 when Gen. Yo Wei-chun moved to western
Hapu to fight Chang Fa-kuei three regiments were disarmed,
by Chang's trocops while crossing the river. His regiment
not disarmed; moved to northern Hopeh. Chiang Xai-s hek
now sent Whampoa students to replace old officers, and
this aroused resentment. In two regiments, 4th & 5th,
the C Ps led an uprising and joined Kiangsi Hupeh West
Soviet district. Cheng was in 6th Regiment, got no news of
this. Chiang XKai-shek moved his regiment to Ischang
on the Yangtse and appointed Chao Wan hsun new divisonal
comjander, «f the new lst Division. On the boat they were
disarmed & returned to Hankow. There reorganized with
other regiments not in uprising into the 15th Independent
Brigade. He was reappointed platoon commander. He was in
2nd regiment of the Independent B¥igade; comrades few.
Anong the soldiers remained the past influence. Therefore
when in Seotember, 1929, the Red Army attacked, near Tayeh
(part of Peng's troops, the 5th column) and Cheng's
regiment sent to attack them, there was a C P committee
in the brigade and on Dec. 14 Cheng led the 2nd battalion
uprising in the night. Two companies of the lst battalion also
joined the Soviet side. The others, 3rd and 2nd battalion,
sent to chase them: 9th company of 3rd battalion joined
the uprising an%r rightened the enemy withdrew all troops.
After Cheng joined the 5th column of the
5th Army. In March 1930, in the war attacking Suichange,
Kiangsi, 90 1i from Chekimang, he was agagin wounded, a
long bullet wound in the arm. In May Peng brought the
other 4 columns to meet with 5th column in eastern Hureh.
There they established the3rd Army Copps, orsanized the 5th
& 8th Army. In June he went to Shanghai to cure his
wound. In January 1931 went to the Central Sovieét district
& was appointed Regimental Commander in the 35th Red Army.
After the Third Surrounding th: army was reorganized as
the Independent Third Division & he was appointed
Division Commander.
In Decemb er 1931 occurred the Ningta Uprising.
After that he became nolitical com:i issar of a division of
the 5th Army Corps, a division newly organized from the
Ningta uprising: it was 4lst division. Half a year later,
in 1932, he was made commander of that division. lLater
transferred to newly organized 14th Division. In 1933,
November, he entered the Red Academy in Suichin.
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A month later sent out to become division commander
of 22 nd Division. Later appt. chief of staff to the
Kuantung-Kiangsi military district. In May, 1934, sent to
O Yu Wan Soviet district. Arrived there in July & after
a conference of the provincial committee there he was
appointed commander of the 25th Army, while Hsu was
Wice-commander. They mmmiammm moved out & to Shensi, and from
there on he was with Hsu.
( Yo Wei-chun originally a bandit leader in
north Shensi. In Tingsien, Anpien, Yen pien he
organized bandits intc the Ching Kuo Chun, or
Pacification Army, under Gen. Hu Chung-yi.
#hen Hu went to Honan to fight Chang Tso-lin.
Hu died; he became tuZfay of Honan. Fought
agaagigaggg gg—shan & We Pei-fu. Captured by
Yen. Again w88¢ to Shensi organized bandits
into an army, and joined Kuominchun of Feng
Yu-hsiang. He was c-in-c of South Route Army.
Later he rebelled against Wu Pei-fu. In Juominchun-
KMT war he was removed by Chiang-Kaishek. He was

40 or 50)

Cheng was wounded in Shansi campaign. Walking over
mt. holding his injured hand with other: a bullet entered
above wrist of old injury, pressed hand and bone of one
hand, entered palm of other & came out through wrist.
Cannot use hands naturally. Could not use at all for
two months. '

HSU HSTIANG-CHIEN biog. Told by Cheng Tzu-hua.

Hsu born in Wu Tai hsien, Shansi, about 40 years old.
(Wu Tai Yen Esi-shan's native place). Cheng met Hsu in
Wuhan. He was then commander of the political detachment.
Hsu very reserved: talked little. Hsu Eai-tung said he
hzd "northern habit" of talking very little. After
Wuhan he went to %:banghai, then to Canton, after
Nanchang Uprising. He was in Canton uprising, worked
in headguarters. A graduace of first class of Whampoa.
After Canton Uoprising went to Hail{eng, then to Shanghai.

Yu Wang Esien, August 20, '36

WANG SFQU-TAC, chairman, political dept. of the 15th

Army Corps. Born in L@ Yang, Honan, 1907, now 29 years

old. Family very poor peasants. He entered primary school when
he was nine years old, a school free of charge: students
had to furnish only clothes, books & food. Diligent in
studies; teachers liked him. Once he asked a teacher to
draw a picture for him and afterwards a landlord's son

asked for it and teacher gave it to him. Wang fought

with the student; later the teacher punished him for doing
so. He was much embittered by that esperience and he did
not forget it; from then on he was imbued with a bitter
hatred of lzndlords. He had to earn his own money to pay
for food & to get his he cut wood. The only wooded places
were owned by landlords & he had to steal wood from them,
aftem going on these expedition with his brother. One day
they were caught & his brother was imprisoned by a landlord.
He felt very depressed, and hopeless; life offered no wayv
for the poor. When he was 12 his family moved a distance of

100 1i & went to live with his uncle, the brother of his
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mother. Sent to become apprentice in a cirecraker

shop; half a year later he began to study in an old
Chinese school, with help of his uncle. The teacher

was a landlord named 1.i, a relative of his uncle.

There he worked & studied more than a year. Subsidized
and helped by Li he went to a higher primary school

& there became influenced by the May 4th Movement.
Organized the poor students in the school in a
brotherhood. With several friends he began a movement

in his village to start a night school, to oppose the

21 demands & oppose old Chinese teaching methods &

ideas; also organized a dramatic club to present plays.
Fis father, fearing that when he grew up his family

would be too poor to get him a wife, had engaced him

when very young. He was now 14 years old & his father
wanted him to marry.. He refused; he had acted in a

play as a girl victim of the arranged‘'marriage. When

he was 18 he entered Changsha Shu Yueh Middle School,
supported by Li & some family friends. Because his

family very poor & he hadn't enough money to eat with
other students in the school he ate outside in street
restaurants & borrowed money from other students.
Sometimes he was ashamed to borrow, sometimes he could
not. He got along by eating two meals a day. One night
feeling extremely hungry he went to the school restaurant
to steal some food & was discovered by the manager. He
felt both humiliated & indignant. He wrote an essay in
his notebook called, "On the way to EFuang Ton T.in"

(a sraveyard with wonderful trees, where he often played).
This essay described é contrasted the rich and poor
students & pointed out idleness of former & diligence

of latter without result. What can we do to change such

a social world? he exclaimed. *eacher found this in his
notebook; he was a liberal & helped Wang through the

next term. Next year he had concluded he could learn
nothing of practical use in the middle school; he entered
the government agricultural school, also a free school.
Here the tuition fee was very low, $8 per year, and he
was supported by the middle school teacher while he
studied there. A year é 6 months later the Changsha
students movement begsan against the Japanese who had
killed a Chinese warf worker in Changsha. He joined

the CY in one school and took part in the agitation.

This was about 1923. He wrote a manifesto attacking the
school government & authorities & he was expelled from
school. Returned to Lu Yang; there began to read the
New Youth. An article apvpeared describing the peasants

.. in Canton & this inspired him to organize peasant
groups in his own rural community & organize political
discussion groups. By then he understood the nature

of the class struggle, and he explained it to the
peasants. lLandlords objected & the nrovincial government
ordered his arrest. fie fled to Canton ¢ on the way stopped
in Shanghai. He used a flase silver dollar in Shanghai,
unknowingly, ¢ was arrested by the British police. He was
quite innocent, but police breated him roughly and fined
him 85 of his small sum, all borrowed from friends. This
introduction to foreign concessions filled him with hated
of them. In Canton he entred the peasant school organized
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by Mao Tse-tung; Peng Pai also a teacher there.
Here he joined the CP in 1925. Here he received
further instruction & learned fundamental principles
of land revolution. He returned to Honan and in
Changsha joined the KMT. He was also member of the
CP branch in Changsha. He went to southern Honan in
1926 & began work among the peasants in Chi Yang.
In 1927, due to the Shukoshang Mutiny fled from
Chi Yang to Tan Hu in south Honan & stayed with a
peasant family for nearly 5 months. Here he read the
Communist Manifesto, Essential of Capital. In the
winter of 1927 returned to his native town, 1M Yang &
led the peasant uprising there. Returned to LO Yang
& because peasants opposed taxes, opposed slaughter,
he organized them & formed a Lo Yang hsien committee
of whic h he was secretary. Peasants made three
attempts to capture LQ ¥’ang hsien city. Began to
confiscate the property of landlords & gentry. First time
had one pistol & about 20 men with him. Hatred of peasants
for this first landlord so intense that when they went to his
house & found him fled they burned his house. Small partisan
districts were organized throughout the hsien. In 1928
he was appointed secretary to the special committee of
Eonan-Hupeh-Kiangsi border district. The collective
cultivation system was practiced in Iu Yang & Peng Kiang;
they did not know how to begin land revolution, had no
experience. lLater received instructions from the party,
after Chinese C P 6th Congress. Divison of land then
began. Deveédpment in the Sowiet district accellerated.
In 1929 established the Soviet Gov of Hupeh-Hunan-Kiangsi,
special district, Wang a member of committee; he was then
22. In 1930 when Peng hual captured Changsha he was
sec. to the activities committee. l.ater he became chairman
of the Hunan Provincial Soviet. Li L.i-san was nominal
chairman but never arrived. Avpointed by Central to
conduct secret work. He & wife went to Changsha, to
Tong lin Shih to work among textile factories. Because
of destruction of provincial committee his wife was
arrested & killed by Ho Chien. Wang escaped to Shanghai.
Worked in party there till 1932 when he reentered Funan-
Kiangsi Soviet & began work in the C P as secretary. The
strug-le of the mass in this district was most enthusiastic.
In Chu Ting the cities occupied by Ho Chien's troons for
two yve~rs but the masses remained still sovietized outside;
when hsien colice went to country to collect taxes the
peasants beat them é drove them away; the l2ndlords also
could not collect rent.

In 1933 EHsiao Keh became the 6th R A Corps commander.
In 1934 Wanz went to the 2nd all-Soviet Congress: then
went ¢on the @mm long march to the north. sorked in the
pol dept. of the Military Committee until the Shansi
Esppetion - th: mkast attack. During the East attack
he was transferred to the 15th Army Corps.
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The pol. commissar is all powerful in the political
role of the army. Polit. dept. under direction of pol.
commissaon to carry the plans of pol commisar into effect.
Pol. dept also directs white army work.

In this collectization experiment the result was not

good. Attempted to consolidate all farms & share work
among peasants dividing crop at end of harvest. Peasants did
not respond to this; their demand was for land of their
own to cultivate each family for itself. The party
recognized this & altered its policy.

Wang thinks the collectivization in the future will
be possible. At present not necessary. When the Soviet is in
power over several ppovinces or a gre=t part of China &
its power is great enough this can be undertaken with
energy & confidence & moderation.

Nieh Ho-t'ung
Chief of stafff of the First Front Army.

Born Fuyan, Anhui, 1908. Family small landlords

during his grandfather's time. When he was born his family
had but 40 mou of land leif't, owed others $7-800, were middle
peasants. He entcred primary school at age of 7. Entered
Han Mei middle sccool of Huyuan, Anhui, a missionary school)
at 14. A year later he entered a normal school at Anching.
Two years later graduated. Was member of student government,
¢ student representative. Alrezdy some communist members
in the school & he was influenced by them. Fe read "A B C
of Communism" ' the "Leader" a left mag=zine. When he
was a member of student government there was a movement
vs. Tsao Kun, for bribing representatives @n the house
of representatives. Students of Anching surrounded
tuchun tomen & guards killed two students. An order issued
for Nieh's arrest. Fled to Nanchang and there entered
Fan wWen-nen (tachun of Kiangsi's military academy. Received
a letter from 2 school mate, leftist, introducing him in
Shanghai C P circles. After six months in Academy went to
Shanchai ¢ worked with Kuo Yu-hun, a C P leader in Shanghai.
After the May 30 Mcvement he was sent to Anching to work
in organizing students; also became teacher in private
middle school, where he worked a year & six months.
During this time returned once to Shanghai, & there
joined the party; then went back to Anchines & worked
there. It was 1925 or 26. ‘here were about 10 KMT
members there ¢ 3 communists; they cooperated & organized
the students. After he retired irom the school he
returned to Shanghai & the northern dive had already
begun. He was sent to Hofei, Anhui by the party. The
surrounding of Wuhan h=d begun; Nanchang already taken.
Anhui troops reinforced the front: the rear was empty.
In Hofei he got connection with the 6th middle schoog;
went there with another comrade from Shanghai. *hey
were introduced by the middle school to the west of
Anhui to the min tuan. There were 170 or 1€0 min tuan
& they had 110 rifles. A landlord's son in tris district
was a leftist, returned student from Japan. Through him
they made commection with the hsien guards in Hofei.
On the whole they had =bo~t 100 men. In August they
began an uprising & raised the KMT banner, occupied a
town. But because they rad no experience in the past,

the soldiers had not been peorganized, not educated,
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discipline very bad. After sezzing a town in Hofei hsien
they simply raised banner & did not develop. On the 3rd
day a battalion was sent from Hofei to attack them &

they were defeated. Hsien guard ... and only Nieh &

the Shanghai comrade were left. The two went together
farther west in Hofei. They had 12 coppers together.
After a day's travel they learned from the peasants that
Chiu Chiang (in ¥iangsi) had been captured, and Anhui
troops retreating. Dissuising themselves as defeated
Anhuites they wa lked along road back to Hofei. Both

of them went to take a bath in a H_fei bathroom &

there he met the guard commander who cooperated in
uprising. Next day to Shanghai & made connection with

C P. Wuhan still being surrounded by southern troops;

C P helved them into northern army. En route to Wuhan
they returned to Anching & collected 14 students. Fearing
inspection they disguised éhemselves. When they reached
Wucnang they found it already captured. Kao Yu-han had
preceded them. Nieh & other students joing the party
school; 2 weeks later he was again calléd to work in

the army. Worked as platoon commander of Yeh '‘ing's
Independent Regiment. Party organization there very

good. Wuchang captured. Mme Sun, “alen, Borodin,
inspected them. Before departure for Chingchow, on
northern drive. Returned to Hankow, when Shu Ko Shang
mutiny occurred. Yeh T'ing, wth one division & one
regiment defeated Shan Ton-ying.Chiang Kai shek

openly opposed the C P, Yeh ‘ing deécided attack Nanking.
In Wvhan the Lefist govt began the opvoosition to the
communists. Yeh Ting was ¢ i ¢ of all rev. forces
fighting Sh Ton Ying, the leader of the Shen Kon Shang
mutiny in Changsha. When troops moved to Kuangchow on

the road they held a mutiny outside of Nanchane.

Disarmed part of Cheng Fu~hsuin's trcops. In eceee

Nieh was platoon commander, later company commander

... wounded. 24th & 25th KMT divisoons had joined
uprising. After Eailfeng they went to South Kiangsi

gnd Lin Piac became commander of reorganizing

"first detachment'" & Nieh was his political commissar.
Chu Te Uing ¢ & Yeh Fen, vice commander. Discipline ...
Many CPs tried to induce party to return to Shanghai.

He was sent to Shanghai & then to Canton. Ee was in
training detaechment of Chang Teﬁ:hui's army & he joined
the ... Divisonal staff ofi'icer after peorganization of

R A following defeat in Kuangtuncgc. After short time
returned Shanghai, worked there nearly three years.

About 1929 - 30? was sent to Soviet districts.

Became resimental com:ander. Wounded in 2nd surrounding

& transferred to become chief of staff of 1ll1th division.
Tater ¢ of s of 12th army. In fighting Konchow a military
school estapblished which moves with army. With 1lst & 5th army
corps as basis. Participated iy attack on Changchou. During Sth
war he w=zs divisional c of s. After RA entered Kansu he was
app. Front Army hats, vice-commander. After east attack became
bureau he-d. Af'ter west attack became c of s to 1lst Front army hqta

Tnmarried
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August 26 - Yu Wang Hsien.

Left Yu Wang Pao at 7.30 after breakfast with
Peng, Li Fu-chen, Eaiteh, chief of staff and others.
Rode black pony presented by lst Division. #Hoad a level
one through a country bare of trees & human habitations.
Much farmland here has gone back to pasture. Grazing is good
& one sees herds of sheep, goats & cows. We passed a small
herd of gazelles on the way. Moving very wwiftly. Here I
first saw great patches of bunch grass in the northwest.
What population there is here is mostly Mohammedon, and
the buildings in wide courtyards have somehow a Moorish
aspect to them. The MOslems courtyards are swept clean
as parlor floors, making a contrast to the yards one
sees in Shansi, where men & beasts live alike and
under the same roof very often.

A platoon of mounted men weas sent to escort us
by Hsu Hai-tung & theé 15th Army Corps. They were not
regular chi-ping but rode little Mongolian ponies
small thatn the cavalry, but with rumps well filled out,
fast and lively. We rode quickly over the 70 1li, runring
the horses about half the way, which was level. Toward noon
Wang's cinchstrap broke & he took a nasty spill. His
pony bolted to Yu Wang Hsien. I rode the big black horse
captured from Ma Fung Peng's cavalry, one of about 100
taken in a _skirmish.

Ha¢r Teh with his shirt off, galloped his grey
pony racing with the escort to within 200 yards of
the welcome committee. Then saw it, had to turn
back to dress.

There was a welcome committee outside the city
cate, with a banner spanning the road, "Welcome the
American Internatioralist to Investigate the Soviet Regions."
A ' bugle corps played as we entered, quite a grand entry.
The walls of Yu Wang Hsien are massive & impressive; they
were dotted with people come to witness the arrival of
the foreizn devils. Many Mohammedans, with their white
skull caprs, were on the walls. A well-built and newly-
made MOslem temple stands Jjust outside the south gate;
beyond the north gate is another and there is a street
of shops between two pretty towers, in one of which
was a theatre at one time.

Inside the city the trooops of the
73, 75 & T78th divisions were lined on the streets by
companies, coming to attention for salute as we passed,
then singing songs and shouting slogans of welcome.
I felt like a generalissimo with his prick out. Battalion
& regimental flags were unfurled ¢ bugles rang in the
old city. Within the brick-faced walls the city itself was
small, with very few houses standing: Most of the buildings
were in ruins - old ruins, years old it seemed, and the
city look like a Greek ruin, with none of the nobility
of Greex architecture. Most of the buildings were
destroyed about 10 years ago, during the great Mohammddan
rebellion here. A new suburban town has grown up outside
the walls and here the magistrate's office was located.
The building was a pile of ruins, smoke-scarred & with
crunbling walls, destroyed by the magistrate before he
fled to the city and thence over the walls at night,
when the RA entered. .
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At the north end of the city we were met by
Hsu & his stafff, who escorted us to a three-storied tower
in the center of the city, where quarters were provided
for us. A bomb-proof shelter had been built underneath;
above it was a comfortable apartment of two rooms,
with a balcony over-locking the city. A splendid view of
the mountains could be had on every side; to the north
lay the city of Weichow, only 40 1li distant, where a
battalion of Ma Hung-kuei's cavalry is located &
ab out 500 min tuan. 25 1li to the northwest one could
see the Reds last pao lei or fort where there is a hot
spring, and then beyond it the pagoda of Weichow. We
stood in the city tower where the magistrate had formerly
lived and which Hsu had arranged very comfortable board
beds, well off the floor, had brought melons, apples,
sugar & coffee for us. The coffee had been presented
to him by some French missionaries in Anpien 2nd Tungpien.
We sat with his staff and talked till midnight. Hsu told
of the capture of this city two months ago. *here was
only a minor battle. The 15th army surrounded the city
for about 10 days. Inside were 1,000 min tuan and a
brigade of Ma Hung-kuei's cavalry. Reds made no attack
till one dark night. Then sent a company of men up a
ladder, who took up a position on the wall & covered
the arrival of the rest of Red troops. There was little
righting. Refore dawn the Reds had disarmed the min tuan
& surrounded the entire brigade of cavalry. Only one
Red was killed; seven wounded. The min tuan were given
a dollar each; the Moslems $2, and s ent on their way.
Some of the Moslems joined the R A. The magistrate &
brigade commander escaped by climning over the east
wall during the fight. All buildiig to the south of
city were destroyed by Ma Hung-k.

Avgust 27th, Yu Wang Hsien

Talked all mornirg with Hsu Fai-tuns, and then
afternoon till 5 o'clock, while he told the ~mazing and
unknown story of the development of the 4th Red Army in
Hupeh-Anhui-Honan- O Yu Wan. FHsu has over 7 wounds,
but despite these is lively as a child. Somethins
willful & impulsive and naive about him like a2 child
too; ke is a ocure proletarian leader, one of few in
RA. Has two teeth missing as result of a fall from
a horse é their deficiency, when he smiles, which is
often, increases the impression of childlike modesty,
eimplicity, bashfulness perhaps, about him. His figure
is slight but wiry & full of endurance & evidently very
strong; he is proud of his strength & his marksmanship.
Fe does not eat much seems likxe all R A mem to be
hardly azware of what he eats, he rises at 4 o'clock,
and works hard. His organizing ability is seen in the
condition of his army =nd the neatness, orderliness and
discipline of g'sitroops. A remarkable thing about R A
is that perhaps on?y revolutionary arg*ein which orier LU~
and cleanliness & respect for property Iully maintained.
The long history of strugesle it has built up am iron
discipline, passed over the stage of confusion & disorder
which features most revolutionary armies. Thus it is
almost inconceivable to anyone who has seen R A that

its entiry to a town should cause riot, looting, buming,
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R.A. itself kills no landlords, traitors or oppressors,
except officizls and Militarists. The masses themselves
under guidance of C P & Soviet govt, carry out whatever
ounishment is given such culprits.

At six o'clock a great mass meeting was called
outside the north gate, to "welcome the Internationalists."”
The stage was in a former theatre building facing a kind
of scuare formed by two rows of flat-roofed buildings on
each side; the opposite end of this open-air theatre wsas
closed by a tw-story temple. The square was already
densely packed with troops when we arrived, and there
was a "balcon" crowd on the roof's of adjoining bldgs,
making altogether perhaps 3,000 people. Some Moslems
were there 2lso. The lines of soldiers sat on bricks
carried by themselves and their bayonets sparkled in
the setting sun. There were banners strung across the
road and vosters in English welcoming us. One said,
"Welcome the American friends of Chinese peopel,
come to the Soviets on Excursion." Tne sentiments
of all were kind & comradely.

I was introduced & spoke on the world political
situation, and explained why I had come to Soviet China.
They seemed to like what I said; I was frequently
interruoted by slogan, and these were led by the
Political Commissar, Cheng Tzu-hua, a thin, frail
figure with nasty bullet wounds in both hands, that
have cripprled them, so that they look 2s if he hzd been
crucified.

The plays that followed, given by the C Ys of
the Wed Army Plagers, 15th Army, were the best acted
& most original I have seen. ... of the "International",
and I thought of the contrast with the "International"
of Peipins, a contrast of life & deatn, between a living
force & a dead one, a young & growing culture & an old,
disillusioned, spent & dese=sed one. Then there was a
play about Manchuria, a thing of severazl scenes, shwding
the development of =n uprising among the merchants in a
town there. First i$ showed the petty merchants gathered
under their umbrellas in a market place displaying their
wares & pe-scefully hawking them. Japanese soldiers
entered with 2 s trutting walk, and sampled the goods.
One walked over to a seller o1l beef & smelling it
decided it was good. He picked up a hunk & walked ofr
with it. When the merchant demanded his price the Jap
turned on him in great fury & lectured him on the benefi+ts
of Manchuxuo, how Japan had saved the Manchurians from the Reds.
"Chiang ¥Yail-shek knows this very well. Fe gave us all Manchuria
for nothing and yet you sit there & demand money from us
for your beef! YaVv He strikes himself and stalks off.
Cthers come in and maltreat the merchantz. At l=2st they
have nothings left. Finally someone enters & s=2ys the
VTolunteer Anti-Japanes. Army 1is coming. The merchants
shout excitedly, turn over their umbrellas & stools,
and shout, '"Join the Volunteersi" Downn with the
Japanese oporessors! Unite with the Red Army to destroy
imperialism!i" '

v’
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A Mohammedan playlet very well done showed a
propagandist of Ma Hung-kuel at work, warning the
Moslems of the approach of the Reds, telling them of ¢
their looting, killing, burhing & rapin@. Then the
R A enters & politely the men ask for 10od, lodging, etc,
but the Moslems have buried everything ¢ their women
& children are hiding. Thhy pretend they are deaf and
dumb. The Reds go into the fields & collect their crops,
bringing them back & again asking the price. They put
money on the table and walk off. The Moslem is
astonished & spe=zks to them. Ths next Reds who come
buy his provisons already taken out of hiding & pay him
what price he asks. Next scene shows Moslem women &
children returning; then there is a scene in which
Mosle/m peasants hold a meeting & decide to punish
Ma Hung®Kui's propagandist.

Sitting next to me through this was a former
Tungpel soldier & he enjoyed the play enormously,
especially about Manchuria. (I talked to him between
acts; he was from Heilinghidwange P and he fought
the Reds in an early war in S hansi, joing them during
the battle. Was it better here, I asked him. "Very
much bezter," re replied. RBut w hy, what was the
difference between R A and Whi:te Army? He gave me
half a dozen reasons, but first among them was that
the Reds were anti-Japanese; next, the officers lived
like the menj; then because the R A helped the pecople,
because it was a revolutionary army, because the food
was better, treatment better, because the people liked
men in the R A but despised the White armies.

Auvgust 29th - Yu Wang Hsien.

Spent the morning talking to Cheng {z#-hua,
political commiss=r of the First 2my Corps, whose
biograrhy apvears elsewhere here. In the afternoon we
rode over to Hung Cheng Shuie and there saw the
"front line." There were a few for*s, pao lei, on
points around the old city wall, a2 very ancient and
crumbling structure. There was a for: on a strategic
hill directly behind the town & the whole position was
garrisoned by the 81lst Division of the 15th Army Corvs.
Hsu Hai-tuns, Wang Shou-tao, Han Hsing-tzu, and
Fanz Shao-tung accompanied me. We visited the &1lst
Division Lenin Room & ate watermelons for an hour,

Hai Teh alone consuming no less than five. The place

is famous for its mineral spring and the water from

a small stream irrigates the finest gardens in the

hsien, all varities of vegetables and melons being

grown, as well as gracves, anples, pears and other fruits.

Late~ we went to the front fortifications and
looked down on Weichowj only about 20 1i distant,
where 500 cavalry of Ma Fung-kuei's are stationed.

We walked out beyond the limits of Red territory,
marked by some tarcet posts, and for a moment

wandered through the no man's land toward Weichow.

Not a shot was fired; on the walls of Weichow, through
the glasses, one could not even see a sentry. During
my stay in the Red regions so far I have heard only

3 shots fired; one accidentally, by a soldier who

gave me his gun to examine, the other by a soldier
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on the road who took a long shot at a gazelle, the
third a trench mortar fired so that I could
photogranh it.

The Reds have decided not to attack Weichow.
Although it could easily be taken, its population is
90% Mohammedan & R A does not wish to give Moslems
idea that it is warring on them. ‘here would be looting
and plundering during the fight by the W hite troops
& Reds inevitably would be accused ot it and the fact
made into more prop. by MaHungKuei. The Moslems in the
town themselves, about 500 families, are organizing
a movement to eject Ma Hong-kuei's troops, who are
living on them. An shien is leader & is now under
survellience. A policy of surrounding, of encompasing
the city with Red territory, is therefore being carried
out. It is expected that it will then submit, probably
with no fighting.

Returning to Yu Wang Hsien in the evening I
talked more with C. Wamg. He told me something about
Chu Teh's present wife. She is a peasant woman with
very large fest & hands, strong as a cow, stronger
than most Red soldiers, and she sometimes carried weak
ones on her back during the Ibng'Qarch, which she made
entirely on foot. She is an expert shot, and before her
marriag e commanded a partisan detachment herself; still
frequently goes to the front & fights with the soldiers.
She was married to Chu Teh at ChingKa hen; they have
no orfsoring. Chu's first Red wifeVYwasS captured at the
same place by the KMT. Her stomach was cut open, her
skin pulled away and her breasts sliced off, then her
body thrown back to the Reds. Chu Teh still has another
wife living outside, somewhere in Szechuan.

August 28th (should be before last)

This afternoon also I went to a political
discussion group of one company of the 75th Division,
nucleus of whick was Hsu's 25th Army. The content is
recorded in a notebook elsewhere. The subject was the

R A policy toward the Moslems & the discussion B
revealed 2 remarkable grasp of the fundamentals of
Commmnist policy toward minorities. No other army in
China could discuss with such intelligence and clarity
the prolitical Guestions here debated, z2round which
revolve some of the major political & ecnomic problems
of all China ¢ the Far East. *hat the men were not
hand-cicked but were rank & file, was clearly demonstrated
by the fact that they were chosen simply because it
hapvened to be their hour for political discussicn
that I picked. That their speeches & talk were not mere
memory work was also evidenced by the promptness &
clarity with which they answered questions I put to them.

Durins tuz morning I rad inspected the quartzrs of
the various reziments & companies & had found them one
and all neat, clean and habitable. They were more
crowded than in the First Army Corps, due to lack of
bldes. here. Although Yu Wang Hsien has an impressive
wall it has little else; evidently most of the inhabitants
were driven out to build it. There are few houses & the
ruins of those left standing are at least several years
old, vet I daresay if KMT troops recapture the place mm w e
will see moee stories of Red destruction & burhing, based
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on their ancient ruins, relics of the Han-Hul wars.
Today I also visited the Mohammed-in regiment of the
15th army & found it the neatest and cleanest cof all.

August 29 (cont'd)

News came tonight of the Uprising of 3,000 of
Ma Hung-kuei's troops, who have just joined the 2nd &
4th Red Armies, at ... in South Kans#. These men were
formerly in Sun T'ien-yeng's army in Suiyuan. After the
collapse of Feng Yu-hsiang's rebellion in 1933, Yen Hsi Shan
pursued Sun Tien-ying to the Bobi desert and there
Ma Hung-kuei's army disarmed them. He reincorporated
several thousand into his army, but so far has never
- trusted them. Instead of garrisoning them in the cities
he kept them in the villages & always north cf the
Yellow "iver. When Reds appeared in South Kansu Ma
had no troops to send to meet them except there. He
consulted his divisaonal cavalry commander, Li Tsuneg-yi,
about it & the c¢ c c assured him they were quite
reliable. He therefore added a reciment to the 2,000
original Sun Tien-ying forces & sent them to attack the
R A. As scon as the Reds were in the neighborhood
Li Psung-yi sent Chu Teh a message of allegiance & the
entire division was placed under his command. This is
the biggest single uprising of KMT troops since the
Ningtu af:rair; when over 20,000 went cver in one ,ight.
The towns now occupied by Sin Tien-ying's forces are
Lin Tso & Chang O, which are being held for the R A,
places which Ma ordered them to defend. Curiously enough
the local people here had the news of this uprising
several days ago, no one knows how, evidently through
the Ku Lao Hui, but the Red Army hdats would not credit
it until receiving the ab ove telegram directly from
Chu Teh' hdats. Other news received today told of
d¢apture of Wei Yuan & the surrounding of Lung Hsi
by the 4th front army.
Wang told me something of Ma Hungkuei's
marital life. He has five wives, the latest addition
to the harem being a Soochow University girl, for whom
he paid ¢50,000. The Tientsin ¢ Shanghai papers made
a bic story of this marriage & entered in some detail into
facts of Ma's private life. FHe had flown down from
Ninghsias specially to meet his new wife and t=ke her
home, & it made a gooa color story. It seem.d that a few
months earlier Ma had impocrted a VWestern-trained secretary,
through Nanking, to help him modernize his realm. This
secretary had sat for days with nothing to do, all his
conversations with Ma centering on the modern woman &
her superiority to the old-fashioned. Finally the
secretary h=2d got the idea & flew b=ck to Shanghai,
whe~e he collected a number of photograohs of possible
candidates. OI thece Ma chose one & the barcain was
made. After these stories had apperred Ma Hung-kuei
became annoyed & telegraphed to Chiang Xai-shek to
svporess these salacious papers. He sent a special
delegate to Nanking to urge a more rigid control of
licentious press. '
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On marriages, I also learned from Hai Teh that
Hsu F-t has a wife here. H T met ner in the hospital,
where he had tiffin. She is petit & a gocd comrade;
some embarrassment of Hsu makes him deny he is married,
evidently chiefly because he hss cone through no
formal ceremony with her. I jokingly told him he was
afraid his former wife would divorce him if the news
got out. Like Peng Teh-huan he would returr one day
to O yu Wan ¢ find an old newspaper in which his
wife had advertised that sie was no longer responsible
for him. He laughed very much at that, and said dryly
that he did not think she would spend that much money on him.

August 30 -

Bugles bevan sounding very ea rly this moring
about three I think, anyw=y long before dawn, and kept
blowing steadily till we left at 6.30. Byy that time
the main force of the 15th army was already on the road.
Only Hsu, Cheng, wkang & other memb ers of the staff
remained with us & left the city with the hdats guard.
How smoothly, how simply, the great army moves out of
the city! It is an excellent illustration of the
simplicity & yet thoroughness of R A organization, of
the splendid and systematic command with which it is
endowed. Yesterday afternoon I visited the main vart
of the army still in its barracks, not a thing moved,
the Lenin rooms still intact: this morning it is all
packed on the backs of mules & men on the road. The
degree of r esponsibility placed on the younger officers
& the rank and file was evident also from the fact that
Esu felt free to spvend the afternoon & evening with us;
cne would rot have suspected that here was a man in command of
€,000 troops, about to move westward 200 1li on 2 new
campaiszn. Plans for the march were completed days ago,
I was told:; every detail of the new territory had been
examined, the R A knew exactly where it would stay on
each d=y. For the past four days peasants moving back
and forth across nomansland had been detained by the
R A, to prevent news of the new movement leaking out.
Their advance, as later events showed, was wholly
unexpected.

We walkxed out across the grassy vlain that
morning in the rear guard of the army, and before us
as far as o e could see stretch a long serpentine
of men. A few 1li outside the city a signal was given
& the army suddenly left the road to disperse in
small groups for a vractice air-raid. Eyery soldier
suddenly nhefihmhhammma became another clump of grass
on the long treeless landscape. As you looked ahead
it seemed only that the grass clumps thickened near [,
the road. Af'ter 100 yards rou could not distinguish
men from the green fields, and only the pack animals
in the rear, which mizht h2ve been a large caravan
were visible. The cavalry was 2lready well in the
vanguard.

With this army I saw no camp followers except
a pack of 30 or more beautiful Kansu hounds who ran
closely bunched, ranging back & forth across the plain
in chase of an occasional distant gazelle or a hedgﬂog.
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They barked joyvously & scrapped with excellent humor,

and evidently liked the idea of going to war. Some of

the soldiers cazrried along pets of their own; one or

two had little white .. tied to a string; another had

a pet slate-colored pigeon perched in the saddle of his mule.
At a mud fort on the road, whicc looked quite

lixe tne outposts of Arabia one thinks of the connection

with the Foreign Legion. I told Hsu & the staff goodbye.

Wh=t a deesly human fellow he is. W_lked hand in hand

with me for the last mile, talking about the army, his

own army & the condition of the men. Twice he asked me, e

"Can't you give us some advice on how to improve? We are

only ignorant peasants you know & you come from the outside

world, of which we know practically nothing." He said he

hoped more Americzns would come to see the Red Army or

work with it; he asked me tc come back againj; he repeatedly

asked this. It seem=d to me that there were really tears

in his eyes w rhen he told me goodbye. "We will meet again,"

he said. "Certainly we will m=et again." He gave me a

black snuff bottle before we lert, apologized because he

had nothing better, gadd that the men of the 15th army

wished me to have it so that I would not forget them.

It had once belonged to a Mongol prince & was famous

throughout the district among the peasants.

I returned with Fu, Hai Teh & Wang & we gallo.ped most
of the wav. I h-d a splendid little Mongol rony, a "gifit"
of Ma Hung-pens to the 15th army. We covered the 50 1i
in 2% hours and by 2 o'clock were back in Yu Wang Pao,
where we found the lst army corps already moving.

For an hovr ~r more I stood under the great
stone gate of the city, beside the half-demolished wall
(one kind of "destruction" really done by the Reds, for
military reasons) watching the First Army Corps devart
for new territory, cn toward Hai Yuan, some 200 1i distant.
The long caravan cof men ¢ animals stretched out over 4 or
5 1li. Everything had its place and there seemed to be
every necessary of a grezt army, although many ofthese
necessaries were improvisations. The arms were first
class in every respect: latest type Uerman and Czecho-
slovacian rifles, British automatic rifles, machine guns,
Mausers, artillery batteries & shells well-kept & covere
in their canvas caves. But the smaller articles were less
unifrom & showed more insenuitv: camp stoves made of oil
cans. kettles, buckets, etc, 2lso made of them, vots &
vans likewise. The plzyers went by witk their vpcrtable
N sraring a mule between them, 2nd singing. they
carried 2 grama hone with them & some records; prizes
of a war with Kao Kuei-tsu. In Ho I.ien Wan also was
a gramavhhne with one French record, the Marsellaise on
one side # a ... song on the other. Another record w=as
a French comedy sonz,one of those laughing thines, and the
roomful of Reds was in tears when it h=2d been played, and
holding their sides. +‘his was proudly brought to our
room in the lLenin Corner and we were entertained with
Chinese opera singing. The Shao Kuei's sto-d around in
greast awe and bewilderment staring at the machine.

Even the voluble Lu, our bodyguard (Tu Ming ™'ien) was silenced.
Fe finally decided the noise c~me from a wire attached to
the machine somewhere, but he cruld not find the wire.
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This evening we had dinner with Peng & Nieh, his
chief of staff, and Liu Hsia® of his political devartment.
Together we consumed several watermellons & talked of the
problem of a lao-pou for Peng. Here a wife is not called
tai-tai or fu-jin, but lao-poa. Peng said that he had never
had time for a wife & had less now. Anyway there was no
woman who could live as he lived. We vointed to his growing
stomach and doubted it. Peng is the nearest to a fat man
the Red Army boasts. But is not really fat at all but well
filled out. Chu Teh, he claims, is fatter than himself,
or was before they part<d in the Man-tzu regions. He is
also about Peng's height, which is a coup’e of inches
shorter than myself.

Peng wanted especially to send the greetings

of the R A to Lu Hsun, Mao Tun & Suzie. He said to tell
I, ¥ that the whole RA read his letdéer & deeply loved him
for it; that they would have answered except that
communications were very bad. They would welcome Lu Hsun
& Mao Tun in the Red regions: believed it very important
for trem to come here & write & help raise the cultural
level in the Red regions. The effect on the intelligentsia
outside would also be very great, he thought. Peng sent
breetings to A.S. also & a promise of a warm welcome if
she would come to the Red regions, likewise to ShihLao-po.
Peng, speaking of culture,said he beliewed that a great
art could not develop.during a rev. period, but only after it.

Sept 8 - Ckang Chia Chia
We left Yu Wang Pao this morning at 6 o'clock.

Bugles sounded from atout three, as the remainder of the
l1st Army Corps moved westward. By five O'clock the Fdats
guzrd, 500 men, inc uding cavalry, was ready & waiting
outside Peng's hdqts. Peng made all his preparations to
leave in an hour. This consisted chiefly in packing his
belongings into two tin boxes - clothes, maps, telephone
& batteries, and was ready for the road. ve had breakfast
together, hadlast farewells é as we laughed & talked & ate
melons Peng mentioned casually that 1lst corps expected
a battle today, and left the town together, Peng to the
west, I to the south. lLast night, after a2 hard day's
ride, I was up till one o'clock taking down Nieh's
biography. Wang stayed up till three finishing the translzation
of Mao's interview.

In a talk yesterday with Liu Hsiao I learned of the
election here two days ago of a Mohammedan Independent
government. This is the first of its kind creat ed in
Ninghsia & Liu & Peng were very happyv about it. Over 300
delegates attended, representing the Moslem villages of
Yu Wang hsien, and elected by Moslem village govts, created
for the first time under the Scviets. The meeting
represented the hsien revolutionary committee mass meeting
and on its agenda were three main topics: 1 - formation of
a county self-government, 2 - formation of an autonomous
Moslem army, 3 — formation of an anti-Japanese society.
Among the delegates were several mmm, one or two landlords,
and two middle school students (from Ninghsia) both sons of
landlords. The great majority were poor men, most of the
rich men & landlords having fled when the Reds arrived.
Elected tc the chairmanship was an old whiskered man,

long resvected in the community, a poor m2n and honest,
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a good Moslem, a beliver in Han-Hul cooperation. Committee

were elected for the formation of an autonomous army to

guard the new independent govt against counter-revolutionaries,
for the form=ztion of an anti-Japanese society, for the
formation of a Fan-Hui cooperative societv. The Moslem

govt is independient of the Sogiet government here, which

only supervises the Hans, but C P is advisor to it, &

Moslems army is trained by R A.

An important part of the business accomplished
at this historic meeting was the decision to execute
amlAnmmmm a KMT tax ocollector arrested by several of the
Moslem village governments & brought to the meeting for
trial. This fellow had collected taxes for old Ma Hung-kuei
before the Reds came; later, after their arrival, he
continued to collect taxes under the name of the Soviet
govt. This infuriated the villages & they protested to
Yu Wang Pao. hen they learned that R A was col'ecting
no taxes they immediately seized him and brought him to
the meeting. The chairman asked what should be done with ¥
him. "Boil him{ " "Burn him alive" "Cut him to pieces."
The crowd shouted. Dozcns cf mild looking whiskered old
men got up & demanded his death. When a vote was called
among the delegates not a single hand was raised against
the death penalty. He was promptly shot by the Moslem
partisans who had z2rrested him. This is the only execution
that occurred in Yu sang Pao while I was there.

Not only are the Moslems beginning to cooperate
with the Reds, but here for the first time the mg'g;% y
of the K& lLao Hui, an ancient and once natriotis society
of China, is being won over on the basis of the antis
Japanese united front. Only two months ago, when Reds
first came here, the K@ Lao Fui was still opposed to
R A & heloed the Whites, as min tuan, as spies, 2s
sabateurs, etc. Now that the society has b ecome open
and reorganized as anti-Jap force it is actively working
with th: revolution. Anti-Jap partisan groups are being
formed by it & trained bty RA to work in Suiuan, Kansu &
Shensi. Delegates ave also been sent to the White districts
to form partisan units there. IL.iu told me of a Ko Tao Hui
here who was given partisan work to do in the White districts.
Immediately after the meeting e went home and made preparations
to leave. In a few minutes he came out of his door & gave
his wife a few instructions & told Ler goodbye. "I won't
see you for at least two years,'" nhe said, "if then. You
can marry again if you like & you can sell our land.
You are a free woman. I have work to do for the country."
At this his wife broke into tears. He became very angry
and told her, "You don't appreciate how progressive T
am. This is what the Soviets have done for me. If you
were married to another man he would not treat you as
well. He would kill you before he left. I leave you a
free woman." This fellow had been working with the
Reds for only 2 months. There is no question that the
Reds have brousht hope, happiness, purpose in life &
not least an escave from dreary marriages & lonesome
wives to hundreds of men now in the army. Although the
married men in R A are small in percentage they are
most reliable, rarely get homesick & never aant to e
return to their wives. Wives also have found release
from dull husbands in the sa e way, urging them to
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join the R A, declaring they will disown them if
they do not, shaming them & humiliating them into the
front. At Yu Wang Hstn one of the plays presented
showed the method of sockl pressure used by the peasants
to enlist new troops from the married as well as
unmarried men. This is certainly in direct contract
with all Chinese teaching & beliefs in the White district, where
a marriage once made, especially among the peasantry
is virtually impossible to break, except with complete e
loss of dignity & social position to the man or woman
guilty of the crime.

Conversations with soldiers.

In Yu Wang Pao we walked around the wall one
morning & below the city opened up like a kettle from
which the 1id has been 1lifted. Moslem men & women in
their courtyards were doing domestic tasks: grinding
floor, sorting corn, etc. Moslem courtyards here
generally are spotless, swept clean several time a day.
In one corner is a stone stairway leading up to a
flat- roof where worship is performed. In every courtyard
also is a2 house with very thick walls, some three or
four feet thick, with a roof of equnl depth, where the
family can retreat in time of w-r or riot. Moslem women
generally are clean, strong & handsome, w .ith natural
feet, though of the Han Moslems many women bind their
feet like the Chinese. Eere their cultural & economic
level is distinctly higher than the Chinese.

While walking around the wall I cam upon two
little buglers & we sat down & talked together. He was
14, had come clear from Kiangsi & had been in the R A for
4 years. His family lived near Changchow & when the R A
came there ne heard that it helped poor people & he went
to ask them to help his family. lLater on R A did go to
his district, his family was given land & three of his
brothers joined the army. They had been tenant farmers
before that, were heavily in debt, & rarely had enough
to eat. Every winter they cooked wood bark for soup.
He had no idea where his Prothers were now; when he
last saw them they were fighting with Fan Chih-min in
Fuxien. He said the peasants in Fukien had loved the
R A very much, 2s their R A. They h=d made "a thousand
then thoussnds of shoes" for the Reds with their own
hands. He asxed me acout the Japanese in Peiping. How
did they treat the Chinese in Manchuria? Was it true
that Japan h=d occupied North China? How z2bout youths
in my country? Was there a C.Y. there? A C.P.7 A R A %
He could nect understand why if there w=s a C P there
was no Red Army. What was the use of a C P w itrout
an army? I rkad no convincing answer for him. He had
askxed me about conditions there & he used my answers now to
debate with me. There were capitalists, great landlords,
heavy taxaticn, with the great mass of people serving
them, many farmers without land, wasn't it like China?
Why no Red Army?

Cne night in Yu Wang Pao also I talked with
several soldiers who had wandered in to watch the foreign
devil t=2ke a bath. They sat around perfectly at ease,
unlice pe=sants in the White world, as if thev don't

belonz: they knew this was their army, their city.

-
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Their land. Another soldier had come from
Chang-chow. He had been in a middle school there run
by Spanish priests. When the Reds had come over 50
middle school students hadlef't to join the army. All
of them, without exception, had remained, many were
in the 1lst Front Army, some in Pao An with the govt,
some with Chu Teh. In his school one of the professors
was a formosan, Tsai Chuan, today minister of interior.
Our guard on the day's trip from Yu Wang Pao
numbered 30 troops. Whenever the R A moves the min tuan
become active in the rear & Peng thought it advisable
to send an adequate escort with the forion devil. We
rode over a 70 1i trail across rounded mountains &
uninhabited plateau, miles & milss of it, without
seeing a living soul. It is splendid grazing country,
with fine tall grass, very thickly grown, but no one
farms the land & even the herds of sheep & goats one
sees elsewhere are here scar=ace. One sees frequent packs
of wild gazelles, beautiful in their swift flight,
gallop like warm dust couds over the horizon. Sometimes
thev completely encircle us from a distance of a mile
or more & then having satisfied their curiosity
trot off again.
Arrived in this A rabian-looking outpost
tonight we discovered that Peng's precautions about a
bodyguard were well advised. Bandits attacked a village
.20 1i from Hungteh chen two days ago & the news reached
here only tonight. More than 100 strong, with about 20
eifles, they attacked the village at daybreak. (Six killed,
about 10 wounded) Burned the place & decamved with 8 or 9
captured rifles. The village was occupied entirely by
Red partisans in training é only a dozen of them were
armed. The bandits attacked while it weas still dark,
killed the single sentry, set fire to the houses where
the troops were, and then shot them as they poured out,
blinded by the smoke. A number were burned to death.
Only 12 of the bandits were killed. Cf the armed Reds
five or six escaped. Lveryone else was killed. These
bands are composed chiefly of landlords, old leaders
of the Ku Lao Hui & former gentry of the cities, led
by KMT officers & paid by them. They engace a whole
army, =t present the 26th, and are 2s difficult for
the Reds to combat -s Hed partisans are for the KMT
troops in the White areas.
Sept 9th - Cheng Chia Wa
Heached here ez2rly in the afternoon, a
60 1i march. My pohy is exhausted, kaving been ridéen
for five days without a rest. The way led through
grassy meadows spotted with wild flowers, purple &
vcale green asters, some very largse & beautiful thistles
and a crimson flower darx as blood in the ereen hills.
Gazelles were still numerous a2nd overhe=2d the sky was
thick with eagles, enormous birds with a wing span
of four or five feet - or were they bustards? There
were many larks, red-winged blackbirds, magpies and
thrushes; the merdows thronged with birds. Ureat
clusters of pampas grass grew on the softly-rounded
hillsides that are so pleasant a contrast with the
ugly broken-uv landscape of Shensi. Here one saw
herds of three or four hundred sheep, go=ts & cows,
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and occasionally a herd of wild horses, very far in
the distance. High in the air we saw two great eagles
fighting over a carrion of some kind, tearing at
each other with their wide claws, striking the air
and their big wings fanning in fury.

We came upon a small Mohammedan village
tucked into a narrow valley & the only one seen all day
& there had our lunch. Fu & I sat under a tree overlooking
the broad plateau and watched the gazelles galloping hack
and forth across the distant ridges, hazy in the noon sun.
Fu told me something of his life. He comes from a hsien
in southern Hiangsi "where rice was so plentiful even
the poorest man ate it." You could buy several ton
for a dollar. Still his home was very poor. They were
always in debt, and perhaas even rice as a diet becomes
tiresome. Fu heard of a place called Ching Wan, in
central Kiangsi, only two-days from his home by the
steam launch which travelléd on the river nearby. He
went to the wharf often & asked the boatman about
Ching An. There were factories there, he heard,
electricity, and a hot bath house. i'or five tiao of cash
he could get there. So when Fu had 5 tiao of cash he
went. Arrived there he got a job in a weaving mill &
he liked it. Fe received more money than he had ever
Bad, and he had to svend it all; still he had a bath
occasionally in the hot bath house. He saw electric
lights, he tecame a worker, he even learned a few
characters. When the revolution came he was nopular
among the younger workers & he influenced them to
join the C Y. They understood that the revolution wes
against the landlords & the rich; that was enough. Fe
varticipated in strikes & other revolutionary activity:
he became known as a leader. After the counter-rev
scores of young people in Chians An were xilled by
the KMT under Chiang Kai-shek. Fu was arrested and
jailed. Oyer 500 of his fellow workers signed a
petition asking for his release & guaranteeing that
he was not a C P. This was published in the local
vaper. Eventually he was freed. In 1930 the R A came to
Ching An & captured it. At this time over 6,000 workers
joined the R A. For a month the factories were unde~
R A control. Salaries were quadrupled, every worker
was given a bonus (Fu got $30) and for says the R A
gave feasts of pork, mutton ¢ beef seized from the
landlords. There were pl=ays evary night, singing
till everyone w=s hoarse: it was a wonderful exrerience.
But not so wonderful for the landlords. Several hundred
were caotured when the Reds took the hsien & all were
killed, along with some White officers taken. They
were first invited to a feast a2nd given great quantities
of wine, traditional Chinese method of execution. fu
remembers that $80 or %90 worth of Kaoliang chou was
consumed. *his w's in 1930 & the Red Army w=ss still
dominated by the Li Li-san line & the Trotokyists, who
urced a ruthless indiscripinate w2r on the landlords ¢
capitalists, a reign of terror. Shortly afterward i
was deposed & the party line redically altered, close
to its cresent policy of moderation. It must be
remembered that the bitterness of the slaughter by

t
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the Whites in the counterrevolution was still fresh

in the minds of ~11 Communists & they were in no mood for
clemency to the usurer & landlord allies of Chiang
Kai-shek. Fu joined the R A at this time & has been

with it ever since. Has the polish & aplomb ~f 2

college grad; is entirely self-saught or R A taught,
clever, intelligent, able, good-humored, patient,
observant, & courageous. One would not believe he was

an illiterate factory worker four or five years ago.

On readhng this town tonight we found it
already occupied by abogt 400 soldiers of the Pao Wei Tui
or Peace Brigade, who were moving toward the front.

Other army units were mampmm returning to join their
divisions at the front. The little courtyard of the
landlord's home where we stayed was crowded with
mules, horses, camels, men & baggage. I slept on
boards in the courtyard with the crowd all the rooms
beéng taken both in the adjacent hospital & the main

house. One end of my bed rested on a box containing
tench mortar shells & I moved with greatest care.
I drew a crowd of onlookers as I ate, the Shad-Kuei's

finding me an amazing svectacle & never—ending source of

good-natured mirth. Most of these skeQ-xueis seemed to 3

come from Shansi, and h=d been recruited under all }JSlkp

sorts of queer conditions, some running out of their

homes to join, some joining after witnessing a R A

play, some simply following the great crowd of farmers

that wemrt in the wake of the R A. There was a lad

from Shanpei with a2 shaved forelock but long hair, a

muleteer. I asked him how he got in. He had a wife &

two children at home, a place near Mayapao & the

Soviet govt was looking after them; he had joined when

R A explained to him that they could give him land but

could not hold it for him unless he & many like him

fought to protect the revolution. Throughout dinner

a dirty-faced local boy, a watermelon seller, sat

thoroughly searching his clothes & occasionally a

pleased look came over his countenance. "What are you

lorking for," I asked him. "Lao Tse-tse," he replied,

"0ld fleas." This brought a roar from the Red soldiers

nearby at his colloduialism. "Join the R A ¢ get rid

of them," one said. "We have fleas but they aren't old

ones. We change our fleas every day, for we move to a

new place every day." They also jokxed with him about

his long »nigtail. "Is it a man or a woman?" they asked.

"Why don't you cut it off like a man." He took all

this good-naturedly, pleased to be imcluded in their talk.
A company of new arrivals came in at midnight,

assembled in the courtyard and woke everyvone up with a

song. "Bz Hao Chu I," the "&ight Disciplines'". Before

retiring the company commanier, a red-faced vou peasant,

cave them a lecture on the events of the day. ™wo of

the men it seemed had walked too far ahead of the rest

and been separated. ™he young commander expvlalned why

it was necessary for them to march closely together.

"Ting teh tao?" he asked them when he had finished &

they roared b=ck, "Ting tao liao!" "We understand.




—38-

Rook 17

Ho Lien Wan

September 10

It was an easy stage, following a river bed all day
with few hills & no mountains to cross for once. At noon
we stopped beside =2 landlord's home for '"hsiao mi".

There was an orcharg of pemches nearby & the troops helped
themselves. I asked them where were their ¢ disciplines?
They replied that it wasn't a lao pai-hsing's house but
a tu hao's, a landlords. During the halt I went up the
hill from beneath the tree where we rested and inspected
the condition of the hao. There were two women in rags
sitting on the kitchen floor, one feeding a baby at her
dirty breast, the other stoking the fire. Had they any
eggs, any corn, any vegetables, =2ny melons, any rice
for sale? "Nothing at all," they replied in a surly
tone, '"we are poor people, e have nothing." They wore
no ornaments of a2ny kind not even a bracelet or silver
which even the poorest women here, as in India, gener=lly
boast. Were they posing as poverty-striken farrers to
avoid confiscation by the feds, or were they really as
poor as they looked? The soldiers seemed to know.
"It is impossible," they say, '"to tell a landlord by the
clothes he wears." They immediately bury whatever
wealth they have when the Reds arrive & put on their
noorest garments. Most of them flee; those who remain
are usually the smaller landlords.

Further on the road .e stopred below another
farmyard & called up a hill, "Old brother, have you
any watermelons for sale?" "Plenty," came the friendly
reply, "rice ones znd large ones. Come up and see them."
We climbed the hill & the farmer's son went into the
field for melons. The old farmer had some teeth missing
& a genuine smile exposed them. How long had he been
there, I a2sked & how were conditicns. He had moved
here from Ninghsia 10 years before, when the Moslems
attacked the Hans. It was not as good as Ninghsia,
still he got along. "How do the Reds treat you?"
I =2sked. He smiled back with enthusiasm. "The Red Army,
eh? Now here is a poor m=n's army indeed. They pay for
what they eat. They act like men and they do not rob
us peasants. Tne Red Army is a2 good army. Nearby
two little children, quite naked, stared ¢ smiled
peashfully at the Yang Juei~tsu. A pretty girl, the
only sexuall:y attractive one I hsve ever seen with
bound feet, sat on a bench znd locked at me with frank
& unaverted eyes and then she blushed, I could not tell
why. The son returned from the field, we bought his
melon for 20 cents Sowet money, and ate it on the snot.
It was quite delicious and as it was a large one the
family shared it witn us. "Well, and what about
Ma Hung kuei?" asked Fu Chin-xuei. "You say the R A is
good today, I suppose you s2id the same thing to

Ma Hung-kuei's men before we drove them out, old brother."”
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The 0ld man jumped up in great indignation, spluttering
watermelon seeds between his gums. "Ai yai Al yal. Ai yal"
he cried, "Man Fung-kuei, ta Ma-ti Ma Hung-kuei! Taxing
us to death, taking our sons for his army, burning &

killing!" Evyeryone in the courtyard laughéd at the old
man's anger & I noticed that the girl had nice teeth.

The old man & the girl mmm walked down to the road with
us & somehow I went away reluctantly. It was not till I
left that the old fellow realized I was a fofeign devil.

When Fu asked him who I was he said, "Ta shih fu shih

Shanpei_~=?" Isn't he a Shanpei man?" t——————{::)
@ We reached Ho Lien Wan at about 4 & stopved
in at the provincial government headquarters to see (?Lua

I1.i Fu-chen & his wife, Tsai €mem. They were very glad

to see us, broke open an enormous watermelon & we feasted
& talked till dusk, when I rode on to Hei Chia Pu,

a village two 1i distant, where I stayed on my previous

visit.

"

Ho Lien Wan
September 12 (Hei Chia P'u)

L=st night while we were at Yang's we had a sudden
interruotion when a sentry rushed in & reported that he
had just seen a dozen mounted men riae across the ridge
of a mountain on the west of Hei Chda Pu. He susvected
they were min tuan. There was no road there used by
the rarmers, horsemen had appeared just at dusk & the
raids of a few days ago made it seem likely that they
were bandits preparing for a night attack. In a few
minutes Yane had sent out three detachments of men to
search the mountain. Fu & I armed ourselves & went with
one partyvy to the pl=2in back of the citv. We proceeded
cautiously for about 15 minutes & the men then scattered
in a corn field & took up a defensive position. There
we waited, till the skirmishing part; should renort.

In half =n hour a messenger came back to say that he

had found the horsemen (n a farm half w2y up the mountain.
They claimed to be farmers bringing back their animals
after selling their produce, and a search had produced no
weapons. Such a number of animals & men at such a place
however remained a suspicious fact & further Questioning
was proceeding. We returned to Hei Chia Pu é¢ had dinner

& my first rice in weeks. (Another battle won without

a shot fired)

While I was at Yang's today a toothless o0ld man
entered the courtyard of this former Moslem inn and he
wore a faded but clean & neat R A uvniform and a leather
apron. I asked who he was. Yang told me he was a mafu,
66 years old, who joined the R A in Shansi. I went over to
talz to him. Fe was very glad to tell me all about
himself. H5e had joined the Reds in Eung T'ung, =he said
and had never recretted it since. I asked him if he w-~s
in the city when the Reds came & he said yes. Fe was a
small merchant, a seller of pork, but it wes impossible
to do business under Yen Hsi-shan he s2id, they taxed
2 man's excrement. How did he get out of the city,
wasn't it filled with Yen"s troops & the gates closed.
"Yes," he said, "but during the day they opened the gates
for awhile & watching my chance I slipped out and went to
the Reds. "You are pretty old, they told me."

"Yes, I'm 66," I said, "but T can walk like a man of 20,
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I can shoot a gun, I can do the work of any man."

They told him to come along then and he marched all

the way back to Shensi & now to Kansu with them. He

was apologetic because he was not at the front, but

Be said "They think I am more useful her so I do

this houwse work.8 And how did he like the Red Army

by now. "The Red Army, eh? "And why shouldn't T like
it? It's our army, fighting for the poor against the
oppressed, it is a man's army. Of course I like it."

Fe pulled some notebooks from his pocket, carefully
wrapped in cloth, & displayed them. "See here," he said,
- "I already recognize two hurndred characters. Every day
the R A teaches me 4 new ones. I lived in Shansi for

66 years & no one ever taught me to write a character.
Is the Red Army good or isn't it." He pointed to the
rough script of his characters with intense pride &
read offf some newly inscribed phrases to me. Fis name
was Li & he wrote it for me with a flourish. He had two
daughters, both married; his own wife kad been dead for
some cye rs. 1 asked if he had considered marrying

ag2in & he replied that he was too busy now and with
that he went off to water his horses.

Another Shansi man, 43 years old, works here as
barber. Fe lives in a yao fang i» an orchard just behind
the Lenin room where we are staying. I ran into him one
evening as I walked through the place & we began talking.
He asked me if I wasn't an American. I told him I was &
asked where ne came from. "Ping Yang hsien, Shansi," he
replied. "I used to work for an American there in the
Christian hospital. He was a good man. a good man indeed."

He had been a Christian I asked why he had left there
and was <till onej he & he said because the R A had
worshipped once a week; come to Ping Yang.

nobody interfered with

him. The American doctor for whom he worked was named

I.i Jen & there were two other doctors in the hospital

there, one named Ho & the other Chien. They were all

three good men, they healed the poor without any charge

& they had never oppresseé him. "Li P2i T-ng," "House

of Worship," called out a se=o-Kuei from below, "Li fu, .‘_H_g,“w

1i ful - give us a2 hair cut." "I8i-la, lai-la, I'm
there" re called back. Thern why h=d he joirned the R A
I asked nim. "Why did I join eh? Because the R A is

a good army, it helps the poor & attacks the traitors,
it richts Japan & the rich men, 1t is our poor men's
army & we must fight for it." He apologized for his
work as a barber & oulled up his trousers to show me

a bad wound on his 'eg, from which he still limped,

and yahked up his short to show a2 new scar on his

bell:: where he had been wounded also. "These I got in
our battle tere ¢ they are not healed yet," he explained.
This was Cuia F-cnung & he was married; he did not

Kknow whether his wif'e knew where he was, but Ti Jen

and Ho & Chien, the American doctors, knew. He and two
others from the hospital had tal<ed to them about

their intention, when the R A neared Ping Yang.

"Dr. T.i did not oppose us. He told us to go ahead, that
thre R A w2s an honest army, not like the White armies,
and we should be glad tc fight for it." So the three
of them left the city just before the White troops
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arrived & Jjoined the Reds. L1 .Pai Tang asked me to
tell his friend Dr. Li if I ever saw him that he
was still well & alive, that he was happy in the
Red Army & that he would like to have his job back at
the hospital after the rewolution was victorious. He
had worked there four years in the pharmacy & he was
afraid any new man who came there would not understand
the job. I assured him I would let Dr. Ti know of his
where~bouts & bid him good bye.

Tonight we h=zd = delicious dinner, foreign style,
at Li Fu-chin's, prepared by Mme Li (Tsai Chang). Sung

( ) Jen-chjng, political director of the 28th army, h~d
just arrived from Tingpien & he ate with us. Fu, Li,
Ypng, Nieh Yung-chen's wife (he is pol director of
(é)’?ﬁe 1st Army Corps) was also there. She had arrived
from Tientsin .only a month ago, reached the front
i Tl iie hed he Aisr Hes Hukban
g 1 2 en her husban
for five years, and h~d b een working in the White
districts; a slim, boyish-looking girl with very fine
and sharply-marked features, bright, witty, mannish,
speaking a little English. She is now working with
Tsat Chang on the Women's committee ' work in the White
recions. Severzl other women comrades were tnere,
among them one girl of 26 from Fukien, who h=ad been
leader of a partisan detachment there under Fan Chiv-min.
Sre was ratker nice looking, large, solidly built,
bashful, 100% peasant. They told me she had once
carried two wounded soldiers herself back from the front
10 1i to a2 hospital; on the mammé s long march to
Bzechuan she walked all the w=sy & carried a eifle.
Now she is organizing peasant women here. Psai Ch2ang
jokingly introduced her to me as a "pei chi pao" -
a term used to describe a woman warrior. It me=ns
"vageina" apoarently & Tsai Chang's remark brought
out great laughter. FHer name was Li.
Tsai asked me to take a letter to m2il for her
in the White regions. It was addressed to her daughter,
now 14 years old, whom she has not seen for 5 years.
Present also was Yeh Meng, head of the asit-prop
bureau for Shan-Kai-Ning. He was formerly a writer,
has written short stories & a novel or two I believe,
and is a close friend of Tu Hsun. He as:ed me to take
a letter to him: he is writing a book on the Tong
March & is anxious to have L.H's opinion of it. If
he thinks it worthwhile he will ask TL.H. to write
an introduction for it when it is published. Many
Red leaders are now writing stories, essays or borks,
using the time between the Shansi camoaign, which
ended in 4pril, till now, for that purpose.

Division of land, crezanization of partisans
and development of Zoviets 2re proceeding here now
with greater speed & the area is rapidly being
consolidated as a Sov iet one. The most noticeable
defect is ecnomy: economically & culturally all S.D.

suffer a serious l=g.
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Ho Lien Wanng’/

Sept 35 44 5.

Rain for two days made the roads impassible &
I was obliged to spend this time in Ho Lien Wan.
I took a b2th, the first in four weeks & as a resuvlt
caught a sever cold. The little mud room in which we
are quartered has no doors nor windows 2and is full
of draughts; it is impossible to avaid catching colds
if one is susceptible, as I am. This one developed
into bronchitis, I had to stay in bed for two days;
the doctor came & g=ve me some medicine, which I did
not take. wWwhen I lett I still had some slight fever
and 2t Hung Teh Chen had chills all night and did not
sleep. Next day the sun came out at last, it was warm
again. I took off my shirt é rode all day like that
& at night felt better.

The min tuan who raided a village near

Hung Teh Chen returned to Anpien & there acquired
reinforcements, their number totall ng over 400, with
about 200 rifles. They began moving toward Ho ILien Wan,
evidently vreparing to attack it. Rut about 300 men of
the 2tttz Army meanwhile had moved to the north in
vursuit of the bandits who had attacked Hungteh cheng.
A pessant informed them of the movement of the bandits
& they prepared to attack them. Dividing into three
columns they left their main forces in the center, sent
two wings on each side to the rear of bandits, then
closed in & surrounded them. Oyer 200 rifles were seized
and 90 bandits killed. The rest dispersed, carrying with
them not more than 20 rifles. The battle lasted about an
hour & many Reds were wounded, 11 killed. This is the
biggest encounter the Reds heve had with any bandit
crol? in Hansu & practically liuduidates them. At Hoheinwan
they were ver)y jubilant at this news. A great recepticn
was prepared for the returning warriors, all troops, Y Cs, R
Eh iung Tuan being mobilized, together with partisans.
There was also a big delegation of farmers, carrying
their ... lances with little Red banners flying from
the spearheads. A']l these lined the roads along the
return route & cheered & sang to the warriors & brought
them refreshments - sickly tea & green fruit, all they
had, but smiles broke out over the faces of the weary
wAarriors, Ior they knew this greeting was w-rm and

heartfelt. T-1% Hs'wuo
"ol s2ng/seems overun with ekag kuei's =nd

wa was. The come from Shanpei & Shansi, mostly from
the latter. They are fat healthy-looking kids most of
them, wearings uniforms too big for them with sleeves
dra-ging to the ground ¢ coats hanging te their knees.
They wash their face & hands three times daily, they
clzim, but they are always dirty & their noses are
running & they are usually wiping them with their sleeves ¢
& grinning. Lthey oring our food, sweep the floors,
af er a fashion, make fires & rn errands. They like
life in the ? A, there's no doubt about it; they eat
well, trey have a blanket each, a uniform & a R A cap
with a broken bill. They are usu2lly homeless, former
arprentices, and of uncertain origin. They are always
cheerful, they reply "Eaol!" to every query,
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They are the most loyal and optimistic of Red Army
fighters, they are the incarnation of the spirit of
the army - the boundless energy, the endless stream of
yvouth, the eternalyope rising anew in China. These
kids are bright, clever, polite without any training
in etiquette, patient, unselfish, hard-wdrking, quick
to learn, but alas! mostly still illiterate.

Among these in Ho Eien Wan there was a good-looking
child they called the Chians Yang wu-wu. He wms 12 years
old, he had been an apprentice in Ching Ying when the
R A coame. He and four other apprentices climbed over
the wall to join the R A when it came. Why? FHe did not
know except that he hated his 'ife as an apprentice,
he had to weit on the mistress & empty the ma tungs,
and he heard that in the R A apprentices could learn
to read, could learn to jump, play ball, and shoot a
gun against the masters of apprentices. He had no
parents that he could remember; the R A Wad his father
& his mother. The Shansi wa-w=2 seemed really to love
me for some reason. He came to me frequently and put
his arm around me and smiled and asked me, "Ni yao shen-ma?"

Hung Teh Ch' eng

September 16

Arrived here late at night after a difficult day
crossing the valley river, now swollen by rains, nine times.
In some spots it could not be forded & we had to take the
high mountain road beside it, climbing perpendicularly
& descending zt once. One mule threw off his rider and loads
into the mud on cne bank. We lost a mule completely & a
mafu, the mule dumping his loads & turning tail back to
Ho tien Wan, & the mafu chasing him. 1 never sap either agnin.

Comrades welcomed us here 2nd we spent the night

in 2 sm21l house, newly built, which had belonged to a
landlord. It wzas mommmm obiously a landlord's house; it had
a wooden rocof, good pill=2rs & beams, several newly-latticed
windows & even some doors swinging between the rooms.
This miserzble worm of =z landlord had even provided
himself with the luxury of a table clock & this now
ticked onn faithfvlly in his p=2rlor, magnificently
furnished with two tables & sever=l unpainted wooden stools
& benches. I spent the nizht on 2a b ed made of wooden
doors laid over a counle of benches.

Lo Chia Yao Hsien

September 17 100 1i

Leaving at 5 o'clock this morning we rode all day,
with only an hour's halt at noon, and reached this staion
just at dusk. It is the longest & most difficult stage
of the trip, essily 40 miles. I felt very tired znd
still had a slight fever. I went to bed at once in the
cave provided for us. Part of the front had fallen in
and there was a big hole just above.the doorway, where
the wind roared in. It began to rain and continued
until zfter midnight, so that next day we started out
over wet roads and through valleys suddenly filled
with rushing rivers, as always haponens just after a

rain in this country.
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An excaped soldier was recaptured not far from
here and b_rought back and put to work at digging. He had
a shovel tied to his shoulders, but no guard watching
him. I was told it w2s his second attempt at desertion.
This is the second I have seen in the Soviet districts,
the other being at Yu Wang hsien and he was punished
in the same way. '"The phenomena of desertion" as the
RA calls it, is a subject for constant educative work
among the troops. Desertions are far loy er in the
R A than any other in China and are for different
reasons. Desertions in other armies are in the majority
of cases dve to maltreatment by officers, poor food,
and political dissatisfsction. Here the commenest cause
is "homesickness." As soon as young recruits get very f~r awzy
from home they begin to fear they will never get b ack
again; they sometimes zask for leave but more often tzake up
their blanket & bowl and start over the narrow trails
on foot. When captured & broucht back the first time
they are given no formal punishment, but the squad,
platoon and company commanders talk to them, learn the
reason for their attempted desertion & then sympathetically
explain, very patiently, why their simple desire to go
home is in the eyes of R A pilitary law a crime. They
expl2ain why it is a betrayal also of China, of the
revoluticn & of their own class. Most ¢of them do not
make a second attempt. Those who do are put at §_pecial
labor for awhile é not allowed to carry arms; dnstead
they are given intensive political lectures every day
for two or three hours tntil the commander is satisfied
that their understanding hzs been improved.

Third, fourth & further attejots at desertion

are corrected in the same way, only more intensively.
Caoit=2]l punishment is given only to deserters who
attemot to escape with their arms & lead others to
follow them. These cases are extremely r2re. Sometimes
they happen among the partisans, however: such a case
occurred here about the time .e were going to the
front. Some new partisans, about 30, h2d been enlisted
& were oceing trained at Hung Teh Cheng. They seemed
quite sincere; they had come from poor peasant families
¢ their commanders felt they were trustworthy. After
about one month however they staged an uprising, =and
14 of them succeeded in escaping witiz 7 or &€ rifles
and three or four horses. (The partisans in Shan-Kzn-Ning
have mounted detachments) It was then discovered that
all these men hadpreviously hzd co.nections with the
min tuan, were membgrs of the KulaiHui under the
domination of the landlords & had been sent by the
mintuan to carry out this coup & seize some arms.

Another problem with the partisans on border
districts is that many of them, not really counter-
revolutionary, =re persuaded by tkkR White troops to
sell their arms & even join the W A on the basis
of the Tnited "ront. This is due to lack of political
understanding of cource. The white troops apneal to them
not to fisht Chinese, assert that they too are anti-Japanese
and are not fighting the a2anti-Jap R A, therefors they
should sell their arms to a mcre highly organized force,
join hands w ith it, and help improve the RA-Tungpei U *ront.

The bigeest inducement, to a peasant with nothines in the
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in the world, and often anxious to get back to his
plowing, is the $20 or 830 offered for his gun. The
partisans know that a United Front does exist with
some White trooos and in these cases the Whites do
not make war on them: the whole thing therefore sounds
plausible. The Whites do nct arrest or kill the
partisans after they have disarmed them, but send them
back to tell others partisans of the new unity between
White & Red. In this way the Reds lost a number of
rifles several weeks ago and more intensive political
training is now being given the partisans to stop this
latest method of the Whites to comgat partisan warfare.
In gener=1 throughout the Soviet areas one does
not get the impression of a people at war, of either
outer or inner conflict. There is no violence practiced
upon the peasantry whatever and I have not seen even
a fistfight either between a soldier & soldier or
between a soldier & civ&lian. I have seen no cases
at 2all of attack on women, old or young and here they e
move about with complete freedom with Sowiet protection.
They look upon the solciers as their friends & protectors,
rather, and voluntarily cook & prepare food for them,
often refusing any payment. I have seen pretty young
girls gladly sit down behind a bellows =2nd pumo this
ancient instrument for an hour or more to fdame the
fire cooking the warriors' meal, talking & joking with
them meanwhile. During all my stay in the Soviet districts
I never saw a child struck or mistreated, a woman abused nor
an old man offended. Even when landlords are arrested and
brought to trial they are not bound or handcuffed, as are
politic=1 prisoners in the White districts. I saw only
one landlord's family arrested. That was near Hohien wan.
They were four, the father, his two young sons and the mother.
The latter, a stout woman of about 45, was given a donkey
to ride & tfrom where she sat, on piles of bedding they had
brought along, she roundly cursed the half dézen young
soldiers who accompanied them =nd thery good-naturedly
laughed & joked back at her. The father, a poorly dressed
man, you would have thought him the poorest peasant by
his appearance, walked glumly & silently before the
soldiers and his two sons followed him with equally
hostile f-ces. WVone of them was bound. I passed this
procession on the road & the soldiers, in answer to
my Guestion, said the; were peing taken to Ho hien Wan
for inevestigntion. They must have been very wealthy,
probably with several mu of l=nd, for a peasant in this
region is not considered a landlord uvnless he derives
his main income from his rentiers, 2nd to do that here
one must own not less than 2,000 mou of mt. land or
sever=] hundred mu of valley land.
Besides these people the KIMT ta2x collector
at Yu Wang Pao, and the deserters already mentioned,
I have seen only one other political prisoner in Boviet
districts. This was at Pao An. One moring as Haiteh &
I walked up the main street several soldiers passed us,
leading a young m2n wearing soiled cotton garments and A
look of despair on his peasant face. I learned that he
w2s a KMT spy, who h~d confessed that he had been sending
out reports to the White districts. He was a member of a
district revolutionary committee and was in possession
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of considerable secret information. This made his crime
quite serious. Tater on I learned that he had not
been shot, however, but was being imprisoned in the
local "jail," a cave in the mountain where there are
sevaral political prisoners.

And oh, yes, I saw a min tuan, his hands
bound behind him, being led in middle of a troop of
soldiers returning from the battle with the bandits,
north of Ho Tien Wan. He was a man of about 40, with
a b eard, and he looked like a good honest peasant. I felt
an emotion of sympathy for him somehow till I saw in the
column of youth with him many mere c ildren nursing wounds
on their =rms, heads and legs. How very young thev were, many
of them hardly as high as the rifles they carried! I judged
their average age to be 2about 17 or 1¢, with many as
young 2s 14 or 15 and some in the hsizo kuei class completely.
I think easily more than half the R A must be virgins. I
asked many who accompanied me on the road whether they had
ever slept with a woman and only about one out of 20,
of those unmarried, claimed that he had. Hu, of the
Waichizopu, my "chief of staff," who was 31, h~d never
had any sex relatioms.

Tieh Pins Chen
Seotember &, 90 1i

We rode all day along the gravelly bed of a stream,
already receded after yesterday's r=ins, through a pleasant
green country, a gentle contrast now with Hansu & Ninghsia.
At noon we stopped at a farm surrounded by wonderful fields
of sweet corn and with terraced gardens filled with ripe
pumpkins, sQuash, cucunbers, beans, pevpers and radishes
and long white, delicious onions. The place was owned
by a farmer with a wife and one pretty daughter, with
natural feet & they made us welcome. They sold vegetables
& corn to us for Soviet money, without any question:
indeed Trom here on to within two days of Yu Wang Pao
f'armers generally accept Soviet money, though as far as
I can see this is more of a gesture of confidence and
support than anything else, for generally the cooperatives
are now empty of nearly everything the farmer wants in
exchancse. Only salt and a little cloth are sold in the

cooperatives I have seen.

We reached Tieh Ping Chengfg;rly and found
a small garrison of troops here, detailed for fighting
min tuan. The situztion h=d much improved since our
last visit, when there was 2 small band of min tuan
actually on the mountain top just behind the village.
These hzd now been cleared out & a pao lei h d been
construtted on the spot.

Pere I met a Red soldier, formerly of the
Tungpel army , from *ungchow, Hopei. Fis name was
Thunder (Tei) and he had formerly worked in the
American school at Tungchow as a dairy hand, milking
the four of five imported Americsn cows there. He was
very anxious to know about conditions in his home town &
asked if it w=s really true that Javanese soldiers had
taken it over. I told him about Yin Ju-keng & the
"Independence Mo-,ement", about th: recent increase
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of Japanese troops there and in Peiping. Were there

any Japanese troops in the American scnool, pAe asked.

I told him I believed not. Ee paused thoughtfully and

daid, "Well, I could still work there then I suppose."

"Not if the Japanese knew you had been a Red," I

laughed. He said his work there at the schocl had been

good & the conditions were all richt, toco; he had

joined the Tungpei troops in 1933, when Japan invaded

Jehol, because he wanted to fight the Japanese. But

instead of fighting the Japs he had soon been sent to

Hankow & later t~ fight the Reds. He became disgusted

with this and as soon as he had an opnortunity he had gone over
to the R A, whowere really anti-Japanese. But he wished
wistfully that the war would commence & Be finished quickly.

He wanted toc get back to milking those cows. An interested
crowd had gathered & he began to tell them abtout the

American milch cow. He told them one of these cows cost

#1,000Q and a great "oh" of surprise went up from the

Shensi audience. Cows in this region cost only #30 or $40.
Ewerybody thought they must be very big cows & very strong,

but he said no, they were about the srzme size as Shensi

cows. Why so expensive then? "Well, vou may not believe

it, old brothers, but those red cows give milk every day

in the year, €alf or no czlf. And this milk is worth %3

per day - abovt 10 pounds." Long discussion & argument followed
this statement and none ofthe Shensi people believed it & I
had to confirm the announcement & still they would not believe
it. At last they agreed that the Soviet district needed some

of these cows & they asked me if I could buy some and ship
them back from America.

There was a quarter moon and it sprayed a faint
light over the dirty stableyard, flankxing which was the
cave in which I slept. The lines of pack saddles on the
silvered ground were strange four-legced shapes like
crouching animals, full of restrained or suspended motionj;
like the mules that bore them they seemed resting for the
long march berore them tomorrow. Across a narrow valley
down which cascaded the clearing river, tinkling like a
cool drin k gurgling into a j=sr of ice, there were other
cave houses, and little circles of light still burned in
them. They lo-ked lixe weird eres shining out of the black
butk of the mountain, faintly marked against the sky.

I went to sleep thinking of the title of the bock I mean
to write; and I believe it is gnod because it is simple
# completely descriptive of everything I want to imply.
I shall call it, "I went to Red China.”

WW Chi Chen - 90 1i
k Sept 19

-

A long road following a river bed all day brought us
here at dusk. The day was memorzble because of some sugary dew-cdd
melons we came upon Jjust beyond Tﬁen Péng Chen{i:ietting up
while it was still half dark, a heavy wkhite dew ~Fay over
everything, and a dense fog hung in the valley and this
did not cldar till mid-morning. The hillsides were a rare
picture with their dewjewelled shrubs and ev=ry clump
of grass sparkled like one of those marbellous little
jade trees the Chinese artisans make from glass & semi-nricinus stones
At 2 turn ‘n the road we came vpon a field of melons,
toycced
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touched by this magic, and they glistened like great

gems lying against the dark breast of the earth. We

stopped to investigate and the farmer, sampling them g
himself, promised they were as good as they looked.

Here for the first time I saw canteloupe, tasting in

every respect the equal of a Colorado melon. But we

passed on guickly to the watermelons a2nd selected

several ripe on their vines. I never tasted a better

melon anyw here, nof#one so sweet, so re#d against the

rind, nor so deliciously cold, '"steeped" as it was in dew.

Wu Chi Chen - Sept 20

Stopved here for a day to give the animals a rest,
especially Ma Hung-ping, who seemed on his last lap in a
run to de=th. He recuperated quickly, however, and gave a
good performance during the next two days on the road.

Here I found an electrical engineer had arrived
from Shanghai, Com. Sge. .., 2 specialist in power plants.
Comrade S,e brought with hims six other technical men,
including an expert fitter, two master mechanics, 2
machinists, and an apprentice. Two of the youths stayed
in Pao An, where they are now studying radio engineering
in the Soviet Radio School. The other five came here to
work in the arsenal.

Sge is 34 years old and a native f Ningpo. His wife
is de2d, he h~s one daughter, and his mother, with whom he
lived in Shanghai. He is a power plant expert & h=as
built and remodelled seveeal plants in small cities
arocund S hanghai. He attended a technological college
in Ningpo where he studied engineering. Tater he worked
w ith Anderson Meyer & Co & after that with the Shanghai
Poawer Co's Yangtzepu -tation as an engineer. During 1927
ne organizdd & led a strike there, independent of the C P, of
w hom he was not yet a membe~. He became one 2t that time:
the C P sent organizers & political workers to call on him
& offer their services & since he knew nothirg of such work
he was glad to accept. He got his political experience and
training during this strike, which was successful. One of
the conditions on which the workers returned was that he not be
dismissed. He was not, until 1930 when he arain organized
é& led the workers in a strike, whicr failed. His resignation
was demanded & -fter that he entered business for himself,
as a consulting engineer. He did not sumceed in making a
connection again with the party until t.is year, when he
became an active leader in the Professional Workers
Liberation Association of Shanghai, with membership of 500.
Reforming his contact with the party, he was 2sked to come
here three months ago, and made plans accordingly. To do
so he had to give up a practice as :consulting engineer which
was netting him about 210,000 a ye~r. He doesn't mind that
so much 2s tho fact that he had to leave before complet¢NE
the revision of his book on engineering. This book, published
seweral years ago, h2s gone through several pgrintings and is
a popular textbook in engiweering colleges of China. Whyv did
he become 2nd why does he believe in the Revolution, I asked
him, pointing out that his ristory indicated an alignment
with the small minority cf prosverous ‘etty bour-eoisie in
China which is Fascist almost to 2 man. Fe said he thougsht
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his action was traceable to the strong influence made
upon him by his grandfather, by whom he had been educated.
This rare old gent made a fortune in Ningpo as a merchant,
but used all of it in erecting schools in his native district,
continuing to live plainly, simply, like a peasant. He had
always told Sze that he only wanted one thing from him, a
promise that he would devote himself to raising the culture
of the ignorant masses & enlightening their lives.

S,e was depressed b ecause of lack @f ecuipment here,
a bungling White doctor (with pretty wife) from Shansi
who love injections but not sterilization, & the lack of effort
to inprove people's minds, but concentrate rather on too
much singing.

The Fitier Sze King-ling, showed me letters

from A.M., S.P.C. and British firms all praising his
work highly and commending him. He had left his wife &
children to come to the Soviets, at S,e's urgence.
Arrived Pao An Sept 13.
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