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Nieh ho t'ing 

Liang kuan-yang, T'ang En-poa. Formerly Reng Yu-huang's 
troops; previously a bandit, most of troops recruited 
from b~ndits. Fascist organization in his troops, called 
Political Committee. Organized a district committe, 
propagandized that the KMT did not oppose the principle 
of Red, would also divide land. Seized all the grain, 
then announced that since Reds had destroyed a11 crops, 
KMT would feed people. This induced many peasants to 
return. Ca 1 led mass meetings, and behind stage graves 
already prepared. Then turned machine guns on them. 
Mainly happened in Huang An, Cha Cheng & Lo An. Occurred 
mostly in latter part 1933 & early 1934. 

Girls from 13 to 18 raped in one place. Where? Over 
400 peasants killed by machine guns in antther. Soldier 
found with ski~ stripped off him. Nose & ears cut off. 

} Most officers in these armies are Fascists: graduate 
of ~e:mpoa militrtry academy. Act on orders of Chiang 
Kai-shek, whose theory abo~t a Svoviet area is that the 
peasants areall Reds: population must be wiped out 
completely & area repopulated. 

Arrangements were made during these ki 7 lings for 
Wan~ Chun's troops to arrive & tell the masses that he 
opposed tbe~e mass~cres. They therefore fled to Wang Chen's 
troops on on flank. Wang treated them well for a few days. 
They then said that young men must go out to bring in 
food from outside. when sent out never returned. Peasants 
discovered a gr~ve with over 90 bodies of young men t 
realized they'd been killed. In the south of Chuang Cheng, 
near border of T.10 .4.n, Ku Shih & Shuan 1'ung was scene of 
most of this activity. In a pl!:3 ce called Li Chuan rnsu 
in wouth of Lo An, the bodies were found in 1933,Decembjr. 

History of 0-Yu~Wan Inverview with Hsu Hai-tung 
Yu Wanp- Hs ien 
August 26, 1936 

. 

In Octover, 1 926, the Red Partisans in Hupeh are~ 
numbered more +~~n 100. (See Hsu's biography for beginnings) 
Surrounded by rfim Ying-chi, a KMT of the l2 i; h army; 
formerly under Feng Yu-h~iang, i<illed v~ter in 'I'ientsin 
sith Chi Hun~-chan~ . 

Vnder this pressure the oartisans withdrew with 
60 - 70 meh to ~h Lan Suan and the rest were left to 
work witn the peasants~ th Red Spears. A cmmpany of 
Jen Yun~~chi's troocs turned over to the Reds~ brou~ht . . -

73 rifles. I,ed by a service officer; other officers 
were killed. Red guard totalled over 120 rifles. With 
this basis beg~n org~niration of t ~e 11th Workers & 

Peaspnts Red Army, 31st Division RA. Three detachments 
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were created, with 6 squads in each, every squad 6 men, 
one po,itical commissar, one detachment commander and 
one service officer - supolies, ·commuications, etc - and 
one special guard to eacd detachment. Each det2chment called 
a regiment. Thus reorganized they returned to border of 
Huan p· .An i - Lo Shan, where Tien Ta.i Shan &- Lao Chun Shan 
are located & offered good cover. Partisan warfare & 
work in the ma~ses w~s successful; work with the Ted ~pears 
progressed. Main problem was arms. 

Jen Ying Chi's troops were moved away in 1929, and 
partisan warface enlarged. A comrade was sent to negotiate 
with a local bandit leader; by chance 40 bandits were surrounded 
and most of them killed. These bandits had been much hated 
by the masses & they praised Reds highly for distroying 
them. Partisan warfare enlarged over six hsien & from 
east to west estended about 500 li, from north to south 
about 600 li. A fourth detachment was created. Every 
detachment had 50 rifles and two pistols. 

In April came Sha Tou-~:in (a native of Ma Cheng) 
and Hsu Yunn=ch'uan (native of Huang Yan) two of most 
relentless fighters against Red Partisans since they were 
sons of landlords in the district f deeply hated the Reds. 
At this surrounding the RA divided into smBll partisan 
groups. By this time the regular RA had 4 -regiments & 
400 guns; another 100 guns had been given to the partisans. 
Their activity extended from Pio han Ry. to bank of Yangste 
River. In October the enemy withdrew because Tr2ng Sheng-chih 
was fighting Chiang Kai-shek near Hankow. ~he RA enlarged 
here, fighting onl the min tuan, seizing new guns. A 
comrade (Hsu-Yuan-chien) in the White troops held a 
sussessful uprising & brought a company with him, equipped 
with 93 rifles. About 200 guns were taken from the min tuan, 
more were purchased outside. ~he 5th, 6th & 11th detachments 
were or~anized. Every detachment increased to a total of 
70 men. ~ifles then totalled aoout 600. 

Hsu first wounded in 1928 by a Red Spear in the 
backside. Hsu pulled spear out & turned & shot the spearman. 
These s~ears are about 10 feet long, with anoint on foot 
long, made of iron. Many troops much fear them in a battle; 
worse than bayonets. But Hsu did not fear them, he was 
as ex oert marksman 8 could shoot a soe~r 30 meters distant. 
In this battle29 qeds fighting about 1,000 Red Epears 
(Hung Chian§""). To save ar.:munition didn't fire on them 
till they were near; Hsu was covering their retreat. 
A v,gng-uard struck him in the rear; Hsu turned f, shot hirr.; 
others came to his rescue; they counter-attacked~ defeated 
the 8pears. ~hen ran for 3 li; af: rnwards Hsu was in bed 
for two months. The 29 men all ki 1 led lRter on. Hsu h~d to 
hide dm the mountain; his comrades disguised themselves as 
w oodc~tters. Red s ~ears pelieve themselves invu 1 ner~ble 
to bu1letb; at least their leaders do; they are very ~ruel 
And superstitious. Originally a revolutionary or~P.nizqtioh, 
in most places no~ degenerated into b~ndit secret society. 
In beginning Reds had no relations with them; the majority 
supported the min tuan; later in 1930 when the district 
became ~0 vietized, mo~t of former Red Spears joined the 
Red Army. 

Second time he was wounded when in Huang Pi, 
fighting one battalion of Sha Tou-yun~, with sixty 

partisans, he received a bullet but contin~ed to fight. 
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There were no doctors; they only used a tea brewed 
from the mulberry tree to c1ea.ns.e their wounds. 

In June, 1929, Hsu Hsiang-chien was sent by the 
Central Committee accompanied by a political commissar 
to the Eupeh Soviet. They had had contact with special 
committees in Hupeh, Honan 8: Anhui, but Hsu was first 
delegate to arrive fiom outside; prior to that the 
Hsu RA had always sent its own delegates to Hankow 
and Changhai. In 1930 concentrAted the partisans 
of Huang P'i, Huang An, Ma Ch'eng, Lo Shen, Kuang Shan 
8 Hsiao Kan and established the 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th 
& 12th detachments of the RA. Commanding them was 
the Rqts of 31st Division, of which Hsu Hsiang-chien 
commander-in-chief. After this moved to Ping-han 
RPilway & attacked Yen Cha Chai and there destroyed 
two ccmpanies of Hsiao Chih-ch~'s army. Returned to 
Soviet regions; pursued by Szechuan troops under 
Kuo Ju-tung. Destroyed a regiment of his men in the 
begninning of April. Captured 700 soldiers and rifles; 
only 300 could be enlisted as Red soldiers; rest were 
weak & opium smothers. After this success the various 
detachments were formed into regular regiments. 

Li I,i-san now ordered an attack on Hua Yuan station, 
Penghan Ry. There was a regiment l a batt!lion of 
former T'ang Sheng-chih troops there, reorganized by 
Chiang. These were completely destroyed by the Red 
Army. I : following weeks (after middle April) they 
reorganized the 32nd t..· 33rd (Honan f.· Anhui resp) 
Red divisons into the First Red Army. Fromerly the 
three areas were not consolidated: now they connected 
& the 0-Yu -Wan Provincial Soviet was formed. Hsu Chi-shen 
was sent from Shanghai and became com~ander of the First 
Army. Esu Hsiang-chien became 31st Div. com□ander. 

In Ronan i,. Anhui the partisan groups had begun in much 
the sa~e way as in P.upeh; they were smaller than Hsu's 
& kept in touch with him constantly. Up to formation 
of 0-Yu*wRn Esu Hai-tung had not operated directly in 
Huhui ~- Honan, but had sent delegates to those areas & 
given them guidance. In partisan engagements they V9~~~ 
moved bRc~ and forth through all three provinces, however, but 
main field of activity was H1.,;peh. 

After the attack on Rua Yuan & the consolidation 
of ~11 the forces, the 1st Red Army nu□bered 10,000. 
Development during the civil war ver ra oid. (Peng ~eh-huai 
said if civil ~ar h~d lasted another year RA could have 
enlarged to 900,000 ). Reds next fought 45th Division 
of Chiang Kai-shek, destroyed a brigade; in June captured 
Lo Shan hsien city. 

In October began the First Envelopment, at 
same time as in Kiansi. O*Yu-Wan & Kiangsi then two 
beiggest rted areP..s. O·Yu-Wan w.~s called the 2nd Soviet 
District. (Hsu did not know it was cal led "mode 1 Soviet 
areA" outside/. Perhaps it was so-called oeca1.,;se of 
nature of development from peasant struggle). 
Hsu Chishen was commander during the First Extermination 
campaign, but did not perform well. He w;:1s also 
considered politically waverying; Central party removed 
him. After his removal Kuan Chi-shun beca~e c-in-c; sent by the 
Central. ~efore the 1st Surrounding (these are called 
~ei-chao in Chinese) Hsu was co ~mander of 31st Division; 
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shortly afterward a 6th Division was vreated & 
Hsu Hai-tung was made commander of it, also c-in-c of 
Hopeh Red armies. 

First surrounding began in October. The enemy 
had nine divisions, the main forces being under 
Chen Tao-yuan, now chief of staff to the Nanking 
governmnet, and Chi Hung-chang, later assassinated 
by Blue ~hirts in rientsin. Reds attacked Ma Pu of 
Lo An & de.:3troyed 5 regiments of Chen T'ao yuan. Again 
attacked Tu Shan in Lo An hsien and destroyed two 
re~iments of Chen Tao-Yuan. Chen was commander of the 
1st ~oute Anmi-Red forces; Chian~ Kai-shek c-in-c. 
In December Reds attacked Shuang Chen~ hsien in Honan 
& destroyed tw regiments under Chi Hung-chan~. This 
ended the first surrounding. 

~sai Sheng-chi's 15th army (Red) came from 
Tayeh (where had fought imperalists with Peng ~en-huai) 
to the Soviet district of O-Yu*Wan. Brought with him 
4,000 men. rhe 1st Army & 15th Army together organized the 
4th Front Army. Tsai's forces 4,000; together had about 
24,000 men by now, all ar~ed. Many small wars had 
occurred end in the destruction of White Armies (9 regiments 
in 1st surrounding) many new recruits had been added. Kuan 
Chi-shen arrived in January, 1931. In February he w~s made 
c-in-c of 4th Front Army. In May Hsu HsianMhien became 
c-in-c, Kuan having been removed by the CenYral com:;; i ttee. 
Kuan's errors consisted in his inability to win support 
from the rank & file; he had some militaristic habits; 
he hesitated too frequently, lacked decision of command; 
at time he did not follow the party's instructions. 

The second campaign began in February. Chi Eung-chang 
commanded t~e main forces. Yo Wei-chun was a supplementary 
commander: also Chen ~•ao-yuan & others. Altogether lO divisons. 
In the very beginning the Red Army left th Soviet areas 
& attac1-Ce:i Hsiao Kan hsien foughi! with You -~ei-chun, 
captured him, & destroyed four of his regiments. Two 
divisons of ChiRung-chang were defeated on the border 
of Kuang Shan f Huang An hsien.After these attacks 
Chian~ ~ai-shek wit~drew his offensive, especially 
because in Kiangsi a great victory had been scored vs. Chiang 
by the .?eds. In April fightine,- ceased and t ·he R A rested. 

In !ay the 4th Fr~nt Army began an Eastern 
offensive. Lo Tin hsien f. Yin Shan cities were captured. 
At Yin Shan another regiment of Chen rnao yuan was 
destroyed. (Sh~o mien - destroy). Red Army has three 

- noughts; if cannot seize rifles, they m~st not right; 
if they cannot be sure of victory, the;v mus not fight; 
if they foresee a long engagement, they must not fight. 
If these t~boos are observed, RA need suffer no defeats; 
can retreat from any disadvanta~eous situation. During 
all t his time the KMrr never "destro,ve '' a Red regiment, 
no t even a company. The only grea t loss suffered was 
in Au,o-ust, 1931, when the BA fought Hsu Ya.n-chien, 
and suffered 400 ki,led and wounded. Hsu h~d one 
brigqde, 3 regs, at Ho Shan hsien; occurred during 
~astern camnaign. If Reds captured fewer rifles than 
men woundedi t was considered a loss; oth,~rwise a 
victory. Red high commanders went to front line. 
Red killed ; wounded together in First f 2nd campai~ns 
did not exceed total of 1,200 men. 
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On Eastern campaign RA moved from Yin Shan 
to Shao Chin Ho and annihilated.Kuo Ju-tung's 
2nd Division. He escaped with only 14 or 15 men, 
fleeing across the river in a boat. Occurred in July. 
In the beginning of August occurred the battle with 
Hsu Yang-chien. During this eastern attack the R ~ 

destroyedl3 KMT regiments. At the end of the campaign 
over 10 hsien were in Soviet control. 

In Novhg~gptured Huang An hsien city & 
destroyed a whole6,ivision ~nder Chao Kuan-ying, of Chiang 
Kai=shek & captured Bhao himself. Regular Red Army 
then numbered six divisions, about 40,000 men. Hsu was in 
command of partisan warfare at this time & enlarging 
the RA. 

Political conditions. Land h,.,d been divided. 
Cooperatives had been established. New techniques in 
agriculture had been.introduced. Socially □Qlw progress 
had been made among women. Bound feet had disappeared; 
those who had them now wore long shoes. Mass meetings 
drew from 30 to 40,000. Lenin schools were established 
throughout the district. Higher primary schools, middle 
primary and lower primar:- were estensive. Party activity 
among the masses was very successful. The Soviet govt: 
provincial and districts (one each for Honan, Anhi, Hopeh). 
Chang Kuo-tao was chairman of the military committee 8· 
sdc of the party. Provincial govt was established in May 1930. 

Division of land was same as in Kiangsi. Landlords 
were deprived of pol. rights, and given l~bor to do. 
Not killed unless actively led armed countervrolLtionary 
activity. Some became useful citizens later on. Hsu was 
not in organizational work, he does not know how many coops 
ttere were; they existed in most districts, and in neqrly 
every big village. materially this S district was very 
good: had good communications on every side; rivers on 
thr~e sides, and railway on one. Coops had goods in 
Jlenty; everything the pe~sants needed. Had separate 
financial system: copperb, subsidiary coins, and 
silver dollars. Had captured a mint at Hsin Chi and 
another at Ma Pu. In Hsin Chi 100 workers; in Ma Pu 
about 50 workers. ~oviet paper money also circulated; 
no white paper used; lithographed paper. Govt industries 
confined to textiles. Kilns t others were still in private 
hands. Communications with outsie continued good. Exports 
of rice, oil, pe~nut oil, linen thread and pottery 
continued. ~iT could not prevent peasants from moving 
goods. Not till the 5th campaign did KMT succeed in a 
salt blockade, and then only partly. 

Kao Chen-t'ing w~s chqirman of the govt; he 
is now commander of the 28th Army. Formerly Wang P'in~-chang 
was chairman. Later he was killed, in 5th campaign. Wang 
has in the army when he was killed at the frcnt. Teat 
silk were also products of the area; it was generally rich. 
Formerly under KMT control the l~ndlords exported most of 
crops to Hankow & there were frequent famines. Soviet 
govt est~blished a plan & only surplus W8S exported. 
there was no crisis afterward. ~he govt fixed a price of 
$2 per tan (300 chin) in outside world ir, was ~8. Hence 
the-e was a good income for pe~sants ~ gov from exports. 
Retailers from outside br>ught in mainly salt and traded 

for grain. Cooperatives derived ch·eT 
l - income from 
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confiscations, from tax on luxuries, from tax on 
rich farmers & middle peasants. 

The enemy in Dec. 1931 prepRred for the 3rd 
surrounding. The main force at this time was 16th Division 
under Tang En-pau, Cheng Rah-ting, Chang Fang. This was 
main route but there were other lines of entry. In FebruRry 
the enemy began to attack at Huang Chuan. Five regiments 
of Tang's troops were destroyed, during the fighting in 
Huang Chuan; two of Chen Han-tung and one of Chang Fang. 
Over 10,000 rifles were captured, over 100 machine guns 
& many rounds of ammunition. Red killed only 70 & wounded 
230. Enemy's losses were about 1100 killed & wounded. Most 
of the troops were snimply captured & disarmed. Dead enemy 
troops mostly killed b:r enemy's own mac ine guns when 
they attempted to retreat. White troops politically 
inflilienced by the Red Army; besides the officers the 
troops had no spirit· to fight. If there is a chance to 
win the battle the soldiers fought; if not they simply 
sat down with their rifles in front of them. They told the 
Reds they would not fight for the KMT to the death &- 1ieds 
had a slogan that they would fire on no soldier who 
laid down his Fifle .. 

The main battle in the 3rd offensive, in which 
Rdss captured 10,000 rifles: caption in BS 
script for sketch of troop deployment. 

When Reds attack the Whites they shout to them to 
drop arms & join the Reds: sometims they reply. Often the 
White soldiers simply stand up & hold out their arms 
when Reds attack; frequently lower officers dress like 
the tooops & prepare for capture. Reds release such 
soldiers, paying ttem ~5 per man; they make good propagandists 
when they return to the white districts. 

After victory in Huang Chuan Tieds immediately 
moved on to Shuang hsien to meet Chen Yao-hun's troops 
there. But hearing of defeat of bis colleagues, Cheng fled 
without a fight. Chen's troops left wwo big g1.1ns there, 
unable to carry them away in their flight. After this 
victory the Third Campaign ceased. 

Moving to Ku Shih the 3 A destroyed a regiment 
of the enemy, but failed to capture hsien cit . Regiment belonged 
to ~ai Pen~-shan. Captured Sn Po ~ien on the Huai ~iver, 
a small port. Yueh govt salt was stored there, enough 
to provide salt to the Soviet districts for one half 
a year. Thousands of peasants volunteered to join the salt 
brigade, carrying it back. 

In April, 1932, beg3n the 2nd East attack on Anhui. 
A divison w-:is sent to Chenyangkuan in (about) June_& two 
American missionaries were aptured in the town, in the 
end of May. rhey were kept there till August of the same 
year. Asked tne Americans to write a letter to the KJv1T 
requesting the KMT to release the Noulens, in return 
for thei~ own rele~se. They wrote the letter, without 

1 
d 

xesuilit. In Au~utit the division moved away f· the Americans wer~e ease • 
ttsu savs tna"'t.no Americans , . 11 db RA • th· · or otn·er tt>oreigners were ever Kl , e y . in is region. 
Knew nothing 0f the StAms; is certai r they were not illled by 
any RA; may have been Red Spears 6r some bandit group with 
loose political connections with partisans. 
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_ HN1potiy 
Later at Hsu Chia Pu and ~u, in Lo An hsien, 

surrounded Chen Tao-yuan's troops in Anhui. Wang Chun 
reinformed fhen. War followed. Six regiments of Wang 
Chun's troo~s destroyed & captured Lo Hih-tung, c-i-c. 
Chen Tao-yuan's 8 regiments were destroyed. Captured two of 
Chin Tao-yuan's brigade commanders, 8 regimental commanders. 
Destroyed and disarmed 15 regiments altogether. CRptured 
20 to 30,000 rifles, pistols & arms, & over 30,000 white 
soldiers. 

This greRt victory occurred in April~ ~ay, 1932, 48 
days; it was a war of surrounding. Reds also shot down 
one Nanking plane which was sending food to the enemy. 
Pere is a rough diagram of the situation. (p. 15 bk 17) 

Red army crossed river and surrounded Hanpotu and 
Suchaopu, where Chen Tiao-yuan had nine regiments. 
Chianz ~ai-shek sent.Li Shih-ting & Wang Chun to reinforce 
the besieged troops. Airplsnes were bombing and reconoitering 
between Luan (Lo-an) and Suchaopu and Hanpotu, but failed 
discover Red main forces, entranehced and camouflaged, 
with one flank of both roads. When Li and Chen moved 
to reinforce they were attacked by RA e destroyed with 
results given above. Total Red forces@ 60,000 - 5 
divisons of Sth Army and one ind. divison, and partisans. 

\ 

Hsu HSl!lng-chien co~manderinchief. Red divisons then 
n~mbered aoout 6 to 7,000 men. After defeat of Nang & Li 
it beca~e impossible for enemy to send any relief to rhen 
~ao-yuan's (then gov. of Qnhui) troops & they submitted 
on 48th day. This was in the Second Offensive into Anhui. 
Red casualties about 300 ki:led & wounded in Luan battl~s; 
about 50-60 in surrounding. Chen Tao-yuan, having lost 
26 regiments of 30 to the Reds, was withdrawn to become 
chief of staff at Nanking. 

After this the army turned to the West, to protect 
the Soviet regior.s there, being invaded. This was in 
June, 1932. Met Chang Fang in Huang Chuan and disarmed 
his six regiments of 76th Divison as well as Sun~ Tien-tsai's 
regiment. 

A division was sent to Chi Kung Shan and in the 
beginni~g of J,.ly captured 13 foreigners. Chi Kung a summer resort. 
8 of forei~ners released immediately. Others released in - ~ 

middle of July, 1932. These were the l8st foreigners captured; 
since then Hsu- Hai-tung knows of no forei~ners captured in 
that area. These foreigners British, American, French, 
Polish & were working there, students & travellers. Reds 
gave them specail treatment, special food, sent special 
bodyguards to protect~ serve them. At this time the 
4th campaign was abolt to begin & the main Red forces returned 
to Ma r.h' eng- hsien. One K11~~ brigade defeated at Topushan 
along the r01.: te to Ma Ch' eng. 

The Fourth Campaign had 23 Divisions as main 
force, 11 divisions as sup ·: lernentary force. Enemy advanced 
along 4 main routes; two from Pr1nghan Ry, one from Chihpu "Ry, 
and one from Huang Chnng. The main force came from the 
Chinpu side, attacking Huant:~i, I-o Shan, Ssiao !<an, under 
the dire ction of Wei Liohuan~ The first contact occurred 
on the Huang P'i-HuangQn border, with the 10th Division 
of Li P'"'-an. The Red Force commanded by Hsu Hsian~chien. 

✓ ~his was a minor encounter. 
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In the beginning of August occurred the main battle of 
the Fourth Campaign, at a place call ed Chi Li Peng. 

(diagram of battle) (p. 18 Bk 17) 

Two or three days before the battle White & Red troops 
both concentrated and approached the river. This was in 
beginning of August. Whi t e army 63 re ~iments. Moved one 
morning across the river (shallow stream, could be forded) 
and began to attack Reds. Before main force had crossed 
Reds counter-attacked & destroyed 6 regiments of enemy; 
rest retreated to Ho K'ou. Reds used 5 divisions in attack 
and kept only small force behind. Enemy reorganized army 
in Hou k'ou for 20 days without activity. Red, killed & 
wounded 2,000. E·nemy, k & wounded 7 Or 8,000. Captured 
about 300 Whampou students, newly-trained Fascists of 
Chiang Kai-shek. 

In this war the Red army had conducted a campaign 
telling every soldief that this was a war of life & death, 
a fight to the finish, for their homes and their families. 
tled soldiers went into battle wearing only trousers, 
carrying rifle & bayonet & belt of ammunition. Formerly 
the Reds had not killed enemy troops retreating; here they 
fought witl: deep hatred & many returned with bent ba~ronets. 
There were rice-fields on both sides of the river, ready 
for harvest, but after this battle so great was the stench 
that farmers unable t o harvest. Most nf Whampou Fascists were 
released; abo~t 40 or 50 were killed bef ore they could be 
sent to h~ts. Of the 240 brought to hdqts only 7 detained 
and two killed. Five joined the 4th Front Army. Fascists 
released partly to counteract Chiang Kai-shek's propaganda 
that all Fascists of Whampou would be killed. (Actually 
no H-awpa.a now; Nanking cadets of Naking Mili tar:r Academy, 
Chiang Kai~hek' s, called "Bhampou cadets"). IA)l~{'oa 

~he RA r eturned to Kuang Shan hsien and there was 
a war with Hsu Yangpchuan, with Wei Li-wan commanding 
officer. The Whit es had 6 divisions, the ~eds 5 divisions. 
The White ( !<MT) troops were taking the offensive at a 
town called Eu Shang Chai and th s RA had built defense 
works. Bat t le occurred in middle of August. In the 
beginning the KMT troops spread out & there were small 
contacts. On the 4th day the KM~ troops launched a 
general attac~. More ~hites were ki l led at this noint 
than in ordinary ba ttles; about 6,000 altogether. About 
two reg iments were destroyed during the attack. The enemy 
moved in with greater determination; experience at RoK'ou 
where Reds had fired on retreating troopsk had embittered 
them. When tha crest of the wave of attack had sub sided 
the reds cou t ter-attacked fi~rcely, and suffered loss of 
over 1,000 dead. This was a great l ess in Red reckoning & 
enemy was s t i l l int~ct. The enemy withdrew, result indecisive. 

~he RA now moved to the West of Anhui to fight Hsu 
Ting-yao <.· other KMT forces there. Arrived there, 7 di visons 
were entrenched & waiting for battle. Reds refused it ~­
withdrew without fighting. Chang Kuo-tao now led the entire 
4 t h Army, the 9th Army, and the 73rd divismon, about 60 ,0nO 
men, t o the west. Passed Yin Shan hsien Lo Tien hsien, Ma 
Chen .q- hsien, Huang An hsien, to the 0-Yu-Wan Soviet districts, 
which now included about 20 hsien and 15 hsien cities. This 
was maximum. Hsi2n at this time included Huang An, F.uan~ Ching 
Lo ~'ien. Two divisions of the 25t h Rrmy turned off to the 
south to diver t enemy advance &·protec t the withdrawal of the 



main Red forces to the Soviet districts. This occurred 
in October 1932 (or '33?). Hsu led the 25th Army. 
In Oct. Hsu & Chang left O~Yu-Wan district for Szechuan. 
The 25th Army went to Tai hu Lake & fought partisan 
warfare ther s , endeavoering to mmm~mm~mmmm attract the 
main white force to follow them. In Nov. the 25th Army 
memcmcmcfflcmmmm returned to the Soviet districts; Chang 
& Hsu Hsiang-c ~ien had already passed the Ping han Railway. 
The Fourth compaign was still not concluded. 

The 25th Army returned to NE Rupeh & destroyed 
~ brigade of Hsia Tou=yin and a brigade of Ma Hung-k:uei. 
Attacked from two different sides by the Whites, the 
25th Army was unable to meet the enemy, with only 2 
divisions. Princip~l sien cities were reoccupied by 
the IO:IT armies. ~ 

Chat uz-{ao was chairman of Soviet . . and Cen r:a ommittee . military committee/or - u-wan and theoretically had 
pow er to take such a decision without consulting 7iangsi. 
It was accodring to plan that he should move out 8· conduct 
war outside Red districts. Three divisions of Chiang Kai=shek's 
troops followed him, but after a short distance returned 
to attack the Soviet districts. Chang Kuo-tao then on his 
own initiative continued to Szechuan where created a new 
Soviet area. ~he O Yu-Wan Soviet by tis time was surrounded 
by 100,000 troops. Later, in 5th campaign, it increased 
to 400 to 500,000. There were 23 1st class divisions, 
averaging nearly 20,000 men per unit. 

(In 4th & 5th campaigns in 0-Yu-Wan about 10,000 
R.A. men killed & wounded. White losses k & wounded 
about 60,000. Hsu does not know how many citizens were 
~i l led af ~er whites came in) 

The destruction of Ma Hung-kwei and Hsia Tou-yin 
coincided with the Red victory in Kiangsi. The battle 
with Hsia was in Dec. 1932, in February, 1933. Ma Hung-kuei, 
Chiang Kai-shek then withdrew six divisons from o-vu-Wan. 
Following this there was no more more serious fighting. 
The White troops remained in occupAtion of the hsien for 
two months. Liu Chun-hua, chairman of Honan, reinforced 
the White troops with two divisions, in May and the 
5th c~m ~aign began. 

The enemy force now totalled 15 divisions 
(Chiang had left seven divisions in occupation of the 
ci t ies of O Yu Wan). Red Army had only 2 divisions 
totallin~ 19,000 men aga inst 200,000 enemy. In this 
cam paign the enemy adopted fotification t~ctics & the qeds used 
gurrilla tactics. Their main purpose was tod:rive away 
Reds & if possible annihilate them and th~ir war base. 
Tien Tai Shan f Lao Chun 8hon were surrounded by enemy 
& RA had t o retreat. White still held the place and 
ca ptured 6,000 men women and children from there. Only 
300 returned. Mostly old men & a few sickly children. 
They reported that the young women were first raped, 
then sold outside. H4gher officers took them to Honan 
to sell; lower of ficers took them as their wives; 
mintuan also annexed them as concubines. No young women 
in O Yu Wan after arrival of Chiang 's troops; under 30 
very scarce. Liang Kuan-yun .c~, 'I'' ang A n-poa, Wang Chun, 
Hsiu Tou-yin t sun :~ •ien-tsai were m~inly responsible for 
these atrocities. Be~utifu 1 ones were ~iven to officers; other 
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taken away and sold as prostitutes or workers. ~hey 
were treated as wives of bandits·. Those with unbound feet 
or bobbed hair were shot1 Many fights occurred over 
this distribution of women. The same method was used 
in Kiangsi. ~his was the officers' reward. Chian~•s 
ammouncements ebout prohibiting officers from receiving 
bribes referred to this traffic in women, since Soviet 
masses had no money with which to bribe Chiang's officers 
(all of their wealth being in Soviet currency). Nevertheless, 
even under the oppression of the enemy, the Soviet mass 
remained loyal; none of them went to the enemy; their 
determination was high; none joined the White troops. 

It was during Fifth campaign thnt killings 
began on a vast scale. By Dec. the Oyuvan district hrid 
become a no man's land. There were no houses, no crops 
planted, no women, no men, no children. Over a once 
rich country was only grassland & wastelRnd. From east 
to west ~300, s ton about 200 li in Hupeh, Huang An, 
Ma Cheng, l'Jo Shan, Kuang Shan were the areas ehifly 
depopulated in Hopeh-Eonan border. In T.o An, Ku Shih, 
Ho Shan and Shan Ch'ang east to west over 300 li, wouth 
to west, 300 li, in Anhui-Honan border re?ion the same 
conditions existed. 

Fascist political workers told peasantry they 
admired Red principles but opposed the Gaypayoo; also 
prBcticed communism. At this time some Fascists slipped 
into Gaypagoo & killed many people who were innocent. 
The result, they saw 93 people in one grave near 
Li Chia 'a Yuan, in Shan Chung hsien. In Huang An hsien, 
at 7zu Yun Chai the RA sa.w 17 girls dead, lying without 
trousers, some with only one leg. They had fled to a 
valley & were caught by KJ<!'r troops. Reds found them in 
july; soldiers of 25th army called a meeting at this 
and a.11 wept. Later, in October, they found the shallow 
grave of soldiers. Not long afterward, in NR Chen they 
found the body of 12 soldiers ~ith skin stripped off to the waist, 
their eyes goLged out & their noses f ears cut off. In 
Ma Cheng & Huang An border in a place called O Kung Chai the 
25th army came upon over 400 bodies of peas an ts, men ?· 
women, who hRd been shot by machine?"Uns, several days 
after finding the women. This was done in the area where 
mBSS was mostly ~emtmo~e~m determined, the ~est part 
of the Soviet rerions. White troops which surrounded 
with 4 divisons &- took out 6,000 peasants were~ T'ang 
En-pou, Chen Yao'-hou, Shao Chich-chu and Rs ia Tou-yin. 
The troops responsible for th~ raped wo~en & the 400 
mudered pe;:isants were Liang Kuan-yeng, man@: En-pou 8· 
Chang Yin-chang. The 93 bodies were wang Chun's work. 
When ~eds reached 400 dead About 20 still lived. Men t women, 
old & young, were lying across each other. In some ~laces 
nearby the blood was several inches deep. Those still alive 
were heavily wounded & given up for de2d. After this Hsu 
called a meeting of the whole army & talked to them. 4 

'I'hroup:-hout the 5th campaign no warrior attempted to escape. 
Of the 20 livin~ they had to leave in the hospital when 
they retreated & when ne~t they retu~ned they found them 
all killed. Where the 93 bodies were found there was a 
great rise in the earth t the Reds dug- un ,·ler it &- found 

them. ~he 20 wounded reported th~t when the RA retreated they 
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were driven by the 4 division to that valley; the White army 
occupied the 4 sides of the mountain; did not come down to 
the valley, simply used machine guns on the masses. ~achine 
guns continued for several hours. About a thousRnd killed 
on mountainside besides. 

Hsu's family killed in February, 1933, Huangpi 
was then already in hands of the enemy. Chiang Kai-shek 
issued a special order, executed by Hsia rhi&su, to 
kill everyone even distantly related to him, altogether 
five generations. Hsu's grandfathers and mothers, fathers 
and brothers and sisters, cousins, his own brothers and 
sisters, and their children, all killed. These totalled 
66. Seven members of his family escaped. His fifth 
brother escaped from 1st arrest & told Hsu about it. 
13 of his brothers and aunts and nephews were arrested 
& moved to new hsien city. Li Hsiang hsien (a new hsien 
KMT created after 4th campaign on the Huangan & Huang pi & 
Loshan, Hsiao Kan and there they were killed; some shot, 
some beheaded. Rest of family escaped to· the countryside, 
but were captured by the landlords later on. Fifth brother, 
two months later, also died from heart trouble. Mother 
died a natural death. Hsu did not see either father or 
mother after 1928. Mother died in 1930 & Hsu's sisters 
came to ~sk him to return to weep at coffin. Hsu's 
immediate relatives altogether 26 were killed by KMT. 
27 more distant relatives were killed: old & young, 
men & women. The only remaining 7 joined the Red Army. 
Of those five hAve been killed. One is now with the 
4th army; Hsu remains. A whole village was wiped out 
in this way in Huang Pi. Other Red Army leaders families 
were killed with almost equal thorougcness. Generally 
the p~asant masses as a whole were regarded as b2ndits 
& annihilated. ·::uring the 5th campaign the Red re~ion 
was divided into several districts and ench general was 
responsible for destroying the Soviet population. Every 
house had dead in it; under the bed, on the dloor, 
in doorways. White soldiers afraid to go out alone at 
night to we, had to go in pairs; afraid of ghosts. 
Even the dogs shrank away & were afraid. In the 5th 
campaign the Reds did not need to send out spies to 
descry the enemy's movements; they could see their 
route of advance by the smoke of fires, buring of 
villapes & towns. Pea~ant~ fled to the hillsides 
and built huts thre; later the troops went even there 
& destroyed these huts & as peasants fled to valleys 
they were killed. 0 Yu Wan district more difficult to 
destroy than Kiangsi because blockade could not be 
made effective; hence killing of peasantry greater. 

With their mass mase destroyed & their numbers 
depleted, the 28th army was forced to eva,cuate .A. Yv Wa.n 
in August, 1934, f.- left with 5,000 men. 25h t .::trmy 
concentrated in Huang Shan-KuanF Shan border i - defeated 
two divisions of T,iu Chun-huRn in Aug. 1933. Destroyed 
four regiments t captured on regimental commander. 
In September the Red Army moved to Anhui: after their 
departure the killings f ournin~s were C8rried on on a 
big scale. Whites could not win over rnas~es. In Povember 
due to the Fukien Incident, Wang Chen's two divisions 
& those of Fan~ En-poR, moved Awny. The situAtion 

improved. In January, 1934, war was renewed in ?siang Cheng, 
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Han Hsi hsien and a brig "'1 de was destroyed of Ho Lung-miner's 
and the brigade commander captured, named Liu Shou-chun. 
He was killed; he was at same time division command, F.o having 
gone to Lo Shan to receive education.RA then continued 
partisan warfare outside the Soviet areas. 

Ho Chu-kuo &- Wang I-che, 'rungpei comm:,nders, 
now entered the field with six divisions. In February 
was in Lu-.A.n and RA defeated Liang Kuan-ting's brigade. 
In ~arch partisan warfare was fought in the NE of Hupeh 
in 0-Yu-Wan. One regiment of ... ungpei troops destroyed. 
In April RA moved to Lo Shan and defeated a brigade 
of Hsiao Chih-chu & destroyed two battalions. 'Hsiao is 
a Chiang Kai-shek gen). In middle of April Hsiao Chih-chu, 
Ho Chu-kuo &· Wang I-chi began the surrounding of the R A 
at Lo Shan. Several battles vs enemy 4 divisons and 
~ A destroyed 2 regiments. Liu Chung-hua, chn.irman of 
Anhui, co~mander of bandit suppression reinforced by 
2 divisions. RA moved to Anhui and in June captured 
Tai Hu hsien; in middle of July received order from 
c.c. to leave O Yu wan but keep small part of 25th RA 
there. Because in this district no new troops can be 
created, they were ordered to go to Shansi. The 28th 
Army with 3,000 men, was created out of 8, 000 men 
remaning in 25th Army. Main 25th RA forces moved to ~mmm 
Shanpei. 

After this moved to Kuang Shan &· had a w;:i.r in 
Hu Shan Kai. 13 regiments were chasing them. Destroyed 
a regimnet of Liu Chung-hua. 

The above long story of citories with not a 
single important defeat is explained by these facts: 
Reds never fight when likelihood of defeat; they 
followed tactics listed by Peng Teh-h~ai; they knew 
perfectly the geography in which they fought; they did not 
engage in positional warfare; they had a discipline that 
no man could lost his rifle, better to lose his life. 
In the 5th campaign there was no base in which to train 
the white troops captured and they were mostly poo~ 
material, needing long political training.RA was 
several times surrounded, but always managed to 
break through them. No White army could withstand them. 
Very rarely. When the 25th Army left a company wAs 
surrounded by 3 regiments & fou~ht from a villa~e all 
day. At night they came out & bro~e through enemy 
lines with loss of only 7 men. Hsu himself believed 
this company finished, & aas surprised when they 
rejoined mmmm him. 

Another very important reason why Reds cannot 
be accused of burning cities etc: because most of 
their bRttlas are fought in open country, titilizing 
geo¥ra~hical advantages, with few hBbitations or 
buildings, whereas ~hites all fight from cities, usin~ 
them as base~ then destroying them when they retreat. 
Was not men but machines & ~tone forts which finally 
drove Reds out of Kiangsi. Hsu believes they would , 

~ not have been driven from 0-Yu-Wan had Hsu Fsiang-J.i,~ 
' ~ remained; his own army did not want to leave 

when it finally did, plenty of room to develop in 
neighboring districts. Reds in O Yu Wan also fought 
position8l war several times with whites; each time 
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had very good defenses, and a minimum loss. Had slogan 
"an enemy for a bullet. This bullet not ma.de in munitions 
factory but got by sacrifice of ·our brothers' own blood." 
But advantages ate against Reds in positional war & 
whenever possible it was avoided. 

In RA every company or platoon commander during 
battle has authority -to give an order for changing a 
position - to attack, to hold a position or withdraw or 
maneuver. This is not true in White armies. It is one 
explanation of Red success. After battle every leader 
(all co. commanders & higher are CPs) is held accountable 
for his action & they are all discussed in meeting of 
army which any soldier can attend. In battle company, 
squad, platoon & battalion commanders lead attack. 
Hsu himself often disguised self as peasant and goes 
ahead of army, to observe enemy. When conditions are 
right for attack he gives signal 8· leads army into 
battle. In Shansi expedition he captured two battalion 
commanders himself. In every war he goes to the front to 
survey the geographical situation himself; does not 
depend on the map. In every war, great or small, he 
has been at the front of his troops. On March to 
Shennan South Shensi, he was at end of the troops, with 
a regiment, to cover march of army. His mule carried 
10 or 15 men a day; whenever anyone stopped from sore 
feet or wept from weariness Hsu stopped and talked to 
him & comforted him & told him revolution is hard, but 
we must fight if we want to live. Gave them riee on 
his mule. Lost his two front teeith in Shansi because 
turned on horse to inquire of a soldier whether he had been 
hurt by his horse when it bbrushed past him. 

Cf Hsu's enemies T'ang En-pou was most cruel, most 
persistent. He conducted the main massacre of the Soviet 
districts. Troops hated him most of all. 

Soviets in South Shensi 

25th army arrived in October, 1935 in South Shensi. 
War with KMT army under Lu ~hih & here Hsu was wounded 
in the head ( over eye 8r out back of ear). Enemy de~d 
600-700; wounded one regimental commander, killed one. 
In 1935 reached Dan Tien hsien & fought Yang Ho-chien 
in Kuo Pai-chun, where Liu Tzu tan previously defeated. 
Destroyed two enemy reigments. In Feb war with another 
brigade of Yan,c- H•-- -chen; defeated ?- destroyed it. 
Returned to Kuo Pai =hun & fought 'another brigade of 
Yang Ho-chen. Destroyed it in March and captured 
brigade commander, Chang Han-min. He was released. 
Yan Hochun was trying to carry out a surrounding of 
his own of Red districts. In June the RA arrived at 
San Yang, destroyed independent brigade belon~in~ to 
T'ang Chun~-chang of Yan~ Ho-chen & ca pured 2 brigade 
coJHmanders. Nefeated his four brigades. In S. Shensi 
ili~ to west 400, S to N 200 li, iind alre~dy divided. 
Soviet area now about that size. The leader there is 
Chen~ Wei-san provincial C P member. Li Tun~-kwei and Chen~ Shan-jei 
m i 1 it a ry 1 e ad er . rUr mx ex 11rn mN rnRHW mx m.rriiim.oi: mx um± 
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Called Hupet-Honan-Shensi provincial border 
Soviet & has Chu, hsian~ and hsien governments. 
The RA ttere when Hsu arrived ·about 1,000; 
later & now, including partisans about 3,000; partisans 
about 2,000. veographical condition good. Captured five 
hsien cities; Soviets with divided land 4 hsien, partisans 
2 hsien. Cheng formerly was political commissnr to the 
73rd Division of the 25th Army Corps, now 73rd Division 
of the 15th Army Corps. Cheng ohly 23 years old, native 
ot' Shang Cheng (Honan). A brave determined fellow, 
peasant in origins, very bright. Cheng Wei-san is only 
intellectual among the three; he was a middle school 
student. Hsu's present 75th Jivision commander is only 
21 years old. 

In July 25th army moved to North Shensi via 
Kansu. Captured Liang Tan, \f ei Shui, Ching An, L1-:ng Teh, 
and fought Ma Hung in Pingliang, defeated him & destroyed 
his two regiments. In August arrived in Chin Chuan, 
captured a regiment commander, Ma Ke-chi, then entered 
North Shensi & met Liu Tsu-tan's troops reorganized into 
the 15th army corps. In September occurred war at Lao Shan, 
~ar with Wang I-choh. Destryoed whole division - 110th 
& killed the division commander, Ho Li-chun. In middle 
of September another war in Kan Chuan hsien. Destroyed 
4 battl2ions of 107th divisicn, captured regiment commander, 
Kao Fu-:n·sn. In October the Central Red Army entered 
Shensi, together fought war of Chih Lo Chun in Lo Chun hsien 
and destroyei entire 109th division, captured 106th regiment, 
captured division commander, T,iu Yuan-feng, Chief of staff, 
poTitical instr~ctor, almost the whole division staff. 
Liu 1Ater died; chief of staff & pol. commissRr released; 
both were ?ascist~. Nobody belong tr:E army killed after 
ca~ture. (~eds ki 7 leci very few landlords in O Yu Wan aft r 
1st campai~n•s most of them fled. Tater returned as 
guides of ,;bite Army 8 durinrr 4, 5th camoaigns led the 
.5laup.-hter). 

Red army commanders are appointed by the 
military committee on basis of party record, military 
record,&· army commander's recommendation. Army appoints 
company or celow; army corps appoints battalion; above 
th~t mil. com~ittee appoints. 

25th Red Army de~d in 4th 8· 5th campaigns 
about 3,000. After Hsu Hsiang chien left. Total de~d 
lu - 13.JOO. 

Esu did not re~d Comm Manifesto till 1930. 
Did not neei to read it. When principles of Communism first 
explainei to nim he knew this was the road he wanted 
to follow . .:i'fom childhood had hRd a deep cl~ss hatred 
of rich. Jo~ld not visit home of sister married to rich 
family because he knew he would not be treated as equal. 
Never any interest of belief in religion. Rich sister's 
family triei reDeatedly to get him to come to visit them, 
arr~nged a ~re~t New Year's fe~tival, especially invited 
him, tut thoug~ very younp f fond of lantern festivRls 
he would not go. 

Hsu says he has been somewhRt handicapped in 
warfare by :i.ack of academic military instructi0n, but 
this handicap only pronounced in planning mRjor defense 
and gre~~ s~rategy of battle. Hsu feels thAt he is 
weak in plannin£ campaign stratepy; h~s difficulty 



-15-
Book 17 

analyzin~boyer great space of time & distance. In 
tactica!

0
wlrfare he probably hRs no equal outside the 

Red Army. He thinks this is _generally true of all RA 
commanders, most of whom peasants & workers. (Of Hsu's 
three regimental commanders one is worker, other 
peasant, both pure proletarians. He h~s greatest faith 
in them; their courar e & determination unequalled: matchless 
skill in stra.t ..,gy. The knowledge of a wa.r of class interest~, 
strong & loyal cl9SS conscousness in a warrior, more 
important than technical training. Hsu lakes to call 
himself a "coolie." 

Interview of Che~mzu-hua 
Yu Wang Hsien, Aug. 29, 1936 

Che~zu-hua, Po. Commiss~r of 15th Army Corps. Born 
J904 in Hai Hsien Shansi. Originally named - ssu. Later 
he was given to his ~other's sister, who had no son. 
His own family were middle peasants&· his father was a 
merchant. His elder bvother WRS a doctor in the White 
Army. 2nd brother also a merchant. Hisalopted parents 
were poor and when his foster father died they had to 
depend on an allowance from his grandmother. When 8 
he entered classical school and found it very dull; 
he succeeded in getting chan?ed after two ye8rs to a 
"modern'' primary school. Gr':lduated w hen l? years old. 
Eis family wanted to ap ~rentice him to a merchant, but 
he objected; he entered a higher primary school. 
A year later his family unable t n sunnort him and 

~ ~ . 

insisted on his becoming a merchant. He hated this ideR, 
especially because he despised the treatment of 
apprentices as servants in master"s home. Ee was 13 
and he ran away to Yt.:n3heng, where there was a free 
school, including tuition and food, clothes t books. 
He gr~duated from this sc cool m~mm in 1921 when he was 
17. Borrowing from classmates he went to ~aiyuanfu 
whe -::-e Kuo Min Sh i h Fan, a normal school, also free. 
The master was Chao Tai-w4n, now chairman of Shansi; 
one of his sons was a Leftist, out in jail by his 
father and died there; another in Yenching when student 
movement began, his fathsr wQrned him he would send a 
company of trooo ~s to arrest him; son a Red; he left 
school because believed his f~ther meant it. ProRressive 
students at Shih-fan were dismissed if ex pressed any 
liber~l ideRs; most students very poorJ sfr~id of 
dismiss :::. l 1 did not act. In Chen,-·'s 4th year he led 
his cl~ss to drive away chairman of his clRss in sehool. 
Students in a bojy went to see Chao but he was out; talked 
to Yen Esi-shan in ste2d. Yen was informed of his 
exooitation, appropri~ting funds from food su pply, 
decreased ijuality of the food; this was in 1925 & the 
student movement w-::1.s strong throug:, out the country. 
Other chairmBn wanted to dismiss Cheng, but Chao 
ordered dismissal of the teacher, for Yen had been 
informed of his sins. Outside the ~aiyaan Student 
Union WAS risine in ~~position to Yen's tRxes & sent 
letters to Kuo Min Shih Fan, but Chao ~ai-wen 
su ·,1pressed them. Students became indignant on learning 
this, student body rose up & drove chairmin from the 
school; about 30 altogether. Began by destroying 
furniture in house of Yen's secretary; unsatisfied, they 
held a meeting t considered expelling ~11 the 
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chairmen; while this was going on, the chairmen climbed 
over thew all. At this time Feng Yu-hsiang was fighting 
Yen & near the city Yen, fea~ing Feng would win student 
support gr~nted all student dem~nds, abolished chairmen­
ship system, 8· granted student tovernment, with professors 
on 1 y in Rdivisory capacity. Chao Tai-wen left Rnd Chao Pei-lien 
(now Ch. of Mongolian t Tibetan Com□ ittee) became chairman. 
There were over 1,000 students in the school. Cheng w2s 
chairman of the student gov. Ee had been much influenced 
by the ~~ay 4th Movement & he intended to join the Army 
to fight the Japanese invaders. At _this time he felt 
already that there was no roRd for liberRtion exrrept 
revolution. Re joined the C P while still in school, 
in 1926. In the same year he left school and in December 
went to Wuhan, to study in the military 8· political 
aca.dem:r of the Nationalist Govt. In February the split between 
the KMT l!" CP began; the school w.r:.s reorganized; the students 
became a regi□ent in Chang F.Q-kui's army. On Aug. 4, 1927, 
the Regiment was moved to Chekiang, but on Aug. 1 had 
occurred the Nanching Vprising. Chang FQ-k:uei, fearing 
the regiment would join the UprisEngl disarmed them; but 
the men remained there, without arms. ;he C P orgenization 
in the regiment Assigned new work to the men. Re retu~ned 

~ to Wuhan, was sent next to Canton t. from there to join 
j \ LYeh '11. ng < Ro Lung. By time he arrived at Hon~kong 
v Yeh TJng P.lre~dy defeated at Swatow 8- Chqo Chou If Cheng 

had no party connection. Joined the army of Li Chi'suan 
& became a soldier there in the special battalion. The 
company commander was a Shansi native t he appointed 
Cheng as dispatch bearer. Later he became an army 
clerk in Canton. Chang F-Q-kuei now led the 4th Army to 
Canton & Cheng's original regiment WRS there. At Shao Chou 
they were again disarmed; most of them were students. 
Chang ~-lruei moved to West River f prep8red to attack 
Kuangsi. On December 11, the students of his old 
re~iment called the Training rtegiment, about 1,200 
together with the workers c· under party leadership, 
also pa~t of the gendarmes of the 4th army, staeed the 
Canton rprising. (Regiment had been armed by Chang 
to consooidate his rear) In a day the Uprising had 
con tro 1 of Can ton. Chan.~ F-a-kue i re turned immediately 
P.nd on Third Day counter-attacked. Kuangsi meAnwhile 
had be:'?'Un att!l_ck on Ch;:i.ng f. · ultimrttel:r he lost his b::>se 
in Canton to Huang Shao-sr.un. Reds retreated through 
Kuantung to Eai T.o Feng, where arrived one month 1ater 
~ began the first soviet. Cheng joined in with his old 
re~iment during uprising. The special b~ttalion of 
T,i ChR i-sun h;-id been moved to Fsiao Kuan, t Cheng 
escRped from it to join the Pprising .. 

Enemy's force about 10,000. Uprising 
altogether only about 1,500. In 3 days captured 
10,000 rifles. Ruan~ & Chan~ Fa-kuei both in Canton 
when Uprisin~ occurred t both fled to Shameen. The 
troops in the city were Chan€ Fa-:~uei' s Rnd police 
und 2r the mayor & chief of police. Hsueh Yin~~pai was chief 
of staff to Chane. The Mayor C.tu Rui~erh Yeh Chlen-yin? 
was chief of staff to the 4th army t much trusted; now chief 
of st~ff to East Front Army. Ee became the chief of stRff 
of Uprising. Yeh Ting w~s the commander of Vprising. 

Japanese mobilized 200 Japanese marine~ & landed in 
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CRnton but were driven back to Shameen. Over 10 were 
wounded in Cheng's company by British gunboats 
machine guns. In the Canton Soviet govt then 
Chang T'ai-lei wa~ chairman & killed by counter-
revolution; Yeh Ch~n-ying; Peng Pai (who was in H.?) Hailofeng? 
Su Chao-cheng (died later of sickness). Uprising led by 
the Canton C P. 

During Uprising there was no serious fi~hting. 
Only one divisional hqt fought stubbornly for 5 hours. 
Reds did not lose many men; neither did Whites. Most 
of KMT officials fled; few were killed. Most of workers 
joined the Uprising; all except Yellow Unions. 
Chang fa~kuei 3 divisions returned immediately and 
attacked the city; numbered over 10,000. About 10,000 
workers had been armed; some cf them joined RA & 
retreated with R ~; rest left behind were killed by 
White troops or they hid arms. In the 3rd afternoon 
one regiment of Chang's troops arrived in Canton & 
was defeated by Uprising. The main army of Chang Fah-kuei 
arrived next day. At night Reds had retreated. Cheng 
does not know exactly how many were killed. People 
were killed on basis of dress; all poorly clad on 
wtreets were destroyed; those whose work in govt 
offices ~ood were killed because said but workers 

'--

were C Ps. 
Along the road to Hailofeng the training regiment 

changed name to Chinese 11orkers 8 Peasants Army, 
1st Division. In January reached Hailofeng & met 2nd 
Division there. Under leadership of special com~ittee 
there they met to consider ways cf consolidating and 

enlargi~~ Soviet district there. After two months 
strug~le enemy attacked them l army turned to Hailai, 
Ch~iyang, Pu ning . Captured Hui lai hsien city and 
there received wound in left hand which crippled it. 
After a month the Reds were attacked again. Reds turned 
bRck to Hailofeng. This time Cheng stayed in a forest 
on the mountain nursing his wound, with 10 others. 
After a month the Kuantung Provincial Committee ordered 
them to return to Canton; they went en route to Swatow 
and from there to Shanghai. Arrived in Shanghai with· 
$4 and no party connection. Decided to return to Shansi 
to make a connection there. Went to Panking by ship, 
while paying Sl to the servant as bribe, binding S3 to 
his leg in order to avoid detection. 

Peng Pai returned to SJ2.a~hai. w~s arrested in 
1928 and executed there. HaG'rcoFeng was first soviet; 
ran~ed over two hsien, S to N about 400, B to W about 
3ooirl.. to the sea. Both Ha0eng f- L°Cleng were hsien 
in hands of Reds. Land divided & s.g. established, 
with Peng Pai as chairman. He was nearly 30 years old. 
He t ad been a teacher; his family were great landlords 
8- he was a native of Hai Feng, Kuantung. Yeh Fing was 
son of great landlord; married to rich overse ~s Chinese. 
Iater he lef~ revolution and returned to Hongkong, where 
he still lives. Was a young man in first class of Hampoa. 
The rest of Hailofen~ army stayed as partisans in the 
district. RA defeated by Whites~ fldd to seashore where 
got a boRt from the peasants who wer ,~ sympathetic. J.ater 
Whites came!.-· killed all peasants} witb.. slogP.n: "Kill 
every Red. If necessary kill 10 in~ocents to get one Red. 
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By Pingpu Ry Cheng WBnt in a troop train to 
Hsuchow, arriving there with ~l. He then walked along 
the ry to Chengchow, doing 170 li per day, and travelling 
sometimes on rods of the car. Reaching Shansi he found 
his old schoomates either fled, arrested or killed & an 
order issued for his arrest. He had in his grandmother's 
hmme; they sold some .old clothese for him & got together 
$12 and he left Shansui. His destination Nanyang, Honan 
but arriving there he found his relative already moved. 
Feng Yu-hsiang's troops were there fighting Yo Wei chun 
(later killed by Reds in O y, Wan) and Cheng joined 
them as he was broke. Half a month later he met a 
schoolmate who wa s staff officer to the battalion & he 
helped him to promotion. These schoomates had also lost 
connection with the party, but they orgBnized themselves 
& began work in the army. He became a platoon commander. 

In 1929 when Gen. Yo Wei-chun moved to western 
Hapu to fight Chang Fa-kuei three regiments were disarmed, 
by Chang's troops while crossing the river. His regiment 
not disarmed; moved to northern Hopeh. Chiang Kai-s hek 
now sent Whampoa students to replace old officers, and 
this aroused resentment. In two regiments, 4th & 5th, 
the C Ps led an uprising and joined Kiangsi Hupeh West 
Soviet district. Cheng was in 6th Regiment, got no news of 
this. Chiang Kai-shek moved his regiment to Ischang 
on the Yangtse and appointed Chao Wan hsun new divisonal 
comjander, ~f the new 1st Division. On the boat they were 
disarmed & returned to Hankow. There reorganized with 
other regiments not in uprising into the 15th Independent 
Brigade. He was reappointed platoo~ commander. He was in 
2nd regiment of the Independent B¥igade; comrades few. 
Among the soldliers remained the past influence. Therefore 
when in September, 1929, the Red Army attacked, near Tayeh 
(part of Peng 's troops, the 5th ccrlumn) and Cheng's 
regiment sent to attack them, there was a C P committee 
in the brigade and on Dec. 14 Cheng led the 2nd bqttalion 
uprising in the night. Two companies of the 1st battalion also 
joined the Soviet side. The others, 3rd and 2nd bat t alion, 
sent to c r.ase them: 9th company of 3rd battalion joined 
the uprising and frightened the enemy withdrew all troops. 

Aft~~r~fieng joined the 5th column of the 
5th Army . In March 1930, in the war attackin~ Suichan~, 
Kiangsi, 90 li from Chekiang, he was ag?in wounded, a 
long bullet wound in the arm. In May Peng brought the 
other 4 columns to meet with 5th column in eastern Hupeh. 
There they established the3rd Army Copps, or~anized the 5th 
& 8th Army. In June he went to Shanghai to cure his 
wound. In January 1931 went to the Central Sovi~t district 
& wasappointed Regimental Commander in the 35th Red Army. 
After the Third Surroundine th 2 army was reorganized as 
the Independent Third Division & he was appointed 
Division Commander. 

In December 1931 occurred the Ningta Uprising. 
After that he became 0olitical com; issar of a division of 
the 5th Army Corps, a division newly orgRnized from the 
Ningta uprising: it ·was 41st division. Half a year later, 
in 1932, he wns made commander of that division. Later 
transferred to newly organized 14th Division. In 1933, 
November, he entered the Red Academy in Suichin. 
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A month later sent out to become division commander 
of 22nd Division. Later appt. chief of staff to the 
Kuantung-Kiangsi military district. In May, 1934, sent to 
O Yu Wan Soviet district. Arrived there in July & after 
a conference of the provincial committee there he was 
appointed commander of the 25th Army, while Hsu WRS 

Vice-commander. They . mmmmmmmm moved out & to Shensi, and from 
there on he was with Hsu. 

( Yo Wei-chun originally a bandit leader in 
north Shensi. In Tingsien, Anpien, Yen pien he 
organized bandits into the Ching Kuo Chun, or 
Pacification Army, under Gen. Hu Chung-yi. 
When Hu went to Honan to fight Chang Tso-lin. 
Hu died; he became tll~Y of Honan. Fought 
a~ainlt Yen Hui-shan & We Pei-fu. Captured by 
Y rte easea an t Sh . . d b d. en. gain wen o ensi organize an its 
into an army, and joined Kuominchun of Fen~ 
Yu-hsiang. He was c-in-c of South Route Army. 
Later he rebelled against Wu Pei-fu. In Juorninchun­
KMT w~r he was removed by Chiang-Kaishek. He was 
40 or 50) 

Cheng wa~ wounded in Shansi campaign. Walking over 
mt. holding his injured hand with other: a bullet entered 
above ~rist of old injury, pressed hand and bone of one 
hand, entered palm of other & came out through wrist. 
Cannot use hands naturally. Could not use at all for 
two months. 

HSU HSIANG-CHIEN biog. Told by Cheng Tzu-hua. 

Hsu born in Wu Tai hsien, Shansi, about 40 years old. 
(Wu fai Yen Esi-shan's native place). Cheng met Hsu in 
Wuhan. He was then commander of the political detachment. 
Hsu very reserved: talked little. Hsu Hai-tun~ said he 
hed "northern habit'' of talking very 1 i ttle. After 
Wuhan he ~ent to ~~anghai, then to Canton, after ......... 
Nanchang Uprising. He was in Canton uprising, worked 
in headquarters. A gradua t e of first class of Whampoa. 
After Canton Unrising went _::_Hai~, then to Shanghai. 

Yu Wang Esien, August 20, '36 

WA}TG SPOU-'.:1AO, chairman, political dept. of the 15th 
Army Corps. Born in L~ Yang, Honan, 1907, now 29 years 
old. ?amily very poor peasants. He entered primaiy school when 
he was nine years old, a school free of charge; students 
had to furnish only clothes, books t food. Diligent in 
studies; teachers liked him. Once he asked a teacher to 
draw a picture for him and afterwards a landlord's son 
asked for it and teacher gave it to hfun. Wang fought 
with the student; later the teacher punished him for doing 
so. He was much embittered by thP-t esperience and he did 
not forget it; from then on he was imbued with a bitter 
hatred of landlords. He had to earn his own money to pay 
for food & to get his he cut wood. The only wooded places 
were owned by landlords & he had to steal wood from them, 
aften going on these expedition with his brother. One day 
they were caught 8· his brother was imprisoned by a landlord. 
He felt very depressed, and hopeless; life offered no WrtY 

for the poor. ihen he was 12 his family moved a distance of 
100 li ~- went to live with his uncle, the brother of his 
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mother. Sent to become apprentice in a cirecraker 

shop; half a year later he began to study in an old 
Chinese school, with help of his uncle. The teacher 
was a landlord named Li, a relative of his uncle. 
There he worked & studied more than a year. Subsidized 
and helped by Li he went to a higher primary school 
8· there became influenced by the May 4th Movement. 
Organized the poor students in the school in a 
brotherhood. With several friends he began a movemenm 
in his village to start a ni~ht school, to oppose the 
21 demRnds & oppose old Chinese teaching methods & 
ideas; also organized a dramatic club to present plays. 
His father, fearing that when he grew up his family 
would be too poor to get him a wife, had enga£ed him 
when very young. He was now 14 years old & his father 
wanted him to marry .. He refused; he had acted in a 
play as a girl victim of the arranged 1marriage. When 
he was 18 he entered Changsha Shu Yueh Middle School, 
supported by Li & some family friends. Because his 
family very poor & he hadn't enough money to eat with 
other students in the school he ate outside in street 
restaurants f borrowed money from other students. 
Sometimes he was ashamed to borrow, sometimes he could 
not. He got along by eating two meals a day. One night 
feelinE extremely hungry he went to the school restaurant 
to steal some food &· was discovered by the manager. He 
felt both humiliated & indignant. He wrote an essay in 
his notebook called, "On the way to Huang Ton T-in" 
(a ~raveyard with wonderful trees, where he often played). 
This essRy described t contrasted the rich and poor 
students ~ pointed out idleness of former & diligence 
of latter without result. What can we do to change such 
a social world? he exclaiT.ed. ~eacher found this in his 
notebook; he was a liberal & helped Wang through the 
next term. Next year he had concluded he could learn 
nothing of practical use in the middle school; he entered 
the government agricultur~l school, also a free school. 
Here the tuition fee was very low, $8 per year, and he 
was supported by the middle school teacher while he 
studied there. A year [ 6 months later the Chanesha 
students movement be ~an against the Japanese who had 
killed a Chinese warf worker in Changsha. He joined 
the CY in one school and took part in the agitation. 
This was about 1923. He wrote a manifesto attacking the 
school government & authorities & he was expelled from 
school. Returned to Lu Yang; there began to read the 
New Youth. An article ap peared describing the peasants 
.. in Canton & t his inspired him to organize peasant 
groups in his own rural community & orEanize political 
discussion proups. By then he understood the nature 
of the class struggle, and he explained it to the 
peasants. Landlords objected f. · the orovincia.l government 
ordered his arrest. He fled to Canton ~ on the way stopped 
in Shanghai. He used a flase silver dollar in Shanghai, 
unknowingly, I;. was arrested by the British police. He was 
quite innocent, but police treated him roughly and fined 
him ~5 of his small sum, all borrowed from friends. This 
introduction to foreign concessions filled him with haired 
of them. In Canton he entred the peasant school organized 
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by Mao Tse-tung; Peng Pai also a teacher there. 
Here he joined the CP in 1925. Here he received 
further instruction & learned fundamental principles 
of land revcr.lution. He returned to Honan and in 
Changsha joined the KMT. He was also member of the 
CP branch in Changsha. He went to southern Honan in 
1926 & began work am-0ng the peasants in Chi Yang. 
In 1927, due to the Shukoshang Mutiny fled from 
Chi Yang to Tan Hu in south Honan 8· stayed with a 
peasant family for nearly 5 months. Here he read the 
Communist Manifesto, Essential of Capital. In the 
winter of 1927 returned to his native town, IJ8 Yang t · 
led the peasant uprising there. Returned to LO Yang 
& b ecause peasants opposed tAxes, opposed slaughter, 
he organized them & formed a Lo Yang hsien committee 
of which he was secretary. Peasants made three 
attempts to capture .LOV'ang hsien city. Began to 
confiscate the property of landlords & gentry. First time 
had one pistol & about 20 men with him. Hatred of peasants 
for this first landlord so intense that when they went to his 
house & found him fled they burned his house. Small partisan 
districts were organized throughout the hsien. In 1928 
he was appointed secretary to the speci~l committee of 
Honan-Rupeh~Kiangsi border district. The collective 
cultiv~tion system was practiced in Iu YanR & Peng Kiang; 
they did not know how to begin land revo l ution, had no 
experience. Later received instructions from the party, 
after Chinese C P 6th Congress. Divison of land then 
began. Deveeilipment in the So~iet district accellerRted. 
In 1929 established the Soviet Gov of Hupeh-Hunan-Kiangsi, 
special district, Wang a member of committee; he was then 
22. In 1930 when Peng huai captured Changsha be w~s 
sec. to the activities committee. Later he became chairman 
of the Hunan Provincial ~oviet. Li I,i-san was nominal 
chairman but never arrived. Appointed by Central to 
conduct secret work. He~ wife went to Changsha, to 
I-ong lin Shih to work among textile factories. Because 
of destruction of provincial committee his wife was 
arrested & killed by Ho Chien. Wang escaped to Shanghai. 
Worked in party there till 1932 when he reentered F.unan­
Kiangsi Soviet t began work in the C Pas secretary. The 
strug -· le 0 f the ma ss in thi~ district w2s most enthusiastic. 
In Chu ling the cities occupied by Ho Chien's troops for 
two ye ~rs but the masses remained still sovietized outside; 
when hsien ~olice ~ent to country to collect ~axes the 
peasants beat theQ & drove them away; the l ?ndlords also 
cou l d not collect rent. 

In 1933 Hsiao Keh became the 6th RA Corps comm8nder. 
In 1934 Wang- went to ·the 2nd 811 --Soviet Congress: then 
went ~n the ~m~ J ong mArch to the north. ~orked in the 
pol dep t . of the Military Committee until the Shansi 
Esp~ition - th ~ ERst att ~ck. D~ring the East attack 
he was transferred to the 15th Army Corps. 
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The pol. commissar is all powerful in the political 
role of the army. Polit. dept. under direction of pol. 
commissiDn to carry the plans of pol commisar into effect. 
Pol. dept also directs white army work. 

In this collectization experiment the result was not 
good. Attempted to consolidate all farms & share work 
among peasants dividing crop at end of harvest. Peasants did 
not respond to this; their demand was for land of their 
own to cultivate each family for itself. The party 
recognized this & altered its policy. 

Wang thinks the collectivization in the future will 
be possible. At present not necessary. When the Soviet is in 
power over several p~ovinces or a gre~t p8rt of China & 
its power is great enough this can be undertAken with 
energy & confidence & moderation. 

N ieh Ho-t' ung 
Chief of stafff of the Firs r Front Army. 

Born Euyan, Anhui, 1908. Family small landlords 
during his grandfather's time. When he was born his family 
had but 40 mou of land le f t, owed others $7-800, were middle 
peasants. He ent ered primary school at age of 7. Entered 
Han Mei middle sccool of Huyuan, Anhui, a missionary school1 
at 14. A year later he entered a normal school at Anching. 
Two years later graduated. Was member of student government, 
f · student representative. Alre ady some communist members 
in the school &- he was influenced b~,r them. Ee re ad "A B C 
of Communism" ' the "Leeder" a Left mag2.zine. When he 
was a member of student government there was a movement 
vs. Tsao Kun, for bribing representatives mn the house 
of representatives. Students of Anching surrounded 
tuchun tomen & guards killed two students. An order iss1-1ed 
for Nieh's arrest. Fled to Nanchang and there entered 
Fan ~en-7en (tachun of Kiangsi's military acAdemy. Received 
a letter from a school mate, leftist, introducing him in 
Shanghai C P circles. After six months in Academy went to 
Shanghai f worked with Kuo Yu-hun, a C Pleader in Shanghai. 
After the May 30 Movement he was sent to Anching to work 
in oraanizing students: also became teacher in nrivate 

.._. ...._,, I _.. 

middle school, where be worked a year & six months. 
During this time returned once to Shanghai i ~ there 
joined the party; then ~ent bRck to Anchin? ~ worked 
there. It was 1925 or 2b. 1 here were about 10 KMT 
members there~ 3 communists; they cooperated & organized 
the students. After he retired from the school he 
returned to Shanghai & the northern dive had already 
begun. He was sent to Hofei, Anhui by the party. The 
surrounding of Wuhan h~d bea11n; Nanchane already tRken. 
Anhui troops reinforced the front: the rear w2s empty. 
In Hofei he got connection with the 6th middle schoo~; 
went there with another comrade from Shanghai. ~hey 
were introduced by the middle school to the ~est of 
Anhui to the ~in tuan. There were 170 or l EO min tuan 
i they h~d 110 rifles. A landlord's son in t bis district 
was a leftist, returned student from Japan. Through him 
they made commection with the hsien guards in Hofei. 
On -r;he whole they had :::; bo 1: t 100 men. In Auguot they 
be2,"an an uprising I!· raised the KMT bHnner, occupied a 
town. But because they h~ d no experience in the past, 

the soldiers had not been ~eorgRnized, not educated, 
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discipline very bad. After sezzing a town in Hofei hsien 
they simply raised banner & did_not develop. On the 3rd 
dRy a battalion was sent from Hofei to attack them & 
they were defeated. Hsien guard ... and only Nieh ~ 
the Shanghai comrade were left. The two went together 
far th er west in Hofei. They hRd 12 coppers to~ether. 
After a day's travel -they learned from the peasants that 
Chiu Chiang (in ~iangsi) had been captured, and Anhui 
troops retreating. Dis211ising themselves as iefeated 
Anhuites they walked along road back to Hofei. Both 
of them went to take a bath in a H fei bathroom & 

'"' 
there he met the guard co n:mander who cooperated in 
uprising. Next day to Shanghai & made connection with 
C P. Wuhan still being surrounded by southern troops; 
C P helped them into northern army. En route to Wuhan 
they returned to Anching & collected 14 students. FeAring 
inspection ~hey disguised ehemselves. When they reached 
Wuc hang they found it already captured. Kao Yu-han had 
preceded them. Nieh 8· other students joing the party 
school; 2 weeks later he was again called to work in 
the army. Worked as platoon commander of Yeh ~ing's 
Independent Regiment. Party organization there very 
good. Wuchang captured. Mme Sun, ~alen, Borodin, 
inspected them. Eefore departure for Chingchow, on 
northern drive. Returned to Hankow, when Shu Ko Shang 
mutiny occurred. Yeh T'ing, wth one division & one 
regiment defeated Shan Ton-ying.Chiang Kai shek 
openly opposed the C P, Yeh ~ing dicided attack Nanking. 
In Wuhan the Lefist govt began the opposition to the 
communists. Yeh Ting was c i c of all rev. forces 
fighting Sh Ton Ying, the leader of the Shen Kon Shan~ 
mutiny in Changsha. When troops moved to Kuang-chow on 
the ro~d they held a mutiny outside of Nanchnn~. 
Disarm 1:; d part of Cheng- F'u-hsuin's troops. In ..... 
Nieh wRs pl a toon commander, later company commander 
... wounded. 24th f. 25th KMT divisoons had joined 
uprising . After Eailfeng they went to South Kian~si 
and Lin Piao became commander of reor~anizing 
"first detachment" & Nieh was his nolitical commissar. 
Chu Teolti.~ C f_r Yeh Jl1en <'-' vice com~ander. J iscipline ... 
tany CPs tried to induce party to retur~ to Shanghai. 
He was sent to Shanghai ~ then to Canton. Ee w9s in 
training detachment of Chang rrehJlui':::; arm:v f.-· he joined 
the ... Divisona.l staff off icer after :oeorgrlnization of 
RA following defeat in Kuangtung . After short time 
returned Shanghai, worked there near1y three years. 
About 1929 - 30? was sent to Soviet districts. 
Becqme re~imenta.l com; _ander. Wounded in 2nd surroundin~ . ~ 

~ transferred to become chief of staff of 11th division. 
Tater c of s of 12 ~h 8rmy. In fighting Konchow a military 
scnool es~ablished which moves with army. With 1st i - 5th army 
corps as b~sis. Participated in attack on Changchou. During 5tc 
wnr he w~s divisional c of s. After RA entered Kansu he was 
app. Pront Army hats, vice-commander. After east attack became 
bureau he -d. After ~est attack became c of s to 1st Front army hqts 
rnma rried 
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August 26 - Yu Wang Hsien. 

Left Yu Wang Pao at 7.30 after breakfast with 
Peng, Li Fu-chen, P.aiteh, chief of staff and others. 
Rode black pony presented by 1st Division. 4oad a level 
one through a country bare of trees & human habitations. 
Much farmland here has gone back to pasture. GrRzing is good 
& one sees herds of ~heep, goats & cows. We passed a small 
herd of gazelleB on the way. Moving very Bwiftly. Here I 
fir~t saw great patches of bunch grass in the northwest. 
What population there is here is mostly Momammedon, and 
~he buildings in wide courtyards have somehow a Moorish 
aspect to them. The M0slems courtyards are swept clean . 
~s parlor floors, making a contrast to the yards one 
sees in Shansi, where men l beasts live alike and 
under the same roof very often. 

A pl~toon of mounted men weas sent to escort us 
by Hsu Hai-tung & the 15th Army Corps. They were not 
regul.:::ir chi-ping but rode little Mongolian ponies 
smqll thatn the cavalry, but with rumps well filled out, 
fast and lively. We rode quickly over the 70 li, running 
the horses about half the way, which was level. Toward noon 
Wang's cinchstrap broke & he took a nasty spill. His 
pony bolted to Yu Wang Hsien. I rode the big black horse 
captured from Ma Hung Peng's cavalry, one of about 100 
taken in a skirmi8h . . ---

Ha-¢' __.,Teh with his shirt off, galloped his grey 
pony racing with the escort to within 200 ~ards of 
the welcome committee. Then saw it, had to turn 
back to dress. 

There was a welcome committee outside the city 
vate, with a banner spanning the roP._d, ''Welcome the 
American Internationalist to Investigate the Soviet Regions." 
A • buglE: corps played a.s ,,e entered. q_ui te a grand entry. 
The walls of Yu Wang Rsien a.re massive & impressive; they 
were dotted with people come to witness the arrival of 
the foreign devils. Many MohammedRns, with their white 
skull caps, were on the walls. A well-built qnd newly-
made Moslem temple stands just outside the south gate; 
beyond the north gate is another and there is a street 
of shops between two pretty towers, in one of which 
was a theatre at one time. 

Inside the city the trooops 0f the 
73, 75 t 78th divisions were lined on the streets by 
companies, corning to attention for salute as we passed, 
then singing songs and shouting slogans of welcome. 
I felt like a generalissimo with his prick out. B~ttalion 
& regimental flags were unfurled t bu~les rRng in the 
old city. Within the brick-faced wa11s the city itself .was 
small, with very few ho~ses standing~ Most of the buildings 
were in ruins - old ruins, years old it seemed, and the 
city look like a Greek ruin, with none of the nobility 
of Greei architecture. Most of the buildings were 
destroyed about 10 years ago, during the great Mohammddan 
rebellion here. A new suburban town has grown up outside 
the walls and here the·rnagistra ~e'~ office was located. 
The building was a pile of ruins, smoke-scarred & with 
crumbling walls, destroyed by the mRgistrate before he 
fled to the city and thence over the walls at night, 
when the RA entered. 
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At the north end of the city we were met by 
Hsu & his stafff, who escorted us to a three-storied tower 
in the center of the city, where quarters were provided 
for u~. A bomb-proof shelter had been built underneath; 
~bove it was a comfortable apartment of two rooms, 
with a balcony over-looking the city. A splendid view of 
the mountains could be had on every side; to the north 
lay the city of Weichow, only 40 li distant, where a 
battalion of Ma Hung-klolei's cavalry is located & 
ab out 500 min tuan. 25 li to the northwest one could 
see the Reds last pao lei or fort where there is a hot 
spring, and then beyond it the pagoda of Weichow. We 
stood in the city tower where the magistrate had formerly 
lived and which Hsu had arranged very comfortable board 
beds, well off the floor, had brought melons, apples, 
sugar & coffee for us. The coffee tad been presented 
to him by some French missionaries in Anpien ~nd TunF-pien. 
We sat with his staff and talked till midnight. Hsu told 
of the capture of this city two months ago. ~here was 
only a minor battle. The 15th army surrounded the city 
for about 10 days. Inside were 1,000 min tuan and a 
brigade of Ma Hung-kuei's cavalry. Reds made no attack 
till one dark night. Then sent a company of men up a 
ladder, who took up a position on the wall & covered 
the arrival of the rest of Red troops. There was little 
righting. Before dawn the Reds hqd disarmed the min tuan 
& surrounded the entire brigade of cavalry. Only one 
Red was killed; seven wounded. The min tuan were given 
a dollar each; the Moslems $2, ands ent on their way. 
Some of the Moslems joined th~ RA. The mRgistrate & 
brigade commander escaped by climhing over the east 
wall during the fight. All buildiig to the south of 
city were destroyed by Ma Hung-k. 

A~gust 27th, Yu Wang Hsien 

Talked all mornirg with Hsu Hai-tung, and then 
afternoon till 5 o'clock, while he told the ~mazing and 
unknown stor~r of the development of the 4th ~ed Army in 
Hupeh-Anhui-~onan- 0 Yu Wan. Hsu h8s over 7 wounds, 
but despite these is lively as a child. Somethin~ 
willful c- impulsive and naive about him like a child 
too~ te is a oure proletarian leader, one of few in 
RA. Has two teeth missing as result of a fall from 
a horse l their deficiency, when he smiles, which is 
often, increases the impression of childlike modesty, 
simplicitJ, bashfulne~s perhaps, about him. His figure 
is slight but wiry & full of endurance & evidently very 
strong; he is proud of his strength & his m2rksmanship~ 
He does not eat much seems li~e Rll RA mem to be 
hardly a~are of what he eats, he rises at 4 o'clock, 
and works hard. His organizing ability is seen in the 
condition of his army ~nd the ne~tness, orderliness and 
discipline of his.troops. A remarkable thin~ about RA 
is t hat oerhP..o§ ofi!y revolutionary army in which o.,.. ·i er V • • • a!'e and cleanliness & respect for property rully maintained. 
The long history of strug?le it has built up an iron 
discipline, passed over the st~re of confusion & disorder 
which fegtures most revolutionary armies. Thu8 it is 
almost inconceivable to anyone who hRs seen RA thRt 

its entr:r to a town should cause riot, looting, burtinp-, 
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R.A. itself kills no lRndlords, traitors or oppressors, 
except officials and Militarists. The masses themselves 
under guidance of C P & Soviet govt, carry out whatever 
punishment is given such culprits. 

At six o'clock a great mass meeting was called 
outside the north gate, to "welcome the Internationalists.'' 
The sta~e was in a former theatre building f~cing a kind 
of sQuare formed by two rows of flat-roofed buildings on 
each side; the opposite end of this open-air theatre was 
closed by a tw-story temple. ~he square was already 
densely packed with troops when we arrived, and there 
was a "baleen" crowd on the roofs of adjoining bldgs, 
making altogether perhaps 3,000 people. Some Moslems 
were there also. Tne lines of soldiers sat on bricks 
carried by themselves and their bayonets sparkled in 
the setting sun. There were banners strun~ Rcross the 
roqd and ~asters in English welcoming us. One said, 
"Welcome the American friends of Chinese peopel, 
come to the Soviets on Excursion." The sentiments 
of A.11 were kind & comradely. 

I was introduced & spoke on the world political 
situation, and explained why I had come to Soviet China. 
They seemed to li~e what I said; I was frequently 
interrupted b;,r slogan, a.nd these were led by the· 
Political Commiss-ir, Cheng Tzi.;-hua, a thin, frail 
figure ... ith nasty bullet wounds in both hands, that 
have crippled them, so that thay look ?.S if he h2d been 
crucified. 

The plays that followed, given by the C Ys of 
the ffied Army Players, 15th Army, ·were the best acted 
& most original I have seen .... of the "TnternA.tionql", 
and I thought of th e contrast with the "Internqtional" V 
of Peipin ,~, a contrast of life 8· deat c. , between a livin-g­
force & 9 deqd one, a young & growing culture & Rn old, 
disillusioned, spent & de~e~sed one. Then there WAS a 
play about Mancht:riri, a tning of sever~l scenes, sh~o"ing 
the development of ~n uprising among the merchants in a 
town there. First it showed the petty merchants gathered 
under their umbrellas in a market place displeying their 
ware~ & pe ~cefully hawking them. Japanese soldiers 
entered • ... ith e. strutting nalk, .::i.nd sampled the goods. 
One walied over to a seller 01 beef f. sme1linp it 
decided it ~as good. He pickea up a hunk & walked off 
with it. When the merchant demanded his price the Jap 
turned on hi:n in great fury & lectured him on the benefi-fs 
of Manchu~uo, how Japan h!).d saved the ~1ianchurians from the lteds. 

"'~hi1.ng Vai-shek knows this very well. Fe gave us all Manchuria 
for nothing and yet you sit there & demand money from us 
for your beef! YR~ He strikes himself and stP-lks off. 
Other~ cmme in and maltreR~ the merchant~. At 1~st they 
have nothin~ left. Finally someone enters & s~ys the 
Volunteer Anti-Japanes .... Army is cominP.". The merchants 
shout excitedly, turn over their umbrellas & stools, 
and. shout, "Join the Volunteers!" Do.-, r. with the 
Japanese opore~sors! Unite with the ~ed Army to destroy 
im 8eria 1 ism!" 
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A Mohammedan playlet very well done showed a 

v 
propagandist of Ma Hung-kuei at work, warning the 
~oslems of the approach of the Reds, telling them of 
their looting, kiJling, burhing & rapi~. Then the 
RA enters & politely the men ask for ~ood, lodging, etc, 
but the Moslems h~ve buried everything f their ~omen 
& children are hiding. !hby pretend they are deaf and 
dumb. The Reds go into the fields & collect their crops, 
bringing them back & again asking the ~rice. They put 
money on the table and walk off. The Moslem is 
autonished & spe~ks to them. The next Reds who come 
buy his provisons already taken out of hiding & pay him 
what price he asks. Next scene shows Moslem women & 
children returning; then there is a~~ne in which 
Mosl~~ peasants hold a meeting & decide to punish 
Ma HungOKui's propagandist. 

Sitting next. to me through this was a former 
Tungpei soldier & he enjoyed the play enormously, 
especially about Manchuria., I talked to him between 
acts; he was from Heiling~ng '!r- and he fought 
the Reds in an early war in S hansi, joing them during 
the battle. Was it better here, I asked him. ''Very 
much be :ter ,'' re replied. But w hy, what v-.as the 
difference between RA and Whi : e Army? He gave me 
half a dozen reasons, but first among them was that 
the Reds were anti-Japanese; next, the offic~s lived 
like the men; then because the RA helped the people, 
because it wa~ a revolutionary army, because the food 
was better, treatment better, because the people liked 
men in the RA but despised the White armies. 

Augu~t 29th - Yu Wang Hsien. 

Spent the morning talking to Cheng tzlrhua, 
political commiss ~r of the First imy Corps, whose 
biography appears elsewhere here. In the afternoon we 
rode over to Hung Cheng Shuie and there saw the 
"front line.'' There were a few for"':.s, pao lei, on 
points around the old city wall, a very ancient and 
crumbling structure. There was a for· . on a strategic 
hill directly behind the tow-n 8- the whole position was 
garrisoned by the 81st Division of the 15th Army Corps. 
Hsu Hai-tun~, Wan~ Shau-tao, Han Hsing-tzu, and 
Fan~ Shao-t~ng accompanied me. We visited the 81st 
Division Lenin Room & ate watermelons for an hour, 
F.ai ~eh ~lone consuming no less than five. The place 
is famous for its mineral spring and the water from 
a small stream irrigates the finest gardens in the 
hsien, all varities of vegetables and melons being 
~rown, as well as gra~es, a1ples, pear~ and other fruits. 

Late " we went to the front fortifications a.nd 
looked down on WeichowJ only about ~O li distant, 
v.here 500 cavalry of Ma F1,;ng-ku.ei's are stationed. 
We walked out beyond the limits of Red territory, 
marked by some target posts, ~nd for a □oment 

wandered through the no man's land toward Weichow. 
Not a shot was fireJ; on the walls of deichow, through 
the glasses, one could not even see a sentry. During 
my st~y in the Red regions so far I have he~rd only 
3 shots fired; one accidentally, by a soldier who 
gave me his ~unto examine, the other by a soldier 
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on the road who took a long shot at a gRzelle, the 
third a trench mortar fired so that I could 
photogranh it. 

The Reds have decided noi to attack Weichow. 
Although it could easily be taken, its population is 
90% Mohammedan 8- RA does not wish to give Moslems 
idea that it is warring on them. ~here would be lootin~ 
and plundering during the fight by the White troops 
& Reds inevitably would be accused ot it and the fact 
made into more prop. by MaHungKuei. The Moslems in the 
town themselves, about 500 families, are organizing 
a movement to eject Ma Hong-k:uei's troops, who are 
living on them. An shien is leader f.· is now under 
survellience. A policy of surrounding, of encompasing 
the city with Red territory, is the~efore being carried 
out. It is expected that it will then submit, probably 
with no fighting. 

Returning to Yu Wang Hsien in the evening I 
talked more with C. ~aag. He told me something about 
Chu Teh's present wife. She is a peasant woman with 
very large fest & hands, strong as a cow, stronger 
than most Red soldiers, and she sometimes carried weak 
ones on her back during the T-ong March, which she made v 
entirely on foot. She is an expert shot, and before her 
marriage commanded a partisan detachment herself; still 
frequently goes to the front 8 fights with the soldiers. 
She was married to Chu Teh at ChirIA-Ka:fhen; they have 
no or'fsnring. Chu's first Red wifeOwas captured ::it the 
same place by the KMT. Her stomach was cut open, her 
skin pulled away and her breasts sliced off, then her 
body thrown back to the Reds. Chu Teh still has another 
wife living out3ide, somewhere in Szechuan. 

August 28th (should be before last) 

This afternoon also I went to a political 
discussion group of one company of the 75th Division, 
nucleus of which was Hsu's 25th Army. rhe content is 
recorded in a notebook elsewhere. The subject was the 
R A policy tow~rd the Moslems &· the discussion v 

revealed a remark~ble grasp of the fundamentals of 
ComQmnist policy toward minorities. No other army in 
China could discuss with such intelligence Rnd clarity 
t he political ~ue s tions here debated, around which 
revolve s ome of the maj or political f ecnomic problems 
of all China ; the Far East. ~hat the men were not 
hand- : icked but were r~nk 8 file, was clearly demonstrated 
by the fact that they were chosen simply because it 
hapnened to be their hour for political discussicn 
that I pici<:ed. That their speeches 8· talk were not mere 
memory work w~s qlso evidenced by the promptness & 
clarity with which they answered questions I put to them. 

Durin.:-:- t :.2 morning I u=id inspected the quart ;:; rs of 
the various reg iments 8· companies 8 h~d found them one 
and all neat, clean and habitable. They were more 
crowded than in the First Army G-orps, due to lack of 
bld{!s. here. Although Yu Wang Hsien has Rn impressive 
wall it has little else; evidently most of the inhabitants 
were driven out to build it. There are few houses & the 
ruins of those left standing are at le~st several years 
old, : et I daresay if KMT troops recapture the plRce mm we 
will see mo.ee stories of Re i destruction ?· burning, based 
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on their ancient ruins, relics of the Han-Hui wars. 
Today I also visited the Mohammed qn regiment of the 
15th army & found it the neatest and cleanest af all. 

Augu~t 29 (cont'd) 

News came tonight of the _Uprising of 3,000 of 
Ma Hung-kuei' s troops, who have just joined the 2nd &· 
4th Red Armies, at ... in South Kansu. These men were 
formerly in Sun ~'ien-yeng's army in Suiyuan. After the 
collapse of Feng Yu-hsiang's rebellion in 193), Yen Hsi Shan 
pursued Sun Tier{;ying to the 8obi desert and there 
Ma Hung-kuei's army disarmed them. He reincorporated 
several thousand into his army, but so far hAs never 
trusted them. Instead of garrisoning them in the cities 
he kept them in the villages~ always north rf the 
Yellow ? iver. When Reds appeared in South Kansu Ma 
had no troops to send to meet them except there. He 
consulted his divismonal cavalry commander, Li 1sung-yi, 
about it~ the cc c assured him they were quite 
reliable. He therefore added a re~iment to the 2,000 
original Sun Tien-ying forces & sent them to attack the 
RA. As soon as the Reds were in the neighborhood 
Li ffisung-yi sent Chu Teh a message of allegian·ce 8· the 
entire division was placed under his command. This is 
the biggest single uprising of KMT troops since the 
Ningtu at:•air; when over 20,000 went over in one night. 
The towns now occupied by Si n Tien-ying's forces are 
Lin Tso & Chango, which are being held for the RA, 
places which Ma ordered them to defend. Curiously enouah - ~ -
the local people here had the news of this uprising 
severAl days ago, no one knows how, evidently through 
the Kl: 120 Hui, but the Red Army hdats would not credit 
it until receiving the above telegram directly from 
Ctu Teh' hdats. Other news received today told of ,, 

daoture of Wei Yuan 8 the surrounding of Lung Hsi 
by the 4th front army. 

Wang -+.; old me something of Ma H1,;ngkuei's 
marital life. He has five wives, the latest addition 
to the harem being a Soochow University girl, for whom 
he paid ~50,000. The Tientsin < Shanghai papers made 
a bi~ story of this marriage & entered in some detail into 
facts of Ma's private life. Ee had flown down from 
!linghsi,q specially to meet his new ~~ife and t :1ke her 
home, & it made a gooa color story. It seelli _d that a few 
monthB e~rlier Ma hed imported a Western-trained secretary, 
through Nanking, to help him modernize his realm. ~his 
secretRry had sat for days with nothing to do, qll his 
conversations with Ma centering on the modern woman & 
her superiority to the old-fashioned. Finally the 
secretary h8d got the idea & flew b ~ck to Shanghai, 
whe~e he collected a number of photogrqohs of possible 
candidates. Oi the~e Ma chose one & the bar~ain was 
made. After these stories had appe~red Ma Eunv-kuei 
becqme annoyed & telegraphed to Chiang Kai-shek to 
sDppress the~e oalacious ~Bpers. He sent a ~pecial 
dele~ate to Nanking t o urRe a more rigid control of 
licentious p~ess. 
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On marriages, I also le~rned from Hai Te h that 
Hsu F.-t has a wife here. H T met r1 er in the hospital, 
where he had tiffin. She is petit & a go 0d comrade; 
some embarrassment of Hsu makes him deny he is married, 
evidently chiefly because he h~s ~one through no 
formal ceremony with her. I jokingly told him he was 
afr~id his former wife would divorce him if the news 
got out. Like Peng Teh-huBn he would retur~ one day 
to O yu Wan l find an old newspaper in which his 
wife had adve:-tised that s r. e was no longer responsible 
for him. He laughed very much at that, and saii dry ly 
that he did not think she would spend that much money on him. 

August JO -
Bugles be Yan sounding very early this mering 

about three I think, anywr:y long before dawn, and kept 
blowing steadily till we left at 6.30. Byy that time 
the main force of the 15th army was already on the road. 
Only Hsu, Cheng, ~ang & other members of the staff 
remained with us & left the city with the hdats guard. 
How smoothly, how simply, the great army moves out of 
the city! It is an excellent illustration of the 
simplicity & yet thoroughness of RA organizRtion, of 
the splendid ~nd systematic command with which it is 
endowed. Yesterday afternoon I visited the main part 
of the army still in its b~rracks, not a thing moved, 
the Lenin rooms still intact; this morning it is all 
packed on the backs of mules 8 men on the road. The 
degree of responsibility placed on the younger officers 
~- the rank and file was evident also from the fact that 
Esu felt free to spend the afternoon & evening with us; 
one would not have suspected that here was a man in command of 
8,000 troops, about to move westward 200 lion a new 
campai2n. Plans for the march were completed days ago, 
I was told; every detail of the new territory had been 
examined, the RA knew exactly where it would stay on 
each dgy. For the past four days peasants moving b~ck 
and forth across nomansland hBd been detained by the 
RA, to prevent news of the new movement leaking out. 
Their advance, as later events showed, was whol 1 y 
unexpected. 

We wRlked out across the grassy plain th9t 
morning in the rear guard of the army, and before us 
as far ~so e could see stretch a long serpentine 
of men. 4 few li outside the cit;v a signal WRS given 
& the army suddenly left th e road to disperse in 
small groups for a practice air-raid. Every soldier 
suddenly mmmmmmmmmmma bec~me another clump of grass 
on the long treeless landscape. As you looked aheRd 
it seemed only that the grass clumps thickened near v 
the ro~d. After 100 yards you cuuld not distinguish 
men from the green fields, and only the pack animRls 
in the rear, which might h~ve been a large caravan 
were visible. The cavalry was already well in the 
vanguard. 

With this ~rmy I saw no camp followers except 
a pack of 30 or more beautiful Kansu hounds who ran ✓ 
closely bunched, ranging b .-1 ck i - forth across the plain 
in chase of an occasional distant ~Rzelle or a hedg~og. 
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They barked joyously & scrapped with excellent humor, 
and evidently liked the idea of going to war. Some of 
t he soldiers cBrried along pets _of their own; one or 
two had little white .• tied to a string; another hRd 
a pet slate-colored pigeon perched in the saddle of his mule. 

At a mud fort on the road, whicc looked quite 
li~e t he outposts of Arabia one thinks of the connection 
with the Foreign Legion. I told Hsu & the staff go 0dbye. 
Wh ~t a dee ~ly human fellow he is. W_lked hand in hand 
with me for the last mile, talking abo~t the army, his 
own army & the condition of the men. Twice he asked me, ...,...,.--­
"Can't you give us some advice on how to improve? We are 
only ignorant peasants you know &- you come from the outside 
world, of which we know prrlctica1ly nothing.'' He said he 
hoped more Americ~ns would come to see the Red Army or 
work with it; he asked me to come back again; he repeatedly 
asked this. It seem sd to me that there were really tears 
in his eyes when he·told me r,oodbye. "We will meet again," 
he said. "Certainly we will mr et again." He gave me a 
black snuff bottle before we left, apologized because he 
had nothing better, gamd that the men of the 15th army 
wished me to have · it so that I would not forget them. 
It Lad once belonged to a Mongol prince & was famous 
throughout the district among the peasants. 

I returned with Fu, Hai Teh 8 Wang l · vv·e gr1l lo ._ ped most 
of the wr1 :i . I h ·· d a sp l endid little Mongol nony, a "gift" 
of Ma Hung-pen ? to the 15th army. We covered the 50 li 
in 2½ hours and by 2 o'clock were back in Yu Wang Pao, 
where we found the 1st army corps already moving. 

For an 1101.' r .- r more I stood under the great 
stone gate of the city, beside the half-demolished wall 
(one kind of "destruction" really done by the Reds, for 
military reasons) witching the First Army Corps de part 
for new territory, en toward Eai Yuan, some 200 li distant. 
The long carav~n of men f animals stretched out over 4 or 
5 li. Sverything had its place and there seemed to be 
every necessary of a gre~t army, although mRny ofthese 
necessaries were improvisations. The arms were first 
class in every resnect: latest tyne German and Czecho-

t; - ~ .. -· 

slovacian rifles, British automatic rifles, machine .£'Uns, 
Mausers, artillery batteri9s f shells well-kept t covere 
in their canvas capes. But the smaller articles were less 
unifrom f· showed more in~enui t~-.r : camp stoves ma.de of oil 
cans! kettles, buckets, etc, also mP.de of them, pots t 
cans likewise. The players went by witt their portable 
... s t aring a mule between them, and singing. fhey 
carried a grama hone with them t some records; prizes 
of a wr1r with Kao Kuei-tsu. In Ho Lien Wan also WR.s 
a gramaphhne with one French record, the Marsellaise on 
one side f a ... song on the other. Another record w~s 
a French comedy son ~ ,one of those laughing things, Rnd the 
ro nmful of Reds WRS in tears wt en it hPd been played, and 
holding their sides. ~his was proudly brought to our 
room in the Lenin Corner and we were entertained with 
Chinese opera singing. The Shao Kuei's sto ·d around in 
greRt awe ~nd bewilderment staring at the machine. 
Even the voluble Lu, our body~r1.rd (I-u Ming 'Tl' ien) w~s silenced. 
He finally decided the noise cµme from a wire attached to 
the m~chine somewhere, but he cr uld not find the wire. 



This evening we had dinner with Peng & Nieh, his 
chief of staff, and Liu Hsia~ of his political department. 
Together we consumed several wat~rmellons & tal~ed of the 
problem of a lao-pou for Peng. Here a wife is not called 
tai-tai or fu-jin, but lao-poa. Peng said that he had never 
had time for a wife & had less now. Anyw8y there was no 
woman who could live as he lived. We pointed to his growing 
stomach and doubted it. Peng is the nearest to a fat man 
the Red Army boasts. But is not reRlly fat at all but well 
filled out. Chu Teh, he claims, is fatter than himself, 
or was before they part sd in the Man-tzu regions. He is 
also about Peng's height, which is a coup 7 e of inches 
shorter th~n myself. 

Peng wanted especially to send the greetings 
of the RA to Lu Hs~n, Mao Tun~ Suzie. He said to tell 
L H that the whole RA read his let~er & deeply loved him 
for it; that they would have answered except that 
communications were very bad. They would welcome Lu Hsun 
& Mao Tun in the Red regions~ believed it very important 
for t r em to come here & write & help raise the cultural 
level in the Red regions. The effect on the intelligentsia 
outside would also be very great, he thought. Peng sent 
~reetings to A.S. also & a promise of a warm welcome if 
she would come to the Red regions, likewise to ShihLao-po. 
Peng, speaking of culture,aaid he belie~ed that a great 
art could not develo~ _during a rev. period, but only after it. 

Sept 8 - Ctang Chia Chia 
We left Y1; Wang Pao this morning at 6 o'clock. 

Bugles sounded from about three, as the remainder of the 
1st Army Corps moved westward. By five O'clock the Hdqts 
gv~.rd, 500 men, inc uding c2.valry, Wr3S ready 8, w2iting 
outside Pen~•s hdqts. Peng made all his preparations to 
leave in an hour. This consisted chiefly in packing his 
belongings into two tin boxes - clothes, maps, telephone 
& batteries, and was ready for the road. \;e had breakf2.st 
together, hR.dl~st farewells 8 as we laughed~- talked t ate 
melons Peng mentioned casually that 1st corps expected 
a b2.ttle today, and left the town together, Peng to the 
west, I to the south. Last night, after a hard day's 
ride, I was up till one o'clock taking down Nieh's 
biogra phy. ~ang stayed up till three finishing the transl~tion 
of Mao's interview. 

In a talk yesterday with Liu Hsiao I learned of the 
election here two days ago of a Mohammedan Independent 
government. This is tfue first of its kind created in 
Ninghsia & Liu B Peng were very happy about it. Over 3JO 
delegates attended, representing the Moslem villages of 
Yu Wang hsien, and elected by Moslem village govts, created 
for the first time under the Soviets. The meeting 
represented the hsien revolutionary c 0mmittee mass meeting 
and on it~ agenda ~ere three main topics: 1 - formation of 
a county self-government, 2 - formation of an autonomous 
Moslem army, 3 - formation of an anti-Japanese society. 
Among the delegates were several mmm, one or two landlords, 
and two middle school students (from Ninghsia) both sons of 
landlords. The great majority were poor men, most of the 
rich men 8· lAndlords having fled when the Reds arrived. 
Elected to the chairmanship WAS Rn old whiskered man, 

long resnected in the community, a poor mRn and honest, 
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a good Moslem, a beliver in Han-Bui cooperation. Committee 
were elected for the formation of an autonomous armv to • 
guard the new independent govt against counter-revolutionaries, 
for the form:::,tion of an ;:inti-,Japanese society, for the 
formation of a Ean-Hui cooperative society. The Moslem 
govt is indepenient of the Soviet government here, which 
only supervises the Hans, butaC Pis advisor to it, & 
Moslems army is trained by RA. 

An important part of the business accomplished 
at this historic meeting wRs the decision to execute 
mmmmmmm a KMT tax collector arrested by several of the 
Moslem village governments & brought to the meeting for 
trial. This fellow had collected taxes for old Ma Hung-kuei 
before the Reds came; later, after their arriv~l, he 
continued to collect ta~es under the name of the Soviet 
govt. This infuriated the villages i tcey protested to 
Yu Wang Pao. ·,,hen th~y learned that R A was col, ecting 
no taxes they immediately seized him and brought him to 
the meeting. The chairman asked what should be done with ✓ 
him. "Boil him' " "Burn him alive" ''Cut him to pieces." 
The crowd shouted. Dozcins cf mild looking whiskered old 
men got up & demRnded his death. When a vote was called 
among the delegates not a single hand w~s raised against 
the death penalty. He was promptly stat by the Moslem 
partis8ns who had ~rrested tim. This is the only execution 
that occ1.:rred in Yu 1·, ang Pao while I was there. 

Not only are the Moslems beginning to cooperate 
with the Reds, but here for the first time the ma~ority 
of the K-CZ..Lao Hui, an ancient and once ~atriotisss86Iety 
of China, is being won over on the basis of the antiQ 
Japanese united front. Only two months ago, when Reds 
first came he:r:-e, the K<l Lao Eui WP.S s:iJ 1 opposed to 
RA & heloed ~he Whites, as min tuan, as spies, as 
sabateu:r:-s, etc. Now ~hRt the society hRs become open 
and reorganized as anti-Jap force it is activel:v working 
with th ·.: revolution. Anti-Jap partisP..n groups are being 
formed by it 8· trained by RA to work in Suiuan, Kansu ~ 
Shensi. Delegates .Rve also been sent to the White districts 
to form partisan units there. Liu told me of a Ko Tao Hui 
here who was given partis~n work to do in the White districts. 
Immediately after the meeting r.e went home and mRde preparations 
to le8ve. In a few minutes he came out of his door & gave 
his wife a few instructions &- told her goodbye. ''I ·w·on' t 
see yol for at least two years," he said, "if then. You 
can marry again if you like & you can sell our land. 
You are a free woman. I have work to do for the country." 
At this his wife broke into tears. He became very angry 
and to1d her, "You don't ap~reciate how progressive I 
am. This is wh~t the Soviets have done for me. If you 
were married to another man he would not treat vou as 

" well. He would kill you before he left. I leave you a 
free womqn. '' This fellow h8.d been working with the 
Reds for only 2 months. There is no question th~t the 
Reds have brou~ht hope, happiness, purpose in life & 
not leRst an escape from dreary marriages~ lonesome 
wives to hu~dreds of men now in the army. Although the 
married men in RA are small in percent~~e they are 
most reliable, rarely get 1-:omesick f· never .,.,.gnt to v' 
return to their wives. Wives also have found release 
from dull husb8nds in the sa · e WRY, urging them to 
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join the RA, declaring they will disown them if 
they do not, shaming them & humiliating them into the 
fro~t. At Yu Wang Hsttn one of the plays presented t--­
showed the method of socal pres~ure used by the peasants 
to enlist new troops from the married as well as 
unmarried men. This is certainly in direct contrAct 
with all Chinese teaching & beliefs in the White district, 
a marriage once made, especially among the peasantry 
is virtually impossible to break, except with complete 
loss of dignity & social position to the man or woman 
guilty of the crime. 

Conversations with soldiers. 
In Yu Wang Pao we w~lked around the wall one 

morning 8 below the city opened up like a kettle from 
which the lid has been lifted. Moslem men~ women in 
their courtyards were doing domestic tasks: grinding 
floor, sorting corn, · etc. Moslem courtyards here 
generally are spotless, swept clean several time a day. 
In one corner is a stone stairway leading up to a 
flat- roof where worship is performed. In every courtyard 
also is a house with very thick walls, some three or 
four feet thick, with a roof of eQuRl depth, where the 
family cPn retreat in time of wrr or riot. Moslem women 
generally are cle~n, strong & handsome, with natural 
feet, though of the Han Moslems many women bind their 
feet like the Chinese. Eere their cultural & economic 
level is distinctly higher than the Chinese. 

While walking around the wall I cam upon two 
little buglers & we sat down t talked together. He was 
14, hdd co~e clear from Kiangsi & had been in the RA for 
4 years. Eis family lived ne~r Changchow & ¼hen the RA 
came there ne heard thRt it helped poor people & he went 
to ask them to help his family. Later on~ A did ~o to 
his district, his family w2s given land & three of his 
brothers joined the army. They hRd been tenant farmers 
before that, ~ere heavily in debt, & rar~ly h~d enough 
to eqt. ~very winter they cooked wood bRrk for soup. 
He had no idea where his nrothers were now; when he 
last saw them they were fighting with Fan Chih-min in 
F'ukien. He said the peasants in Fukien had 1.oved the 
RA very much, :::s their R. A. They h~d made "a thousAnd 
then thous:-,nds of shoes'' for the Reds with their mm 
hands. He as~ed me a aout the J~panese in Peiping. How 
did they treat the Chinese in l\!anchuria? Was it true 
that Japan h ~d occupied North China? How ~bout youths 
in my cuvntry? Was there a C.Y. there? A C.P.? ti_ ~ A ? 
He could not understand why if there w~s a C P there 
was no Red Army. WhRt was the use of a C P w it t·out 
an army? I t2d no convincing answer for him. He hRd 
asked me about conditions there & he used my 4nswers now to 
debate with me. There ~ere capitalists, great landlords, 
heavy t~xaticn, with the great mass of people serving 
them, many farmers without land, WRsn't it like China? 
Why no Red Army? 

Cne night in Yu Wang Pao also I talked with 
several soldiers who had wandered in to watch the foreign 
devil t~ke a bqth. They sat around perfectly Rt eRse, 
unli~e pe~sants in the White world, as if they don't 
belon~: they knew tb1·s w~ th • 4 nS e1r army, their city. 

where 
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Their land. Another soldier had come from 
Chang-chow. He had been in a middle school there run 
by Spanish priests. When the Reds had come over 50 
middle school students hadleft to join the army. All 
of them, without exception, had remained, mRny were 
in the 1st Front Army, some in Pao An with the govt, 
some with Chu Teh. In his school one of the professors 
was a Formosan, Tsai Chuan, today minister of in~erior. 

Our guard on the day's trip from Yu Wang Pao 
numbered 30 troops. Whenever the RA moves the min tuan 
become active in the rear 8 Peng thought it a~visable 
to send an adequate escort with the foriun devil. We 
rode over a 70 li trail across rounded mountains & 
uninhabited plateau, miles t milss of it, without 
seeing a living soul. It is splendid grazing country, 
with fine tall grass, very thickly grown, but no one 
farms the land & evep the herds of sheep & goats one 
sees elsewhere are here scarqce. One sees freqvent packs 
of wild g~zelles, beautiful in their swift flight, 
gallop like warm dust couds over the horizon. Sometimes 
they completely encircle us from a distance of a mile 
or more & then having satisfied their curiosity 
trot off again. 

Arrived in this Arabian-looking outpost -tonight we discovered tha~ Peng's precautions about a 
bodyguard were well advised. Bandits attacked a village 

.20 li from Hungteh chen two days ago & the news reached 
here only tonight. More than 100 strong, with about 20 
eifles, they attacked the village at daybreak. (Six killed, 
about 10 wounded) Burned the place & decamned with 8 or 9 
captured rifles. The village was occupied entirely by 
Red partisans in training f only a dozen of them were 
armed. The bqndits attacked while it wRs still dark, 
killed the single sentry, set fire to the houses where 
the troops were, and then shot them as they poured out, 
blinded by the smoke. A number were burned to death. 
Only 12 of the bandits were killed. Of the armed ~eds 
five or six escaped. Everyone else was killed. These 
bands are composed chiefly of landlords, old leaders 
of the Ku Lao Hui 1 former gentry of the cities, led 
by KMT officers c· paid by them. They enga~e a whole 
army, 2t present the 2bth, and are 2s difficult for 
the Reds to comb:: t ~, s Red part is ans are for the KMT 
troops in the White areas. 

Sept 9th - Cheng Chia Wa 
Heached here e~rly in the afternoon, a 

60 li march. My pohy is exhausted, having been ridden 
for five days without a rest. The way led through 
gr~ssy me~dows spotted with wild flowers, purple & 
pale green Bsters, some very l2~rpe 8· beautiful thistles 
and A crimson flower dar~ as blood in the areen hills. 
Gazelles were still numerous And overheRd the sky wRs 
thick with eagles, enormous birds with a wing spRn 
of four or five feet - or were they bustards? There 
were many lnrks, red-winged blackbirds, magpies and 
thrushes; the mePdows thronged with birds. ureAt 
clusters of pampas gra8s grew on the softJy-rounded 
hillsides thAt are so pleasant a contrast with the 
ugly broken-up lBndscape of Shensi. Here one saw 

herds of three or four hundred sheep, go~ts ~ cows, 
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and occ~sionally a herd of wild horses, very far in 
the distance. High in the air we saw two great eagles 
fighting over a carrion of some •kind, tearing at 
each other with their wide claws, strikin~ the air 
and their big wings fanning in fury. 

We came upon a small Mohammedan village 
tucked into a narrow .valley & th~ only one seen all day 
& there had our lunch. Fu 8· I sat under a tree overlooking 
the broad plateau and watched the gazelles galloping ~ack 
and forth acro~s the distant ridges, hazy in the noon sun. 
Fu told me something of his life. He comes from a hsien 
in southern Riangsi "where rice was so plentiful even 
the poorest man ate it." You could buy several ton 
for a dollar. Still his home WAS very poor. They were 
always in debt, and perh~~s even rice as a diet becomes 
tiresome. Fu heard of a place called Ching wan, in 
centr~l Kiangsi, only tw~ays from his home by the 
steam launch ~hich travelled on the river nearby. He 
went to the wharf often & asked the boatman about 
Ching An. There wer~ factories there, he heard, 
electricity, and a hot bath house. F~r five tiao of cash 
he could get there. So when F\~ had 5 tiao of c,q sh he 
went. Arrived there he got a job in a weaving mill t -
he liked it. Fe received more money than he h~d ever 
had, and he had to spend it all; still he hRd a bath 
occasionally in the hot bath house. He saw electric 
lights, he ~came a worker, he even learned a few 
characters. When the revolution came he was oopular 
among the younger workers & he influenced them to 
join the CY. ~hey understood that the revolution w~s 
Against the landlords~ the rich; that was enough. Re 
Darticipa:ed in strikes 8· other revolutionary activity; 
he became known as a leA.der. After the counter-rev 
scores of yo~ng people in Chiang An were ~illed by 
the KMr_!: under Chiang Kai-shek. Fu wa.s ar!'ested and 
jailed. Over 500 of his fellow workers si~ned a 
petition B.sking for his release & guqranteeing- that 
he was not a C P. ':.1his was published in the local 
paper. Eventu3lly he wqs freed. In 1930 the RA came to 
Ching An & captured it. At this time over 6,000 workers 
joined the RA. For a month the factories were unde~ 
RA control. ~alaries were qu~d.rupled, every worker 
was given A. bonus (Fu got ~;30) and for says the 'R A 
g:;J._ve fen.sts of pork, mutton c beef seized from the 
landlords. There were pl~ys ev3ry night, singin~ 
till everyone WRS hoarse; it w~s a wonderful exoerience. 
But not so wonderful for the landlords. Several hundred 
were ca ntured when the Reds took the hsien 8· all were 
killed, along with some White officers t~ken. They 
were first invited to a feqst ~nd given ~reat quantities 
of wine, traditional Chinese method of execution.~~ 
remembers that SbO or ~90 worth of Kaol iang chou wqs 
consumed .... his w-- s in 1930 f .. the Red Army w-:is still 
dominated by the Li Li-san line l· the ~rot ukyists, who 
urged a ruthless indiscri~inate w2r on the lRndlords t-.... 
caoitalists, a reign of terror. 3hortly afterwRrd Li 
w~s deposed~ the party line redically altered, close 
to its oresent policy of moderation. It must be 
remembered that the bitterness of the slaughter by 

t 
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the Whites in the counterrevolution was still fresh 
in the minds of ~11 Communists & they were in no mood for 
clemency to the usurer 8· l andlord allies of Chiang 
Kai-shek. Fu joined the R A at this time 8· has been 
with it ever since. Has the polish & aplomb ~fa 
college grad; is entirely self-taught or RA taught, 
clever, intelligent, _able, good-humored, patient, 
observant, & courageous. One would not believe he was 
an illiterate fRctory worker four or five years ago. 

On re2dting this town tonight we found it 
already occupied by aboot 400 soldiers of the Pao Wei Tui 
or Peace Brigade, who were moving toward the front. 
Other army units were mmmwmm returning to join their 
divisions at the front. The little courtyard of the 
landlord's home where we stayed was crowded with 
mules, horses, camels, men & baggage. I slept on 
boards in the courty~rd with the crowd all the rooms 
beeng taken both in the adjacent hospital~ the main 
house. One end of my bed rested on a box containing 
tench mortar shells & I moved with greatest car~e;;--•-~~ 
I drew a crowd of onlookers as I ate, the e-M-~-Kuei's 
finding me an amazing spectacle & never-ending source of 
good-natured mirth. Most of these ~l<ueis seemed to 
come from Shansi, and h 9d been recruited under all 
sorts of queer conditions, some running out of their 
homes to join, some joining after witnessing a RA 
play, some simply following the great crowd of farmers 
that weet in the WRke of the RA. There was a lad 
from Shanpei with a shaved forelock but long hair, a 
muleteer. I asked him how he got in. He ha-d a wife 8· 
two children at home, a place ne~r Mayapao & the 
Soviet govt was lookin~ after them; he had joined when 
RA explained to him that they could give him land but 
could not hold it for him unless he 8 many like him 
fought to protect the revolution. Throughout dinner 
a dirty-faced local boy, a watermelon seller, ~at 
thoroughly searching his clothes t occasionally a 
pleased look came over his countenance. "What are you 
la r king for," I asked him. "Lao Tse-tse," he replied, 
"Old fleas." This brought a roar from the Red soldiers 
nearby at his colloquialism. "Join the R A t get rid 
of them," one said. "We h8ve fleas but they aren't old 
ones. We chang e our fleas every day, for we move to a 
new place every day." They also jo.t(ed with him about 
his long 9igtail. ''Is it a man or a woman ? 11 they asked. 
"Why don't you cut it off like a man." He took all 
this good-naturedly, pleased to be i~cluded in their talk. 

A company of new arrivals came in at midnight, 
assembled in the courtyard and woke everyone up with a 
son g- . "B,q Hao Chu I," the "t_;ig-ht Disciplines". Before 
retiring the com pany comman ~er, a red-f aced you peasant, 
pave them a lecture on the event~ of the day. mwo of 
the r, 1en it seemed had walked too far ahead of the rest 
and been separated. mhe young commander ex plalned why 
it was necessAry for them to march closely together. 
"Tine- teh tao?" he asked them when he hnd finished & 
they roared b::-ick, "Ting tao l iao!" • We underst;:i,nd. 
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Ho Lien Wan 

September 10 

It was an easy ttage, followirig a river bed all day 
with few hills & no mountains to cross for once. At noon 
we stopped beside 8. l;,,ndlord' s home for "hsiao mi". 
There was nn orchar~ of pe~ches nearby & the troops helped 
themselves. I asked them where were their t disciplines? 
They replied that it ~asn't a lao pai-hsing's house but 
a tu hao' s, a landlords. During the halt I \~ent up the 
hill from beneath the tree where we rested and inspected 
the condition of the hao. There were two women in rags 
sitting on the kitchen floor, one feeding a baby at her 
dirty breast, the other stoking the fire. Had they any 
eggs, any corn, any ~egetables, ~ny melons, any rice 
for sRle? "Nothing at all," they replied in ,q surly 
tone, 11 \-ie are poor people, iJe h ,9Ve nothing.'' They wore 
no ornaments of any kind not even a br~celet or silver 
which even the poorest Y,Omen here, as in India, generPlly 
boast. Were they posing as poverty-striken farrers to 
avoid confiscation by the rteds, or were they really as 
poor as they looked? The soldiers seemed to know. 
"It is impossible," they say, "to tell a landlord by the 
clothes he we:1.r::;. 11 The;y immediately bury whatever 
wealth they have when the Reds arrive f put on their 
~oorest garments. Most of them flee; those who remain 
are usually the smaller landlords. 

Further on the road .. e stopped below another 
farmyard & called up a. hill, "Old brother, have you 
any watermelons for sale?" "Plenty," came the friendly 
reoly, "ri Je ones 2nd large ones. Come up and see them." 
We climbed the hill 8· the farmer's !:ion ~ent into the 
field for melons. The old farme ~ hRd some teeth mis!::iing 
& a genuine smile exposed them. Ho½ long had he been 
there, I asked t how ~ere conditions. He h~d moved 
here from Ninghsia 10 year~ before, when the Moslems 
attacked the Hans. It was not as good as Ninghsia, 
still he ~~ot along. ''Eow do tte Reds treat you?'' 
I ~sked. He smiled back ;.jith enth-i;sia.sm. ''The Red Army, 
eh? Now here is a poor rr.~n's army indeed. They pay for 
what they eat. They act like men and they do not rob 
us peRsant~. The Red Army is a good army~ Ne~rby 
two li t-;;le children, q_ui te naked, stared c' smiled 
oeashful.ly at the Yang Juei-tsu. A pretty girl, the 
only sexu~ll~ attractive one I h ~ve ever seen with 
bound feet, sP.t on a bench and looked at me ~ith fr2nk 
& unaverted eyes and then she blushed, I could not tell 
why. The son returned from the field, we bought his 
melon for 20 cents Sov.€t money, A.nd ate it on the snot. 
It was quite delicious and as it was a large one the 
family st2red it witn us. "Well, -1nd what about 
r-11a Hunr, kuei ? 11 Rsked Fu Chin-kuei. "You sA.y the R A is 
good today, I suppose you sPid the same thing to 

Ma Hung-kuei' s men before we drove them out, old brother.'' 
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The old mRn jumped up in great indignation, spluttering 
watermelon seeds between his gums. "Ai ya! Ai ya~ ,4i ya!" 
he cried, "Man Eung-kuei, ta Ma-:-t i Ma Hung-kuei~ Taxing 
us to death, taking our sons for his army, burning & 
killing!'' Everyone in the courtyard lau~hed at the o] d 
man's anger & I noticed that the girl had nice teeth. 
The old man t the girl ~md walked down to the road with 
us & somehow I went iwRy reluctantly. It wqs not till I 
left that the old fellow realized I was a foreign devil. =------

When Fu asked him who I was he said, ''Ta shih fu shih /nlp 
Shanpei ~ ?'' Isn't he a Shanpei man?" '--------V 

We reached Ho Lien Wan at about 4 & stooned 
in at the provincial government headquarters to see Ch.a 
Li Fu-chen 8· his wife, Tsai Chel"l. They were very glad -:: '1j 
to see us, broke open an enormous watermelon & we feasted 
& talked till dusk, when I rode on to Rei Chia Pu, 
a village two li distant, where I stayed on my previous 
visit. 

Ho Lien Wan 
~eptember 12 (Rei Chia P'u) 

L~~t night while we were at Yang's we had a sudden 
interruption when a sentry rushed in & reported that he 
had just seen a dozen mounted men riae across the rid~e 
of a mountain on the west of Rei Ch~a Pu. He suspected 
they were min tuan. ~here was no road there used by 
the ::.·armers, horsemen ha.d appeared just at dusk & the 
raids of a few days ago made it seem likely that they 
were bandits preparing for a ni~ht attack. In a few 
minutes Yan~ had sant out three detachments of men to 
search the mountain. Fu~ I armed ourselves 8 went with 
one party to the pl~in bRck of the city. We proceeded 
cautiously for about 15 minutes ~- the men then scattered 
in a corn field & took up a defensive position. mhere 
we waited, till the skirmishing part:- .. should re :)ort. 
In half ~n hour a messen~er ca □e back to SPY thRt he 
h~d found the horsemen : n a farm half w~y up the mountain. 
They cl8imed to be farmers bringing back their animals 
after selling their produce, and a search had produced no 
weapons. Such a number of animRls & men at such a p]ace 
however remained a suspicious fact & further questioning 
was proceedin~. We returned to Hei ~hi~ P~ 1 hed dinner 
& my first rice in weeks. (Another battle won without 
a shot fired) 

While I was at Yang's today a toothless old man 
entered the courtyard of this former Moslem inn and he 
wore a f~ded but clean & neat RA ~niform and a leather 
apron. I asked who he w~s. Yang told me he was a mafu, 
66 years old, who joined the RA in Shansi. I went over to 
tal ~ to him. Ee was very glad to tell me all about 
himself. ~e had joined the Reds in Hung T'ung, ~; he said 
and h~d never regre t ted it since. I asked him if he w~s 
in the city when the qeds came t he said yes. Fe WAS~ 

small merchant, a seller of pork, but it W-=?S im r)Ossible 
to do business under Yen Rsi-shan he SAid, they tqxed 
a man's excrement. How did he get out of the city, 
wasn't i : filled with Yen"s troops t· the gates closed. 
"Yes,'' he said. "but during the day they opened the gates 
for awhile & watching my chance I slipped out and went to 
the Reds. ''You are pretty old, they told me." 
"Ye'-J, I' □ 66, 11 I :::;aid, "but T can W8lk 1ike a man of ?0 

-· ' 
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I can shoot a gun, I cF.Ln do the work of any man." 
They told Lim to come along then 8nd he marched all 
the way back to Shensi & now to·Kansu with them. He 
was apologetic because he was not at the front, but 
he said "They think I am more useful her so I do 
this ho~se work.~ And how did he like the Red Army 
by now. "The Red Army, eh? "And why shouldn't I like 
it? It's our army, fighting for the poor agAinst the 
oppressed, it is a man's army. Of course I like it." 
He pulled some notebooks from his pocket, c8refull~ 
wrapped in cloth, & displayed them. "See here," he said, 
"I alre2dy recognize two hur.dred characters. Every day 
the RA teaches me 4 new ones. I lived in Shansi for 
66 years & no one ever tau~ht me to write a character. 
Is the "Red Army good or isn't it." He pointed to the 
ro~gh script of his chR.racters with intense pride & 
read offf some newly inscribed phrases to me. Pis name 
was Li & he wrotE it ·for me with a flourish. He had two 
daughters, both married; his own wife tad been dead for 
somecye rs. I asked if he had considered marrying 
ag~in & he replied that he was too busy now and with 
th~t he went off to water his horses. 

Another Shansi man, 43 years old, works tere as 
barber. Fe lives in a yao fang i~ an orchard just behind 
the Lenin room where we are staying. I ran into him one 
evening as I walked through the place 8· we began talking. 
He asked me if I wasn't an American. I told him I was & 
asked where ne came from. "Ping Yang hsien, Shansi, 11 he 
replied. "I used to work for an American there in the 
Christian hospital. He \-ias a good man. a good man indeed.'' 
He h~d been a Christian I asked why he had left there 
And W8S ~till one; he & he said because the RA had 
worshipped once a week; come to Ping Yang. 
nobody interfered with 
him. Tte American doctor for whom he worked WF.Ls named 
Li Jen 8· there were two other doctors in the hospital 
there, one named Ho & the other Chien. They were all 
three good men, they healed the poor without any charge 
& they had never oppressed him. "Li P8.i T -n~," "Hou::;e 
of Worship," cR. l led 01., t a :,L~c:r-Kue i from be low, "Li fu, J.J-{J,'V) 
li fu( - 2"ive us .--i hair c11t. 11 ''T8i-l8, lR.i-l:q, I'm 
tr.ere" ~ e callee b.::i.ck. ;rhen why h~d he joined the R A. 

I Rsked r.im. "wt1y did I join eh? Because the R A is 
a good army, it helps the poor & attacks the traitors, 
it ri~hts Japan & the rich men, 1t is our poor men's 
8rmy &- we m1,;st fignt for it." He apologized for his 
work as a barber 6· oulled up his trousers to show me 
a b8d wound on his leg, from which he still limped, 
nnd yahked up his short to show a new scar on his 
be 11.· 1t1here be hqj been wounded ,g 1 so. "IT1he;:;e I got in 
our battle 1.ere c? they are not heAled yet,'' he explained. 
rr1his was Cr~ia E-cr..ung 8· he was ma rriecl; he did not 
kn~w whet1:er his wife knew v.here he v-1as, but Ti Jen 
gnd Ho 8 Chien, the American doctors, knew. He and two 
others from the hospital had tal~ed to them about 
their intention, ~ten the RA neared Ping Yang. 
"Dr. T-i did not oppose us. He told us to go ahead, thRt 
tte RA w~s ~n honest army, not like the White armies, 
and we shou J.d be glad tr, fight for it." So the three 
of tLem left the city j1.:st before t,he White troops 
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arrived & joined the Reds. Li Pai Tang qsked me to 
tell his friend Dr. Li if I ever saw him thPt he 
wao still well & alive, that he was happy in the 
Red Army & that he would like to have his job back at 
~he hospital after the re~olution was victorious. He 
had worked there four years in the phqrmacy & he was 
afrqid any new man ~ho came thera would not understand 
the job. I assured him I would Jet Dr. T,i know of his 
where ~bouts & bid him good bye. 

Tonight we t~d ~ delicious dinner, foreign style, 
at Li Fu-chin's, prepnred by Mme Li (Tsai Chang~. Stmg 

~ ~ng, political director of the 28th army, h-:id 
~jusr-arrived from Tingpien & he ate with us. Fu, Li, 

(:::\ .9-ng , Nieh Yt:ng-chen' s wife (he is pol director of 
~he 1st Army Corps) was 21s0 there. She had arrived 

from Tientsin only a month ago, re Ached the front 
a week ago wi$UePwt two days at Yu Wang Pao before 
returnin£r tc:rWfe1tU111w';Hl1. She h?.d not seen her husband 

'-

for five years, nnd h ~d been working in the White 
districts; a slim, boyish-looking girl with very fine 
and sharply-marked features, bright, witty, mannish, 
speaking a little English. She is now working with 

• TsA~ Ch!:lng on the Women's committee ' work in the White 
regions. Several other ~omen comrades were ttere, 
among ttem one girl of 26 from ?ukien, who h::id been 
leader of ;:i partisan detachment there under Fan ChL.-min. 
Si. e i',as ratter nice looking, large, so 1 idly built, 
brishful, l 1Jo1o peAsant. They told me she h-=ld once 
carried two wounded soldie~s herself bRck from the front 
10 li to R hospital; on the mammfu long march to 
Bzechuan she walked all the w~y ~ carried a eifle. 
Now she is nr£anizin~ neasant women here. Ts8i Ch~n~ .... - . ... 

jokingly introduced her to me as a "pei chi pPo'' -
a term ~sed to describe a womRn w;:irrior. It me~ns 
"v~inq,'' 8p narently & Tsai Chang's remark brought 
out great laughter. Her n8me wRs Li. 

Tsai Rsked me to take a letter to mail for her 
in the White regions. It wgs addressed to her daughter, 
now 14 yeqrs old, whom she has not seen for 5 years. 

Present also was Yeh Meng, he~d of the a~it-prop 
burenu for Shan-KAi-Ping. He wRs formerly a writer, 
has written short stories ~ a novel or two I believe, 
and is A. cl ose friend of Lu Haun. He as ,. ed me to take 
a letter to him; he is writing a book on the TonF 
March B is anxious to tave L.~'s opinion of it. If 
he thinks it worthwhile he will ask L.H. to write 
an introduction for it when it is published. Many 
Red leaders are now writing stories, essays or bor·ks, 
using the time between the Shansi camoaign, which 
ended in tpril, till now, for th8t purpose. 

Division of l~nd, orPPnization of pRrtisAns 
and develooment of ~oviet~ ~re oroceedinP- here now . ' -
with ~reater speed & the area is rapidly being 
consolidated qs a Soviet one. The most noticeAble 
defect is ecnomy: economically~ cultur8lly all S.D. 
suffer a s erious lPg. 

V 
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Ho Lien Wan~ 
Sept 3, 4, 5. 

Rain for two days made the roads impassible & 
I wa s obliged to spend this tirr.e in Ro Lien Wan. 
I took a b~th, the first in four weeks & as a result 
caught a sever cold. ·The little mud room in which we 
are quartered hRs no doors nor windows and is full 
of draughts; it is impossible to avmid catching colds 
if one is susceptible, as I am. This one developed 
into bronchitis, I hAd to stay in bed for two days; 
the doctor came & g~ve me some medicine, which I did 
not take. When I le r t I still had some slight lever 
and at Hung Teh Chen had chills all night and did not 
sleep. Next day the sun came out at last, it was warm 
qgain. I took off my shirt & rode all day like that 
& at night felt better. 

The min tuan who raided a villaEe near 
Hung Teh Chen returned to Anpien 8 there acquired 
reinforcements, their number totall ing over 400, with 
about ?00 rifles. They began moving toward Ho Lien Wan, 
evidently nreparing t0 attack it. But about 300 men of 
the 2ttt Army meanwhile had moved to the north in 
pursuit of the bandits who h~d attacked Hungteh cheng. 
A peasant informed them of the movement of the b2ndits 
& they prepared to attack them. Dividing into three 
columns they left their main forces in the cen t er, sent 
two ~ings on each side to the rear of bRndits, then 
closed in & surrounded them. Over 200 rifles were seized 
~nd 90 bandi~s killed. The rest dispersed, carrying with 
them not mo~e than 20 rifles. The battle lasted about an 
hour 8· many Reds were wounded, ~ 1 ki 7. led. This is the 
biggest encounter the Reds have had with any bandit 
,9TOl. ~ in ::f .qnsu & prq ct ic~.lly l i ,~uida t as them. At H ohe in wan 
they were very jubilant at this news. A great reception 
was prepared for the returning warriors, all troops, Y Cs, 1 
Eh ·11.,.ng Tuan being mobilized, together with partisRns. 
There was also a big delegation of farmers, carrying 
their ... lances with little Red banners flying from 
the spearheads. A' l these lined the roads along the 
ret~rn route ~ cheered&· sang to the Aarriors & brought 
them refreshments - sickly teA f green fruit, all they 
had, but smiles broke out over the f aces of the weary 
w2rriors, for they knew this greeting WAS w, rm and 
heartfelt. L~Q."1/ y 1--Jsi~ 

? o~{w an cl see rn s o ve run \·Ji th ~ 2 o_ ku e i ' s ;.ind 
wa ~,;Rs. The -· come from Shanpei t.- Sha.nsi, mostly from 
t he l otter. They 2re f ~t healt hy-lookinp kids most of 
them, we a rinE uniforms too big for them with sleevss 
dr a.-~ in ,q- t o t t e g round f coats h:;i ng ing t o their knees. 
~hey w~sh their fa ce f hands t hree times daily, they 
cl2.im, but the:r are rilways d ~rty r' · their noses ;:ire 
run n ing I:· they are usual l:r wiping them with their sleevElS,--- v ,,., 
& frinein g . 1 hey oring our food, sweep the floors, 
af er a f ~shion, ma ke fires 8: ~n errands. They like 
lif e in the ~ A, there's no doubt about it; they ea t 
we 7 1, t l ey hRve a bl 9nket each, a uniforn & a RA cap 
with a broken bill. They are usuRlly homeless, former 
a ~prentices, ~nd of uncertain origin. They nre always 

cheerful, t h e y re p ly ''r~a o! 11 to every y_uery, 



. . 

They are the most loyal and optimistic of Red ~rmy 
fiehters, they are the incarnation of the spirit of 
the army - the boundless energy, the endless streRm of 
youth, the eternalnope rising anew in China. These 
kids are bright, clever, polite without any tr~ining 
in etiquette, patient, unselfish, hard-w(lrking, quick 
to learn, but alas~ mostly still illiterqte. 

Among these in Ro Eien Wan there was a good-looking 
child they called the Chian.::· Yang wu-w7J. He w::is 1 2 years 
old, he had been an apprentice in Ching YinP when the 
RA came. He and four other apprentices climbed over 
the wall to join the~ A when it came. Why? He did not 
know except that he hated his !ife as an apprentice, 
he had to WPit on the mistress & empty the ma tungs, 
and he heard that in the RA apprentices could learn 
to read, could learn to jump, play ball, and shoot a 
gun against the masters of apprentices. He had no 
parents t hat he could remember; the BA k~a his father 
& his mother. ~he Shansi wa-w9 seemed really to love 
me for some reason. He came to me frequently and put 
his arm around me and smiled and asked me, "Ni yao shen-mR?" 

Hung Teh Ch' eng 

September 16 

Arrived here late at night gfter a difficililt day 
crossing the valley river, now s~ollen by rains, nine times. 
In some spots it could not be forded & we hAd to take the 
high mountain road beside it, climbing perpendicularly 
& descending at once. One mule threw off his rider And loads 
into the mud on one bank. We lost a mule completel;y 8· a 
mafu, the rru~e dumping his loads & turning tail back to 
Ho Lien Wan, 8· the rnafu cbasin.g- him. I never sR'Ji} either agr1in. 

Comr~des welcomed us tere Pnd we spent the night 
in a small house, newly built, which had belonged to a 
landlord. It was mbmmmm obiously a lRndlord's house; it hRd 
a wooden roof, good pill~r~ & be2ms, severql newly-latticed 
windows~ even some doors swinging between the rooms. 
This miserable worm of a landlord had even provided 
himself with the luxury of a table clock f ,· this now 
ticked onn faithfully in his p~rlor, magnificently 
furnished with two tables f.- sever::il unpainted wooden stools 
& benches. I spent the night on abed made of wooden 
doors laid over a cou~le of benches. 

Lo Chia Yao Hsien 

September 17 100 li 

Leaving at 5 o'clock this morning we rode all day, 
with only an hour's halt at noon, ~nd re2ched this staion 
just at dusk. It is the longest & most difficult st?ge 
of the trip, e~sily 40 miles. I felt very tired and 
still h8a a slight fever. I went to bed at once in the 
cRve provided for us. Part of the front had fallen in 
and there was a big hole just above.the doorway, where 
the wind ro nred in. It be~Bn to rain and continued 
until Bfter midni~ht, so that next day we st~rted out 
over wet ro~ds ~nd through valleys suddenly filled 
with rushing rivers. as always hApnens just After a 

r~in in t ~is country. 



An excaped soldier was recaptured not far from 
here and bJought back and put to work at digging. He had 
a shovel tied to his shoulders, ·but no gun.rd watching 
him. I was told it w~s his second attempt at desertion. 
This is the second I have seen in the Soviet districts, 
the other being at Yu Wang hsien and he was punished 
in the same ivay. "The phenomena of desertion" RS the 
RA calls it, is a subject for constant educative work 
among the troops. Desertions are far lo~er in the 
RA than any other in China and are for different 
re~sons. Desertions in other ar~ies are in the majority 
of cases d~e to maltre2tment by officers, poor food, 
and political dissatisf.gction. Here the commenest cause 
is "homesickness." As soon as yot:ng recruits get very f::ir away 
from home they begin to fear they will never get back 
again; they sometimes ask for leave but more often take up 
their blanket 8 bowl and start over the narrow trails 
on foot. When captured & brought back the first time 
they are given no formal punishment, but the squad, 
platoon and company commanders talk to them, learn the 
reason for their attempted desertion & then sympathetically 
explain, very patiently, why their simple desire to go 
home is in the eyes of RA ~ilitary law a crime. They 
expl2in why it is a betrayal also of China, of the 
revoluticn & of their own class. Most cf them do not 
make a second attempt. ~hose who do are put at vecial 
labor for awhile 8 not Rllowed to carry arms; ~nste~d 
they are given intensive poli~ical lectures every day 
for t~o or three hours Lntil the commander is satisfied 
thqt their understanding has been improved. 

~hird, fourth & further attejpts at desertion 
8re corrected in the sRme way, only more intensively. 
CRoitql punishment is given only to deserters who 
attemot to escape with their arms & lead others to 
follow them. These cases are extremely r2re. Sometimes 
they happen among the partisans, however: such a case 
occurred here ;,.bo-i;.t the time •,,e were roin..q- to the 
front. Some new partisans, about 30, had been enlisted 
& were oeing trained at Hung ~eh Cheng. They seemed 
quite sincere; they had come from poor peasant families 
E their commanders felt they were trustworthy. After 
about one month however they st~ged an uprising, nnd 
14 of them succeeded in escaping wit G 7 or 8 rifle~ 
and three or four horses. (The pBrtisans in Shan-Kan-}!ing 
have mounted detachments) It was then discovered that 
all these men h-3dpreviously hed co•.nections with the 
min tuan, were membE'rs of the KuLa.iHui 1:nder the 
domination of the landlords t h~d been sent by the 
mintuan to carry out this coup t seize some arms. 

Another problem with the partisans on border 
districts is that m~ny of them, not reAlly counter­
revolutionqry, ~re persu~ded by thb White troops to 
sell their Arms 8 even joi~ the W A on the b~sis 
of the rnited ~ront. This is due to lac~ of political 
understanding of course. The white troops apoeal to them 
not to fiFht Chine~e, assert that they too are Rnti-JaoRnese 
and are not fighting the Anti-Jap RA, therefor~ they 
should sell their arms to a more highly organized force, 
join hands with it, and help improve the HA-T~ngpei V ~ront. 

~he big~evt inducement, to a pensant with nothin~ in the 
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in the world, and often anxious to get bRck to his 
plowing, is the $20 or $30 offered for his gun. The 
partisans know tha t a United Front does exist with 
some White troo 9s and in these cases the Whites do 
not make war on them; t he whole t hing therefore sounds 
plausible. The Whites do not arrest or kill the 
partisans after they_ b qve disarmed them, but send them 
back to tell others partisans of t he new unity between 
White 8 Red. In this way the Reds lost a number of 
rifles several weeks ago and more intensive political 
training is now being given the partisans to stop this 
latest method of the Whites to comt,a.t partisan warfare. 

In gener~l throughout the Soviet areas one does 
not get the impression of a people at war, of either 
outer or inner conflict. There is no violence precticed 
upon the peasantry whatever and I h~ve not seen even 
a fistfight either between a soldier & soldier or 
between a soldier & civ&lian. I have seen no cases 
at all of attack on women, old or young and here they 
move about with complete freedom with Soviet protection. 
They look upon the solciers as their friends & protectors, 
rather, and voluntarily cook & pre pare food for them, 
often refusing any payment. I have seen pretty young 
girls gl ~dly sit down behind a bellows ~nd pumn this 
ancient instrument for an hour or more to faRrne the 
fire cooking the warriors' meal, talk i ng & joking with 
t hem meanwhile. During _all my stgy in the Soviet districts 
I never saw a chi l d struck or mistreated, a woman abused nor 
an old man offended. Even when landlords are a rrested and 
brought to trial they are not bound or handcuffed, as are 
politic~l pri~oners in the White districts. I saw only 
one l andlord's family arrested. That was near Hohien wan. 
They were four, the father, his two young sons and the mother. 
The latter, a stout woman of abou t 45, was given a donkey 
to ride 8- I'rorn where she sat, on piles of bedding they had 
brought along , she roundly cursed the h~lf d6zen young 
soldiers who a ccompanied them ~nd the :r ~cod-naturedly 
laughed & joked back at her. The father, a poorly dressed 
man, you would have t hought him the poorest peasant by 
his appear~nce, walked glumly & silently before the 
soldiers and his two sons followed him with equRlly 
hostile f~ces. None of them wa s bound. I passed this 
procession on the road & the soldiers, in ~nswer to 
my q_uest ion, said the:· were oe ing ta.ken to Ho hien Wan 
for inevestigAtion. They must have been very wealthy, 
probably with severa l mu of l ~nd, for R peasant in this 
region is not considered a l andlord 1.mless he derives 
his main income from his rentiers, 2nd to do that here 
one must own not less than 2,000 mou of mt. land or 
sever~l hundred mu of VRlley land. 

Besides these people the ~ JT tgx collector 
at Yu Wang Pao, and the deserters alreqdy mentioned, 
I have seen on l y one other political prisoner in Roviet 
districts. This wa s at Pao An. One rnoring ~s Hai t eh & 
I walked up the main street sever~l soldiers passed us, 
le .qding a young m,g_n wearing soiled cotton g:=.:i.rments and -9 

look of despair on his pe Asant face.· I learned that he 
w~1s a KM.T spy, who h ~- ct conf~ssed that he had been sending 
out reports t o the White districts. He WAS a member of a 

district revolutionary committee and W8 S in pos~ession 



of considerable secret information. This made his crime 
quite serious. T.,ater on I learned that he had not 
been shot, however, but was being imprisoned in the 
local "jail," a cave in the mountain where there are 
sevor~l political prisoners. 

And oh, yes, I saw a min tuan, his hands 
bound behind him, being led in middle of a troop of 
soldiers returning from the battle with the bandits, 
north of Ho lien Wan. Ee was a man of about 40, with 
ab eard, and he looked like a good honest peasant. I felt 
an emotion of sympathy for him somehow till I saw in the 
column of youth with him many mere c ildren nursing wounds 
on their 2rms, heads and legs. How very young they were, many 
of them hardly as high ~s the rifles they carried! I judged 
their avernge age to be about 17 or lt, with many AS 

young ~s 14 or 15 and some in the hsi20 kuei class completely. 
I thin~ e~sily more than half the RA must be virgins. I 
Asked many who accompanied me on the road whether they had 
ever slept with a woman and only about one out of 20, 
of those ~nmarried, claimed th~t he had. Hu, rf the 
Waichi::1opu, my "chief of staff," who was 31, hPd never 
had any sex relations. 

Tief\ Pin-2' Chen 

September 5, 90 li 

We rode all day along the gr~velly bed of a stream, 
already receded after yesterday's r~ins, through a pleasant 
green country, a gentle contrast now with Hansu & Ninghsia. 
At noon we stopped at a farm surrounded by wonderful fie1ds 
of sweet corn and with terraced gardens filled with ripe 
pumpkins~ squash, cucu~bers, beans, peupers and rPdishes 
and long i."hi te, delicious onions. The place wris owned 
by a frlrmer with a wife and one pretty daughter, with 
natur~l feet~ they made us welcome. They sold veget~bles 
f· corn to ~s for Soviet money, without any quest ion: 
indeed from here on to within two davs of Yu Wan~ Pao 

~ ~ 

farmers generally accept Soviet money, though as far as 
I can see this is more of a gesture of confidence and 
support than anything else, for generally the cooperatives 
are now empty of nearly everything the farmer wants in 
e~chan~e. Only s~lt and a little cloth are sold in the 
cooperatives I have seen. ,-, 

ie reached T\e~ Ping Chendearly Rnd found 
R small garrison of troops here, detailed for fighting 
min tuan. The situation h~d much improved since our 
last visit, when there was a small b8nd of min tuan 
actually on the mountain top just behind the village. 
These tqd now been cleared out ta pao lei h d been 
constru ·:tei on the spot. 

Eere I met a Red soldier, formerly of the 
Tungpei ~r□y: from ~ungchow, Hopei. Pis name w~s 
Thunder (Iei) and he had formerly worked in the 
Amdrican school at Tungchow a~ a dairy hand, milking 
the four 06 five imported Americ~n cows there. He was 
very anxious to know about conditions in his home town t 
asked if it w~s really true th~t Jananese soldiers hrid 
tRken it over. I told him about Yin Ju-keng & the 
"Independence Moirement", abo1.;t th :~ recent- increase 
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of Japanese troops there and in Peipin~. Were there 
any Japanese troops in the American sc~ool, ~e asked. 
I told him I believed not. Ee paused thoughtfully and 
said, "Well, I could still work there then I suppose." 
"}Tot if the Japanese knew you h,::i_d -been a Red," I 
laughed. He said his work there at the schocl hnd been 
good 8· the conditions were all riP-ht, too; he had 
joined the ~~ngpei troops in 1933, when Japan invaded 
Jehol, because he wanted to fight the Japanese. But 
insteAd of fighting the Japs he hAd so0n been sent to 
Hankow & lAter t ,, fight the Reds. He became disgusted 
with this and as soon as he hAd an opportunity he had gone over 
to the RA, whowere really anti-Jaoa.nese. But he wished 
wistfully that the war would commence ~,. :Be finished quickl;v. 
He wanted to pet ~ack to milking those cows. An interested 
crowd h~d gathered & he began t 0 tell them about the 
AmericRn milch cow. He told them one of these cows cost 
~1,0009 and a great "oh" of surprise went up from the 
Shensi audience. Cows in this region cost only f30 or $40. 
E"'rerybody thought they muot be very big cows 8- very strong, 
but he said no, they were about the s7me size as Shensi 
cows. Why so expensive then? "Well, ;irou may not believe 
it, old brothers, but those red cows give milk every day 
in the year, ealf or no calf. And this milk is worth ~3 
per day - abo1-,t 10 pounds." Long discussion B· argument fallowed 
this stBtement and none ofthe Shensi people believed it & I 
had to confirm the announcement & still they would not believe 
it. At last they agreed that the Soviet district needed some 
of these cows & they asked me if I could huy some and ship 
them back ~rom America. 

There was a ijUarter moon and it spr~yed a faint, 
light over the dirty stableyard, flan~ing ~hich w,qs the 
cave in nhich I slept. The lines of pAck saddles on the 
silvered Freund were strange four-leg~ed shapes like 
crouching Animals, full of restrRined or suspended motion; 
like the mules that bore them they seemed resting for the 
long mArch before them tomorrow. Across a nArrow valley 
down which cascaded the clearing river, tinkling like a 
coo1. drink gurgling into a j'"'r of ice, there were other 
cave hOl:ses, and little circles of li,Q"ht still burned in 
them. They lo ~ked like weird eyes shining out of the black 
builik of the mountain, faintly m~rked against the sky. 
I ~ent to sleep thinking of the title of the book I me8n 
to write, and I believe it is ~0.od because it is simple 
? completely descriptive of eve~ything I want to imply. 
I sh;ill call it, "I v.ent to Red China." 

WU. Chi Chen - 90 1 i 

Sept 19 

A long road following a river bed all day brought us 
tere qt dusk. The day WRS memor~ble becPuse of some sugPry dew-cdd 

• • melons we came upon ju~ t beyond Tic en P~ng Ghent! Gett i.ng up 
while it was still half dark. a he~vy wtite de~ay over 
everything, And 2 dense fog hung in the V8lley and this 
did not cldar till mid-morning. The hillsides were a rare 
Dicture with their dewjewelled shrubs and ev-:ry clump 
of grass sparkled like one of those mRrbellous little 
jade trees the Chi~ese artisans mRke from glass~ semi-nricinus stones 

At a turn n the ro8d we came upon A field of meJons, 
t 01,~ cc ed 
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touched by t his magic, and they glistened like great 
gems ly i ng aga inst the dark breast of the earth. We 
stopped to investigate and the farmer, sampling them 
himself, promised t hey were as good as they looked. 
Here for the first time I saw canteloupe, tasting in 
every respect the equal of a Colorado melon. But we 
passed on ~uickly to .the watermelons and selected 
several ripe on their vines. I never tasted a better 
melon 9nyw here, nctf~one so sweet, so r~ against the 
rind, nor so deliciously cold, "steeped " RS it was in dew. 

Wu Chi Chen - Sept 20 

Stopped here for a day to give the animals a rest, 
es pecially Ma Hun g-ping, who seemed on his last lap in a 
run to de2th. He recuperated quickly, however, and gave a 
good performance during the next two days on the road. 

Here I found an electrical engineer had arrived 
from Shanghai, Com. S6~• .. , ~ specialist in power plants. 
Cornr9de S~e brought with hims six other technical men, 
including an expert fitter, two master mechanics, 2 
machinists, and an apprentice. Two of the youths stayed 
in Pao An, where they are now studying rBdio engineering 
in the Soviet Radi o School. The other five came here to 
work in the arsenal. 

S2 e is 34 years ol d and a native f Ningpo. His wife 
is de?..d, he h r,s one daughter, and his mother, with whom he 
lived in Shanghai. He is a power plant expert l · h~s 
built and remodelled seveeal plants in small cities 
Around Shanghai. He attended a technological colleEe 
in Ningpo where he studied engineering. T-ater he worked 
\, ith Anderson .Meyer ?· Co & after that with the Shanghai 
Power Co's Yangtzepu ~tation as an engineer. During 1927 
he orgqnizdd & led a strike there, independent of the C P, of 
w horn he was not vet a membe ~. He became one at that time: 

·-
the C P sent organizers t politica l barkers to cRll on him 
& offer their services & since he knew nothiPg of such work 
he was glad to accept. He got his political experience and 
tr~ining during this strike, which was successful. One of 
the conditions on which the workers ret1:1 rned wRs that he not be 
dismissed. He was not, until 1930 ~hen he APa in organized 
t· led the workers in a sttike, whic _· failed. His resignation 
was demanded &· ·fter that he entered business for himself, 
as a consulting engineer. He did not suEceed in maki~g a 
connect ion again with the party until t , is yea.r, when he 
becAme an ac+ive leader in the Professional ¼orkers 
Liberation Association of Shanghai, ~ith membership of 500. 
Reforming his contac t with the party, he was Psked to come 
here three months ago, and made plans accordingly. To do 
so he hAd to give 1;p a practice as ::..conm~l ting engineer which 
was netting him a bout 210,000 a ye~r. He doesn't mind thRt 

• 
so much :~ s th.., fact that he hnd to leave before complet ♦lf$-

the revision of' h is book on engineering. This book, published 
severa l years ago, h2s gone through severa l 9rintin~s And is 
a popular textbook in enf,'i~eering colleges of ChinA.. Wh.v · did 
he become 2nd i1hy does he believe in .the Revolution, I asked 
him, pointing out t hat his r_ istory indicated an alignment 
viith the small minorit:• c f prosperous ,etty bour ,-·eoisie in 
China which is Fascist almost t o a mAn. He ~aid he thou~ht 
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his action was traceable to the strong influence made 
upon him by his grandfather, by _whom he had been educated. 
This rare old gent made a fortune in Ningpo as a merchant, 
but used all of it in erecting schools in his native district, 
continuing to live plainly, simply, like a peasant. He had 
a'. ~-.ays told Sze that he only wanted one thing from him, a 
promise that he would devote himself to raising the culture 
of the ignorant masses & enlightening their lives. 

S~e w~s depressed because of l~ck mf equipment here, 
a bungling White doctor (with pretty wife) from Shansi 
who love injections but not sterilization, & the lack of effort 
to inprove people's minds, but concentrRte rather on too 
much singing. 

The Fit uer Sze King-ling, showed me letters 
from A.M., S.P.C. and British firms all 0raising his 
work highly and commending him. He had left his wife & 
children to come to the Soviets, at S7 e's urRence. 
Arrived Pao An Sept 13. 
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