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Interview continued fro:r:::1 Book 13 to Book 14 from back to front. 

Interview with Mao Book 14 Back to Bront. 

I believed their charges vs. Germany & was glad Chi~ was fi\ting 
vs such a barbarous people. At the sa□e time I sympathize

0

~th the 
Russian Revolution. • •• 

I had become active in the student movement &: especially afte!' the 
May 4th Movement devoted most of my time to it. The Hsiang Chiang Review, 
the Hunan students' paper, of the May 4th Move oent, was ddited by me . We 

/J___found a society called The Cultural Book Society (VJ en-Hua Shu Hui) 
- Cnlang China-yao was then''t\i~hun''of Hunan & was a vicious fello1:J. Hsin 

Min Hsue~~j.Qu_~ led a general strike of students against him. VJe sent 
delegati~ Peiping & tte Southwest to fight against him. The hsiang 
Chiang rieview was suppressed by him. 1de were divided into three groups; 
those who had gone to Peiping, those in the s.w., and those who memained 
in Changsha.~- I went to Peiping, The Hsin Min Hsueh Hui led the anti-

• militarist movement. I was leading the activities in Peiping. We were 
successful; Tan Yen-Kai's troops overthrew Cht'ang Ching Yao <Y:. in the 
north I was organizing a news agency for overthrowing militarism. In 
the Hsin Min Hsueh Hui tlere was a split into the Left wing & hight wing. 

~I arrived in Peiping in 1918, and immediately sought out & met Chen 
Tu-~ii & Hu Shih. For the first time I saw the scenery of North China. 

1 - - I sav.: the early ppring, with white plum blossor.:is flowering while the ice 
was still over fl9i P..a\) Lake. I saw the thousands of trees of Peiping & 
was impressed by the beauty of the old capital. Saw the trees over Pei 
Hai, 1:/ith ice crystals hanging -"like 10,000 peach trees blossor:1ing" (des-
cribed by a poet of the T~ang Dynasty - Chen Chang) _tv=) 

/.,,.. • • In 1919 I went to · Shanghai & met again with Chen Tu-hsii. ~-Je 

~~~4 organized .a League for the Reconstruction of Hunan & I returned and 
~began to teach. Our ~ew People's Study Group had a program for a Hunan 

I}uo -~~ ____ of Hunan. ____ (Interjection: But you 
,.,,..--were now a young man of 2 , and yet there is no 11ention of romance in your 

life. Were you already married? 
I had no ti~e for ro2ance. We all considered the times too critical 

to ciiscuss love or nerso~al Datt2rs or women. I did. not aiscuss buying 
a piece of meat with anybody . One night I was in the house of a friend 
and he oro.ered servant to buy hici a piece of meat . I did not see hir.1 
agair. Ey parents haci marriec. :r:::1e at 15 to a woman of 20. for eqGality 
of men & womer1, a de~ocratic progra□. e~ual econo~ic & political riihts. 
We issued a na ;Jer called Esir: Hunan . We led ar attack on tr~e Provir.cial 

.r -

House of nepresentatives, the majority of whom were landlor~s, and 
pulled down the scrolls CT banners from the walls . It was a big incidert. 

"I was corres ~or.dent for the Peiping Chen Bao & special contributor 
to the Hun&n Ta Kung Pa~ . ( The Ta Kung Pao and some other papers were 
orgar:ized by i~ao, ar.ci. ·Has leci. oy the i-:sin 1-'1ir. hsueh hui in pror.1oting 
de mocracy.) 

In 1920 (2nd trip) the Young Socialist League vras organized semi­
leagally. ~ext year began to Drganize the C. P. in hunan. 

(begin here 1st tri ·:J ) :First trip to f?eiping 1.-r s in Su~2Jer of 191 8 . 
Took no □oney with hir.: to Peiping - liveci by borroiilir:ig fror-a JJriends. In 
the 5 years he s 9ent in ncr ~Jal school he s _)e nt only -J1 . 60 . E11er:r 1:1ontt 
spent 1.00 for a newspa Jer a his f ather cursed him for wasting money on 
wast ea -;)ape r. .i:~rom 1911 to 1927, 1.-rten he cli~oe :L u:J to Chin;;a:ashan, he N 

~~ver_sto pped _re3ding ne~29~,~~s - PeiJi~~,~h~ngha~~ 2 Hun~n . hi~ f!~ter 
aiea lD the WlLte r o.:' 1919 . .:-:.ls ~JC0: er Oled in 191 b . .LluriLg Ta 1\.8 1.lr.g 

he usec. rent fro~-a tte l .:.=i.1-u. tc carry or::,.~Qeaso.nt nove:-:lent . l~ow seized by 
Chiang K Shek. That winter (1918) raised a big move~ent for serding 
stuo_ents to France - to 11-vvri te ci: lettl'n"; ar.1ong those \·.Jho ,1ent : Tsa ,p no-sen, 
Lo Man , hsiao Tse -c h 'ang, Li Li -san &·ot hers . before le2vinz they studied 
·French from Li Shih-tsen now nresident of Sino-French University. Old man 
hsu irfluencea ~y this moveLle~t; went to France. Mao organized the move~cnt 
and it was_sup9orted by the csin Min hsuHh Hui , 11e aid not want to go 
because w~nted to siuay Sino 9roblems. Did not study French. fo ~e ~ta 



2 . 

• 
Mao Introduced to Petta library by his former ~thics teacher, then prof 
in Pe~ta, he got job as assistant librarian under Li Ta-chao 0 ~8 .00 per 
month. he lived at San Yen Ching (Three Lyes .1ell), & slept on a K' ang 
with 7 over people, so tightl:r packed they could scarcely breath. His po­
sition so low peole avoided him. His job was to register people who c~□ e 
to read the news ~ape~s. When they ~igned thetr na□es he read them & re­
cognized ma.:c.y famous names; Fu Ssu-)11en Lo Ch(l)2,-lun, and otlers & wantsci 
to talk t ·) them, but t~_ey had no time {or him. lie joined tl:e Philosophical 
Society a and 0ociety of JournRlism in oraer t0 be able to audit classes 
in Peiping. In the Journalis3 °ociety were several co-listeners such as 
Chen Kung-po €1,nd Ta~ Ping-shen. (could not ~alk ~o. them.): l_{e kn~w Cl1-.2r~f: 
Kuo-tuo at Perta, also Tuan Ghi-p 'a~(now vice-minister or eaucation). Kar.g 
Pt ei-cht.~ ( went to Cal & gained 11 Ku ..r(lux Klan 11

• Here he met Yang Kei- . 
hui, the daugher of the returned student fro□ England, ethics prof of Perta 

- ana wi th"Ycousin of Yang Kai-hui . 
He read of anarchy in so·.1e phar:iplets & agreed with the c[Eleas ~ it 

J proposed. A student in Peiping U. naDed Chu Hsun-9ei visited him frequentl~~ 
to discuss anarchis□. 

In the winter of 1918 I went to 0hanghai with students going to 
France. I had a ticket only to Tientsin & Bo money for further on. There 
is a Co□pte School in Peiping; a friend received $10.00 from there & 
bought a ticket for him. Ee . stopped off at Chufon & visited Confucious 
grav~ ~visited wi·ere Confucious stude..ri ts bathed tr.cir feet in a small 
stream, ~..Yi~Tai Sh~n also. At Pukon he Has again broke & a thief 
stole tis fshoes:\!l Stopped in the inn ,.,1here Yen Hui, one of Cor2fucious 
fa~ous students, once saw the tree 9lanteci by o~e of Conf. students lived. 

But II heaven 1.·1ill not deter one's wa v " ar.ci. as I v1ent out of tte static 
I saw an old friend fro~ Hunan. The f'i[end lent hi~ money for shoes a a 
ticket to Shanghai & he safely reached there. A big sum of r:ioney tad been 
raised to send the studnets to France~ he had an allowance to go back to 
Hunan. 

high marks, (as rated by Hao) ; walked on the ice of,_. Pei Hai (gulf 
of), saT.v Tai Shan, visited Confucius' grave; ·walked around 1 ~_ung T 'ir..g 
W,e..., walkeci aro· nci city ·wall of Paotingfu , around the 1.vall of hsuch~ 
(fa~ous in San Kuo), a the wall of 1anking . ~~ 

(1his is the end of the first tri· to Peiping; should be placed 
before the other stcry.) Insert B "A" 

(~ote: A peas~nt in Hunan, tilling Mao 1 s old land, saw an airplane 
fly o7erheaa & heard ttat it was a Red Army airplane, who returnea to 
see ·wheth,=; r Chiang .i\ai-shek haci cut do111n the trees on his land l Mao 
remarked that on the basis of the new United Front Policy he is entitled 
to returr. of his ~xn~rlt!. land. f,iany l eonle might say that was the \-rho le 
secret of t. i s arx.NRrt av o cat in g this ~Jo 1 i c-..r . ) ( If t he trees had been c u t doi.-J~ 

~ - u 

he feared the . - i,-Jould ba ve to co:-.~ ·Jer-1 s2.:: e. f 
Continue with 2nd triu. 
At the Hunan Kuo Peri;a T'an Yen-K'ai was driven out by a 

mili car'i st who ;iil~ .... ~c. our move Jbt . I;;e 
militarist Chao~\1ho utilized our move:.nent . i ... e gave his su~y~ort to 
us on the basis of a United Autonomous Province.. , so we vlere forced to I'e­
verse our Dosi tion u:. O'?"')Ose hi:m.±E In 19a1 we \Ji shed to celebrate the 
3ra AnniversRry of the Gctober Prohibition , and to raise the Rea Flag; 
po 1 i c e inter fer re a . In our Hun2.n ins ti t :.1 ti on ,,1 e r. ;-,_ ci ( ~-cc or ding to 1 2-\.:: 
article) the right to organize . The policemen ignored t~ t & said tr.at 
the c or_ s t i tut i on ci id r: o t ~n 2. t t er , 1.-1 r~a t r.. e ·w a s do ~ n g us. s at t t e Gove r nor I s 
order. 

Talk of nothing of which you know everythi~g. Liste~ to eve~ything 
of which yoa kno1.,; n-Jthtng . 

In the winter of 1920 I began to organ~ze workers politically for 
the first ti~;ie. :i:3y I-1ay 1, 1~22, \Ie hact alreaciy organized nore ttan 20 
labor unior.s anong 'l:4l 1,1cly workers o.nct _ o~he~s . In. the s~1mer ~f 1 :21 the 
first conference of tr..e C. P. ,;1as callea in ::ih.2r.gh:1i • I 1:.i tL or,e O ..,ter 

.-
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comrade from hunan, ~,rticipated in this first Congress. Chang Kuo~E) 
Chen Kung-po, Pao hui- eng, Chou 1.u-hai, attended - altogether 12. In 
October the first provincial C. P. was set up in Hunan & t r· a t wir.t er began 
the labor movement in Hunan. In the following spring there were many 
strikes, most of them victorious. These ·examples helped to establish 
new labor unions - watlway, mines, municipal works, the mint, printers -
al together over 20. Dy Nay 1, 1922 we had already organized :nore tl-=.an 
20 labor unions amang railway workers and others . On l~y 1st 
we called a general strike. At th:i t time the work of the par 1:y was cone en­
tra ted on two branches - students~ workers. 

Most of the big mines were alreaci.y organized~ there .were many 
struggles; on the stuc.ent fror.t struggles were nlenerous also. In the w 
winter of 1922 Tieh (H. Governor) illes Huang Ai, and Pang Yuan-ch'ing, 
Hunanese workers. I ·w 2nt to Shanghai to help organize the move:nent vs. 
Chao & after a short time returned. Trade Unions at that time were 
organized into one provincial union of syndicates. Anarchists were 
influencial among the trade unions. We negotiated with them in order to 
pre1ient precipitate actions led by them. In the labor move~1en t we fought 
also against the rtight Wing - students from the Industrial School; 
Huang Ai, one of the two ltilled, led this wing. We had to negotiate 
& dompromise with ttem in many struggles. IDn 1922 the 2nd Gongress ·of the 
party was held in Sb.anghai; I did not reme:nber the place it was called to 
meet & missed it. In 1923 the Thrid Congre ss of the party was held in 
Canton & here a resolution was passed agreeing to enter the KMT and 
create a United Front against the Northern militarists. I went to 
Shanghai & worked in the C.c. of the Comri1unist Party. (Insert "a" of 
~ext page) (Founders of the C.P. in China: Chen Tu-hsi~, Chang Kuo-tao, 
Yang Min-tsai, Ta -J1 ?ir}g-sb.ian, L,hen Kung-po, Liu Iin-chin, Yu Hsiu-sung, 
Shih Tseng-tung , Sun Yuan-lu, Li Han-ts en (killed in Wuhan) , Li t'a, 
Li Sun; . 

In the s:-:)ring of 1924 I accompanied some members of the Kl-'lT to Cantor: 
. where the 1st Nittisr.al Congress of the Kl'i'I was held. Tb.cat S:J..:.Jrjer the 

Whornper-~1Iili tary Academy w0 s set up. In 11Iarch I returned. to Shanghai & 
worked in the l,.L,. o.:: ·':te C • .? . & the Bxecut ~ve Bureau cif the 1CdT in 
Shs.nghai. Other .cie .~·.ber s ·~•jang f:k~•~-~-t( Hu h~~n-~i:u; That ,.-1iT~ ter I to'Jk 
ill & was forced to .:'etu.:'n to Euno.n, to my village ho~~e , to recupero. :.:e. 

Formerly I did not realize the degree of cl~_ss struggle in tte 
country, but during ~y stay in Hunan I srganized more than 20 peasar.t 
unions. 

In Sh~nsi, Kuo Chupg-yu; Peiping, Li Ta-chao, Teng Su..ng-hsia, 0 ha~-O 
Kuo-tao, Lo 'Is~ng~lun, _ tu1 J~n-ch~n~ (no:' a,,m±s.l4{~,e_) ; . Centon, tin P{)\~ 
~chu,_P'e~g ~ai; Sh~~~;i.ng, ~ang Chin-M8~, ~en~ ~rt-ming; i~ Fr2nce , Chou'-­
En-lai, Li Li-san, 0~ng Cbma-yu; Lo Mai, 'Is8i,t10-~¥4) Germany, Kao Yu­
ha11, Chu Teh, Ch~ng Sheng-f~; l,iosc0u, Chu Ct~)ai; ~ a _·:an, Chou f u-5f.i. 
}f Srtlng '--'hen-yu, wife of 'J:52.11. 1 1-:.o-s~.~;. only womD.n ar.1ong founGers. hupeh, 

• 1:-2.an Yir.g, Wen Teh-yir:g, 'Ieng ?.i - -;.,ru (now in party school) hsu Pei - l.ao , 
~Yang, (killed in 23) 

~~i~~ ~uring the May 31st movement the Hunan psasantry began to struggle 
vigorously; landlorQs wanted to arr e st ne . I fled to Canton. I reached 
Canton just at the ti~:1e the ~whar:ipon stuuents defeated Yang Esi-ml.ng, n 
K1t1angsi Yunnan militarist, and Lu Tsieng-1,vai, militarist, and 1.Vang Ching-
Wei was made chair□~r. of the ~ov. Chiang Kai ~heck was made fi.:'st army 
comr:iano.e .::."'. 

Tr.e political ~e ~Jt of KilT tten issued a 1' Poli ti cal ·1'J·eekly 11 

of which I becarJe tte editor. It l' :. ter Dlayed a great role, a ttac~:..ir.g the 
night vJing (T ' ai Chi-tuo) of the IC-_T. In the winter of 1925 I established 
a course for peasant :r:iovement 1.,,1orkers, wr: ich had re9resento. ti ves from 21 
different provinces, inclu.ding :~_1so stuu~ts from Ir:ner Mo:r:gplia . I ·was 
president ~f the schooJ:, which ·,.,,ras cnlleci 11 Study Course of the Chinese 
Movement. In the IBIT i was chief of the agitp~op department and candidate 
to the Central Cammi ~tee. Lin ..P~ -~u \ ·1 s cheif of ,easant ci.e9t & ~ -

~ /T~~ 
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Ping-shan of workers dept. (.Liao at this time wrote a pha.'.]phlet, callee., 
An Analyses of the Different Classes of Chinese Society, another called 
The Class basis of lhao Han-ti and Our Tasks." were published. in the ?easa 
Honthly and the Ching Nien; the second one was .9ublisheci in 2.m.ingxrum~ 
h:.,._nan as a pham) let. Chen Tu-hsitl\iopposed tr e first one. 

In March '-'hiang Zai-sheck a £tempted his coup d 'et~- t in Canton 
(harch 20, 1926) and in Hay the 2nd Congr~ss of the E::.~T was held, under 
the leadership ofxiRS Chiang Kai-shek. Communists participated . In 
autumn under the United. Front oi' tte C.P. & KllT began the Northern Ex­
peaition. I participated in it. In the spring of 1926 I was sent to 

5~l,..; to direct the peasant ae:9t. of the C.P. and later t~ Eunan-:[i3.ngsi 
d.iscrict as inspector of tLe lJeasant movement. At hunan 1 ins9ected 5 
hsien - Changsha, Li-ling, tlilang Tan, Ha....~ SharJ, 0 t&ng hsiang &. reported to 
the Centr2.l Comrnittee on the proper line of the peasa.nt Union. That 
spring, when I reached hunan the interprovincial peaso.nt union meeting 
was hela - Fang Chih-min ~ P'eng Pai among those attenci.ing. • 

At that meeting I put forwara a ~Jroject of equal ciistri:Jutior; of i: 
land.York & Valen, t ,10 RussiaL comrades, participated also. This project 
was aci.oJted for proposal to th~ 5th Con;ress o~ the L. P . Rejecteu by 
C.C. & never ·roposec at Congres·s. At th2.t Congre . s a lar.dlord was one 
who had over 500 mou . 

We established an all-China course for ~Jeas::1nt-union workers; it 
had 1,000 students. This course was u~6er the joint leadership of tte 
C.P. c..:: Deft .\l ing fu,1T - myself & Teng Yen-tu (later killed by Chiang i~ai ­
sheck in i.:>hanghai) being chiefly responsible. Under the iJ:"IT central 
committee there T.1as 2-.lso a peasa~t union comni ttee cc we ,,,:ere 
res 9onsi bl~ there . I-Iy 1~.nd p:'o;ra~1 1.:F. s the re~ ecteci by thel-. @. of 
the C. P . Y(Hao 1:1as very ciissatisfied Hith l. ? . policy at that tir:1e, 
es9ecially t ;·/OJ.!'d the peasant rnoverlent; he thinii:s if the pe~sant r.-:ove=ier,t 
had been organized c:: arrn eu more thoroughly the Soviets coi..:;.1va have had an 
~lier dev:3lop□ent ~) (Add Paragra~h __ #2) _ ~ . . 

-a In I-1ay, 1926 the 5th Congress 01 c. P. vias hela in wuhun . The 
land program passed there was erroneous. In Wuchong the Chinese Union 
of Peasants 1.,-1as set un c'c I was 1J~eside2~t of it. On l~av 21 of tta t ve::1.r 

- - •.; V 

began the reactionary revolt in Eunan . (HSU Xo ~si 'ang Uprising) In 
.n·oril the colL'Ylter-revol~ition &. massacre of \-Jor :cers c.:: co:::-:~r.'.lunists hac. t2~~~en 
piace in iShanghai cc C,8.ftton (?) • FroD 1925 to 27 r.iy main pa:-ty 1.·1or~~ 1.-.r2.s 
with the neasa.nt union. 'k" 

Pa;agrapt #2 This project was a6onted for propasal tc the 5th Con­
gress of the C. P . :rc~=i3~ by C.C. & ·1•;2.s neve.c- propose::.._ at Con;re ss. 
Rejected at that Congress a landlord ~as one who hati c jer 500 mou . 

In the sJri~~ of '27 the peasant moveuent was widesJread in Hunan, 
Hur)eh, Kuangsi t: Fu(i<en u: the fu'.T high officials 8:. cornnanQers brtam~ 
alarmed, began to show their true fQce, aescrijed psusa~t ~o~er Jnt 
as excessive, called the peasa~t union ~he vaJ a~o~d unicr. ½e aavanced an 
opposite Jo "i nt of vie\·T (in .:.1ao' s phan·fr.l ·.=;t), but it w2-.s re.jected, until 
aft e r the co 1nter-revolutionary revolt in Hun21~ . After tte betrayal of the 
\tJuhan govern::nent the C. P . deciaed to leave the 1~·1T P2.rty c led an in­
surrection in Nanchang on nugust 1st. 

I ,Jas s Gnt to nunan .as secretary of the Provinci2.l Cor.i~i ttee, and 
had been there for 10 cays and was 1.-1i thdrr:i.·wn by Chen 'I1u-hsiU., because latte:-
accu~ed hir:1 of or~anizing uprisin~~ v?.T'ang She:r:-cr: ::.. h . LaI'-y C. P . leaders 
were oro.ered to le ."J.ve - to Russia, to Sz~chuar , etc . 1-J.ao or '.::.er ed to 
-~z 0 cl,,..,u0 ·...--. \·J'"'r n e r · .J_L,0 ~ 7 e 0 f'or- '.,-..: c l ·i f e lle d·ic. ,-1r· t ' f"")'Y' t i- n ao -:ir,ci i r r+·o!;d ,_, v .Ll ..A.L .... , ct_ .... -l _._-L ..._.. _ ..1.. -~-- ___ • _ • v .,r....., _ _ ... uv fJ c ~- .. _._ .. ...:,t.., \, _ _,. ._ 4 

\·Jen t:: to huns.n to orgs.nize the peasa n ~s - a f ter 10 d a:/s rscallcCL . Un 
August 7 , 1 9 2 7 C:- ~ e et i r. g extra or~ i nary of ~he C _. C .6"'\ r ~ : 1 ?: c e d l h~ r~ T • . - h s i U. ,2. s 
party sec. 'l1sai ho-se.tt~ Per::g .r\.Ul1[~- J's, Ch:..1 ~ ·-:r:--~a. i, ... o..o c o-cLers 
al together 10 \·Jere present at mee tin.s . ::::. 

I became a ~e~ber of the politbureau of G.e party after the 3rd 
Congress 'In Canton, 1924). In Auzust 0f 1927 I went to Chi .. r:gsha to 
ir.stigate a peasant uprising - the soc 2~ lled. Autu~:1n Croy Uprisj_ng . Ly 

· f · L r.t Ir. er· 2) or- :,.,ni z~tior1 of ··; easant-prog!'ar:1 callec1 for 1) se para tior _ ron er .\.i.-~ , ... b e.. - v . -· , 
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worker revolutionary army; 3) confiscate the s□all l andlords property , 
as well as big; 4) to set up i ndependent power in Hunan by t : e C.P. 
without the KhT . 5) Agree with the slogan of comintern .to organize 
soviets (not really proposed by Comintern. till later). fhis was 
program we demanded the party cor.:sider . In s e,~ermber the peasants r evolt 
led by Mao occurred in Hunan and the beginning of the revolutioLary 
peasant- workers army began with one division . (The ~irst Division , First 
Army*. This was _in the Kiangsi - ~unan- I:upeh borjer district . Enrolled from 
Li Lir.g, Peng 0 han, Lu Yang &:. t,,10 otters. 

Recruits came from Whit e Army troops, tram labor unions & fro□ 
peasants a_d became 1st Division of the First ~/orkers ~ Peasants Revolut­
• onary Arm . _ Nao ·was l eader of the Party Front Co11mi ttee . ~Je organizec. 
this army with the greement of t he ~rovincial Committe e but the program 
was op po sed by the Central Committee of the party. I planned to organize 
the First Division fro~ t he Eonyang miners, fro~ the peasants & from the 
old white armies . I was the inspecting tte □iners ~ on t he way to the 
peasant guards . 

I was captured by the } in Tuan. The Wh~te Terror was at its height ; 
I was taken to Chang s ha to be shot. I borrowed several ten cioililars fron 
a comrade on the way , to buy my release from the soldiers, who agreed , but 
the sllbal±e.rtt ir charge refused to release me. Gn t he way I -cried by ev jr y 
me·rns to loos er" the bouncs but faileci . Hith 200 yarcs of the destination 
~~~in J '.J_an Leacic_uar te,:,s, wheTe ~ would be s :C: ot ; i ciecicieo. to ::.._,.,y to escape . 
..L hn oke loose ~..: ro.r.: to ·.1ara a high place above a pond_ ,.,Ji th s c::1e tall g.:-ass 
in it. There~ tiQ a~ci 2ana2ed to esc2~e Qi sco?ery. 1te sc~cie~s sea~ched 
for ha2f a da:,r C tLen :-t:ovil=-.;ee;_ tt.e ir:ha:)i tan ts of a ne2~rby vill2-~3e to 
contiLGe the sea~c~ . They came nea~ ~c ~e ~Qry ti~es , arn I fe~t sure I 
would ~e 6a~t~rei . -

TJ,- C", 7 Yi r e J_ T ,..,. c:, .:,_ 0 .!:' .::> ~ C Y"> 0 r" C" the ..,.., 0 L1 n ta -i r.· s " .,.... -.- -; ,... r J_ J_ 1,-, '" rl n O C: n1 ' 0 ° s .LJJ .:)l.,U.lO::, lJ .J.. ;::,-_. V J. J_ d. -'- ' .:::-..:> l,; L .1.. ~ C)_ v ..._1_ 0 __ 1.., ■ l.l;_,\...c ~ - v 

and the road hu~t ~y feet. On the roa6 I met a peasant who gave ~e 
shelter & s purred (?) me on to another district . I haci ~7 . 00 ·with ,.:l•i c h 

- I bouzht so ::-:-~ e shces c·: an U .. '11br2lla . I reached the De2.sant 2u.2_rGs 1,1i th 2 R 
-✓ .l. -

cop pe~ s in my ooc~et. ~earby was the far riso~ for ce v~ich tad alre2cy 
jcir:e6 the 5ev . ;._r::~1:::,- . 1.; 1~ :-1. tte esi:Pi1_;lisr1mc:ut_0~· t/.1.e ne-.1 c.:. -r'._sio~: , I be -
e n1e 0 ~rl-i r··•, "Yi 0.,.--. -he, 1"'~' r•ty C OYVJ·rr,l· tt 0 e i· n l0 +- lJ_ t,..,. co-r1.,.,n::::.no a1·" -,. ,s: ~ y-U -~h::::. - J_ 1 on '-'J..,;..c_ ..L _ .__.c...,...J.._ ..1.. U.L .... .._.. ._, ._ .. _ .L ... .L._.... '- ~ u e V \J .1. ... l ........ ·~ - .... _ ..._, ,'/ ,._,._ i:::, u_ ... .._ .. L, ---• 

now W 1 ' r'ir."' for Ghi'"'r:r- •(n i ~1,,-, ---r at lan--i,-,- r.' 0 r,hont--y . ...., .,_-. ___ er-··~r --; .t:'l 00 J. to , _ L ~ _ 6 _ ..... _ ::.~ .. ,::: 1. C.t.. - :::, __ -....:; .:.. _ " ... : _ ..L J. _ c • ... '-' .:..J .!.. _ v ct ..L v _ . , a u -'- c: ._ , 

the i~-T districts . .J°e hs.c. so::~e victories, also so ~1e losses . ~-~a::~y 1,-Tevering 
ele erts l e1°t' • ,...,....- j_- ~ ~- i•/...; -,-\,,-. -o· '"t 1 c• (\ ··~o· ·• 1 Je "'O"'c>-cr• c: -i•' ~ ~-"'Y',Q ~ l,"' __ 

• .l.J ...I.. '...,;,L, ?-;::,v , ,l_L,,._ \A ' '- ~· l-!~L , ,' .l.-.,Cc -··'-''-'- ~ ... .l.c; "-'-C . .J.~;::,L c~l- • 
1 1hen -i-- h e,, 1·, 0 -~cre -1 :,-ir~·r,__r...1 -':--he ::::-.r,,,,,, T.,-.-•• ~ Y>eorrr "'n-; zeri . ·r,i'"'·r -y CG ":"1 -~rr·- ~ 1'S 
V - V ... - J ......, . .,.__ '--4. .i. .L- Jt:)6...ct.J- u _ ............ ... _lvl v, __ 1- 0 ..L ..._..,1 -- cC... ....... "-"-' l-.tG...J..- vL"'-~ ... --'-\. .......,_ 

had flea and ~en es capeu; Ghen ~~owns ~~ce regi~ent co□Llanfe~, later 0e -
tray 0 c. ~u+- r•1ar.,T ( 0 y,, ,- 'c ---.- 0..1!~',,, 1 co,·1,··' 1 s+- Ar--,, ... r c·o,.-o..... y '.:)r,:- ~ -

u e V l! .!.~./ .LJ '-"-•• •- '-'••·• 'r~-l!l-•""~-.,v.J.t. l •••• 1 V --l,j - _ ::i' v..l.~C -c■ ___ _ 

r~o,1 ir. ... ::.. . Eeac. . r e::1r~ iI'- .:C . j W'd-k..c.a"" •- 5a.., 
·ne I ... ec:iv,.., c:,r::'7"'. ··ar for,....,ea- -f'ro:--·1 tl:e i'in,r'"'n r· >'Yl-inor'~ • sr:ic 0 -r,--, orP-,...,D 7 '7f'"'IQ-

... '.:: - .............. v ~, 0 - ..... ! - -- -- - _---:i., J.; c-.. E--.... 1!.1..L ..1. .-:=J..;::) ' _, UJ..-\..A.. Oct. ~~ l:; 

from the ? ' ing Hs~an6 G. Lu Yang .:=ieas~:ut 5uarcs ( tte:c 1.Iic~e·,:pre?.G in Eu_11:--;_r:: -
these o.:-ganizec o:.r :~ao) ttirci. , one _)art of tte zarriscr i n Vih tan •:Jl ict re ­
vol tea agair.st 1:iang Chctng - 1.1ei . 

~e cause tte »ro 6ram of -::he autu~_·Jn uprisi~:Z TJas rc,t sa~_cticr.ed 
by the c . c ., becau.se ',:e c=-.lso h8c. some severe l & es, t:-.:.e c.c. G. 12ciaeci tte 
leaderstip wns no gcod, I was dis~is sed (in 1928) fro□ the p· ._ r~y 
politi c2l bureau anc also fro ~ the fror:t oarty comDi~tee . Ttere ,1ere 
rQaliy Qesertr::>rs· .l f .. c,·-nd r1v sPlj_.t:' co·r,,-,.--, -:11~ce,... or" -cr1~e d-i j 7 ,...,1·0,,.. Trc:::, -,r,-)Vly-, C7 ':'.ll -- J. ._ ' Vvl- .:.- -, , ._ __ 1 ... _JC J ..J.. J. - _._) - - • ... ~...._, .._ _..1,.,. ~L'-..A,. 

co,,..r1i -t•'.JC 1 FlC:: C ...... 7 t..: c -i zoa t1'-.1.·e ·r·in "'/err.ent 1,Jl,-i C111 it c :-J_- 7 ec. r 0 .1.c•1 e -,~r--vr-,·r1r:int' J. ... J.., '-" '--' '-' ~ ...., ~ ..1.. - - ..!... '-" ;.- J......, •-.t ' ~ ).. _ _._ .. _._ • --- - ._,, - ~lU '-' J ~ ~ • 

Froi.1 tr· e -;,riL;..Le~ o.:, (1:o-Jc1:1ber ) 192 / to a:)_tur.1n of 1923 1.-1e •Jere in Chir:,; 
~~ ..... r.o ~h .... n ..L-n ,, ,re,,- r- er 1927 -·e ..-. L. ,- -~ '-'.·e f'l. l" .J... ccTT· ,.., .i... i·n 1l-r1 ,,..'"'l1·r: ( • ..: ,...,1- -i· 
.l. \.C. ~J U J. - CL Tl • l , 0 . c; .J U ' ' .'~ ~ 9 l, > •:- , I__, L _ • _ ~ L, w './ ••• •~ \.J -:_ .:, ~ _ _ l \. l., ~..l 1 g ' 
On 4--\,-,e ,...,,n!:ln b r, r r•eP' 1 el 0 c .... c.::. a ~he fir..-.- .-n,ri •-)T ,.- ') 11~,..•Y- •,•,•o -;,-, 1t r ,..., Ch'"'lr UiJ .l.- 1..A.. ...... C .... -v \...\.. .-) '-'- - l.J,.,, vJ.. ,.. vv ;:>J,1 ~_,u ':') .. .._.,..L,...l ....... -.J. ... V • - ..:::, .i~Cl .-

wan was Tai Tsun,s - ling . \l e advanced a aer;10crat:i ··-:- ~·ogra:J . At tLn.t ti:.1e 

,Jang Tso cc Yu:u:; ':hn- t?/~\anC.its 'Ji' Chir. :}.,,·.n.·l, ~,, , 1:1ere taken i n U: 
i:ccreaseo. i~ed A bv 2 regiments to t tota~ of 'J, re~.:L.:e;n~s . 11ao ~.12.s ·-.1c::._Qe co-v _.I l~ 

mmanaer . 
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there i•Jere .1any putscl:ists who wantea to bt:rn s:.r.et kill 1;Jore in rnar:y 
ciistricts . ·,,ie did not follo 1.1 such a :policy; ,.-1e were tterefore cri tic __ zed 
by tte~ as refor~ists. They wanted □ore burni~gs, killir s , seizur2s, ar:d 
at:acked ~e for not ca~rying out a rrore radicn~ policy . In ha~ , 1928 I Get 
Comrade Ctu Teh and thenceforth ~e were ilways together. Wi t h part of t he 
troops f'om the Nancr.:.ang i;prising 1,1e hac advanceci into 00:_1tl.ern hun.:-r er:. tte .2 
took ChirgKai:ph~n. Fror_ ~--ay 1928 to J2,nuGry 1929 i s the Chingka.~rf) 
Our plan was to esta lis~ a li-hsien Soviet area. We fought aga1rst ~ 
two te~dencies; ~irst, to advance to Ctangsha, __ ·wt.i~h ·1;1e ~,,,,Siciere6 ,.>'1.0- -@c 
venturis□; secona to retreat to the boruer of L~an~UDG w·_1ch was con­
siaerea by us as excape from ene~y. We regarde~ our first task to distri ­
bute land, secondly to set up a soviet governxent. ½e were for arming the 
people, free trade, good tre~t□ent of whit e troops & leriency in general. 
In the autwjn of 1928 we fueld a representative ~eeting of different distric 
of party near Chingkunsh~n . At that meeting a r e solutio~ pa s passed declar 
ing that the Soviet uovern~ent would be uictorious - because even t here 
were some people who o pposed our policy , believso we c oula not last long. 
In the wir:ter of 1928 ·1e received the new resolutions of the party~ we 
agreed with the progra.~ . From th~t ti~e on we were i n complete agree8ent 
witt the line of the party . 

Resolutio~ s of tte 6th Congress s1rnwarized the experience of the 
1925-27 re:-rolution, the -\aDchang Uprisings, the Canton Uprising o: the 
auturJn Y·J t"-1$1~ -:n Eunan . 'Q urir..g the "struggle against auventurisr-1 11 

perioa 1.\·e defeated t·.io a~:;er-ipts to retake Chingk:arJ3tan. After o Lr 
meetir:g ·,1i th Chu Teh 1 1e o.:-.:;21-2..zed the 4th Aroy ':ii tll Chu reh 2.s c o~1E:io.ncier 
u. ao ~s noli"tic~l cn=~i"-~r .a. - ......... V -!.. .,;_ .._,, .4 .. 1 ... -~ - ~ ,::> CL -- • 

Ir: · the autunn o.f 1928 rJore troo:)s co~--:e out to jo2.r. -cte rtec.s :..,ro·~ -cte 
a r l"'1 1· , . C: r, a·· ' 0 C \,.., i" .'::l n ,-., ~ e- ~ b r::, C .~ r~ e r Ir- e r::." .,... 1,- ✓ ea- !l r ~~ y AV 1 0 r rr r ],.., e .,., / e y, r, Der ::-

!..I -~...;, ,J.:,.. ·- l- '--' · • .l,.._ v ...., ~-.l v.l.- ./ u.L •• i. ...... ·--· • -·" -·6 v.L - •-· .,, -'- G .1. -·::: 
Tet- hua i , Teng P ' ing (staff of ]rC: Corps) , killed in TsL,<..k.li; Eu2.r..; :-:uo-n-i 
T ' en ~eh- y~an . .1n te wi~ter of 1927 there hat been upri~s in ~unan 
Western~ Eastern parts, Hupeh & (the west beca~e ho Lung; the East be ca~e 
hsu ~siar:g) provinces cr they for7 ed their own forces, ttus origi~ated 
hsu }:.sis.r:~ - chien cc Cl:·-. r:z ~~uo - tao c;: ttose Sovie:s. In tte ·.-1estern p2 .. r~ of 

~ t..... -

huDe~ C --·c-~"!:lr in tl---o -r..; -...... -e,.., c.t:' 1027 -::irn-1--r""r ':)",.., -.! Q~Y' ".,..,._ ,'T _ "Y"nce ~ C\' ... l ·- -.. .L.- __ .., ........ #J.- , -- .J.._1,...,, .,1... ... .,..J ..l. ..L / •' L.'.•-Jl..,~ ... c; .:_ ... _~ . .J.. V-V-'-.l. ... c.-.. ~ .... ~.: (_,_..,!.. --0 ' _'9JJ. ....... v. 

ho Lij'.:)n r-:- r 0 ··l 7 C"r' e ,.., ,.0 - 1-e 2rr, Jirn -
_,, C ' - .._; " - \....t.. \.A ..... - -:_- q::;,. .... '-A - -"", • 

Fa~ Chit.- .:n2r:g, r:.sz.s.o S0.ih-~"~ ha::: also be~un 2. :-=cve:~:en: alor_; ~::s 
l-;or t r_ea s -ce _"n pP,r ~ of :-:_a~g s i ir: the wir. -cer of 1 927 . L Le :-:;2.r:; of tte _'i.eC. 
Ar ·--, 'T_T ,~ris 7°d O'U+- of Cav-,-r·r a1•-l--L,on tho Un°.,..;s1· r.a >--., Pen .::: p~-; ,'.:',net ber-:~r:.1 ~r_,e 

_ ,,. .i.l ,./ -' L\. _ - v 1 
... - V V .l. - C. -....., .J. J. - \..., _ - - • - :::, ' U v " o \..A. - ' .._ ::: .......,. '-' • 

Sov1· 0 "C -.L·'Y' La1"lof';::ir.r- -;:;1ol-;n.,·..;r';J' !'1 noliC"'T of ·:Jutc:ch1· s'"' t --e 'Tr ·-;er 0 socn '- -~ -.-C ....,_ .._,, -.::; • _._, __ _I ..L--o .._,t,. lj _ t_/ _ '"-' ,I.J. .-.-J.' - ,J \o .._, .l, .. 

wipec. out cy t. r_e e~e:~::r . Lne pa~t of ar~:1y , lea cy Ku Ta-c t.en left 1-.-ai~l f'eng 
~ beca~e the 11th ar=Y• In the spring of 1928, near Tung Ku , Ksing 0 
Ku (Kiangs:._) there we.re a~so partis~n mcve□ents , lea by Li ~en, Li 
Sao-c~u, especi2lly 2...rounc. Ki-::.r.. ; later becaLJe the 3rd Ar-::Jy ~ the district 
the base o~ the Certr~l Soviet Area . In the 39.riL; of 1929 the districts 
of. ~:, est~rn \ukien ~9r:1rg 1:1!) u~:..er Cb-e1.r:g i:i:1~ -c her. , Te13 Tz~- ,hui cc E:-1- _ 2r 
Pu1-ts er.. (a.: ter· r2..rci. a soclal 1J8:-.1oc::...,at) . ·-1 .r.1s u2.s 1x.1 sis o.t .-1 ~ st Fu.::(len 
Sov:._e t ;1.rea . 

• (~6.ucation in '-~arxisrn:) 1.·Jhen I T.ient to Psiping the second ti:ne I 
was much ir:.fluer:ced b~,. the .1.iussian revolutio1~ . I .Fla: read a gre':lt c:eal abcut 
it. hext I went to ~hanghai u tr ere tal~,;.,ed over ::-nucr, of ur_a t I had read 
with Lher ~u- hsiu . he strcrg l 7 ir:fluenced ~e . Three books i read, 
11 Comrn:,-;.nist ~-anifes'to . '' tr2~r:sl=1..-ced. by Ghen 11Jan ~- t::;_o (the .:irst 1·1arxist 
b O O \ t .,., !:I r s 7 ,.._ t e d ) "C 7 ') <"' :'."' .) tr. - . ::: J_7 0 I I b"" T ; - '; l,\ i- r, > ,r II r 1· r, - r ..... ,y (' .!:' u O C 7 ~ l i" s 1 '1 II -- -G..1. - -- ' __._...,._.::,.::, ..., ~-.-::., " ' .; --c.. Mu ,:1_,._,, ~- 0\..J-..1 ... _, _... .... , ____ ,, 

t<:1"r k 1u ·n:)r- ";'Y'\Q- tl,.., CIC"' O .... l,'1Y"Y)r.::ir' ~ ... 'T.T ,..,..ir-(1 cli-i-'-i..,,-.1' t:,l"' ... t· - u,pr, c nr1··~ 1, r,7Q~ 
J. _..,\,. _J_0, C'..J..J. 1 ... .._,.:.)~ L.l-• .. ........ "-4 .1., -·""---- .... _...L_.l~ V -~ ,/ ..,,.,~ .L-L .._,,1_ •• ,..LA..- ... _ ..... .... J. . 

In the su·--~,1er o ...... 1 °20 I .;."r-..L1..,,.,_--; ·,-- 0 e1- f cor-,.! - cec~ of" 1·-.0 ,.,~,.1· st t 1,-, eori :·, s 
• • J.... _ / .L.•J .l ... U ~ .... / v _ .. _ ..4-.... .i. .. .A....1-,... 1 ....... _.._, ' 

and ciecicied to be a ssci.2.li::;t . in 10)20 I marriei ): i:J.Yls ~~ ' o.i - hui , oau:;tce.; 
of my for~1er teacter of ettics, i..·.Jl:o~. :i tc.-:.Cl ,r:iet i~ 1--'ei_JiLg . . . , 

In the winter o: 1928 J?en2 Teh- Luo.~t, Hiti~ p;:.,.rc of the Army , Jo1nec 
us at Chir.~ l-: lj .:0Eu~ . J.l-,~e '!~ct,Jr~.~--~~t LLingkaIJ3h:--~ 1.J"--..s ~r.~l~eI'-cea"tby tte 
Uni tee. Frcn:t \Ji-ch -t·::o bar.c.1 t chi er s , \·Ir..o er_ terec. the 1{eo. hr:-:iy a6et1nst . -, _ 
regi~::er.tal CODTJ;:-:r.cers ; -.. an6 'fsu- cl: iruan \'le - -Cs:-,i ~ La~er :tey \Jere kll..L<::C. 
by m-:,~ce~ or Chi'Y'::lrr-1 r :~ a ·-1 (1--:..~o) -, 11.0 -.revoltea 8.2;"..lnst ;"LeC 1-1.rrJy . The 

:..,......:.)~ ...) ..l. 1..:.__l. ... ,...,L~'-~ J -11..- - /_} • -I• • 

3..,.,u I ..... Y"]Y''\,..Ll. "D 11·ri c' .;:;0.:..1 p-'y- -1--nc• 0ut its fror::t o~,,..8>.t::n un . Lor~: .. 1 cior: s in 
J- Vct1..J.::,J - (:, l . (...t...:.J .J.J. ..1 --..__..,, u"_,,_._, -

11- C'•'r..., \•fl-'.· -t~ ·bT.'I' C"' .,._.! -~t 7 iS'' .....J 8. °t S C u:=-.sh' 
Cr.1·rc·/~r-~ha v: \~e~; -,e~-.t O~G. . v ....... · _v ... - hJ.\..J:.. ~ ,,_v(. ........ .. . 

;..L --.::: -- '½'(" ... cg 



7. 

as soldiers said to 11hoi:1 caui talis:·.1 rnear.s l;:1.nC:.2.oros. In January 1929 
Chu & Mao together broke th~ouFh tte white lines & established cioviets in 

~J 

other regions. Ttus ended tte ~)er :_od of Chin§{~a1J'3han. Chir.gkart:3han ( ~·) 
not a !!place or village, but tte r-o.u1e of a mt. locally kno\J otr~wise. 
There were five main villages on the rnt.,·which had a curcuit of 500 li 
& was 8,? li across. CKS ~oca.::..ly kr.o\vn .s.s ·.ra h~ia o -,.,u Chirj (great o: 
small Iiive wells - ta, hsi9o, chung, sllang, hsin. 

In January, 1929, 1.1e e .. :acua ted Ghingkarfh1.n & 1.1ere follewed by 
Chu Pei-teh & Kisantung & Fukien militarists. ~e succeded in establ~sh 
ing soviet regions in Yungting, Shanghong, Lung Yeh. Our success was 
due to uni ting with the mass move:-.1ent. Our influence extended into other 
hsien but we did not yet set up *he revolutionary power. 

Conditions in then.A. were becoming better & better. There were 
numerous struggles vs. bad tendencies in the R.A. For example, "parti­
sanisrn" was a weakness; lack of discipline, exaggerated democracy, loose 
organization, failure to observe & obey orders. Another; 11vagabondisr:..", 
dislike to settle down to serious tasks of government, love of move□ent 
d: "charing chickens." Another: reranantes of militarism, with officers 
·ciomi~a ting & bea~ing men.) ciiscri!riina tions in treatment, _etc. With cor:quest 
of. tr.1.ese tenden'2·1es the rt.A. v-Tas strengthened. In l<M::1'£eJ..tFukien we called 
the 9th party conference of the 4th Red Army in Deceo~ber, 1929, ex-
changed ideas & plans, removed L12.ny misunderstandings&: laid the foundation 
for a high type of ideological leadership in the Red Army. Before this 
conference the tender:cies in the R.A. described above were very serious & 
they were utilized by the counter-revolutionary Trotskyists. Some of the□ 
had gone into the R. A. to u.::::ci.er:mir~e it; they v.rere discovered &:. a vigorous 
struggle was b§gun against the~. Trots~yists were deprived of their offices 
Liu Ai-kung1;:a ____ 'l'he Trotskyists intenaed to destroy the ar::.ny , did not believe 
in its role, wantea(typical - killed in battle) to le&d it into difficult 
positions in battles vs. the enefily. After several unsuccessful battles thei 
plans became quite evident. They also attacked my progran & everytt~ng 
we advocated. Their winter-revolutionary force was overco□e & after the 
Fukien conference they were discredited & their ir:fluence ended. 

The conference urenared the wav for the establishJent of the Soviet 
power in Kiangsi . 1ext y~ar (1930) w~s a year of great success. Almost 
all the so~ttern ha~f of Kiangsi was ~rought un~er Soviet cortrol. Below 
Yungfeng, Lo An, Kuang Ching, Ti Sui, hsien, practical~y all S. i(iargsi vas 
brought under soviet control. This became our base in southern ~iangsi . 
Our attention was tten concentrated all the works of the local soviets. 
·we b.i.ad a struggle then with the op ortunists , uho Here opposed to dis ­
tribution of la~d. Their objections & opposition were overcome, & the 
peasants enthusiasm answered with §Upport for our movement which helped U? 
to face u: (fief est the iChT ar:-.1ies. here 1:i2.s held an im·oortant party 
conference (local aLd representatives 0% the R. rl . ) OD the 7th of February 
to aeci~e unon the nolitical line of the Jarty , and here the lard distribu-

~ ~ ~ 

tion was argued and decision reached to cor~tinue aistrib:..1tior: u. to establm 
K. prov. sov. gov. 

Gradually the Red ArQy was beco~ing trained to work with the masses . 
At Chingkanphan th~ Red Arrny ir:1-._~ had three disciplin9s . 1) comrnanciers 
must be obeyed; 2) nothing must be taken fror1 the poor; 3) all con­
fiscated goods must be deliver2Q to the governaant , for thate use. After 
1929 then.A. bega~ to wor~ 1nore closely to the peasants . Eight more points 
were added . 1) put up doors when you leave a house; 2) Ret~rn cr roll up 
the straw on wh-'-ct;_ you have sle:9t; 3) Borro\Iec:. articles must be retu~ned; 
4) be kind~ polite to che people; 5) ~amag e~ borrowed articles must be 
replaced; 6) Transactions □ust be hoL~st; 7) Defecate with care. Lin 
P 1 iao aci.ded last b:10 8) ~on't search capturec:i. \·!Lite solciieL's . The 
RA men were taught to agitate cc organize the peo)le, 2) to ar1t1 the L1asses 
and 3) to raise mor~ey to su1J _Jort the ·war vs. tne IG·_T . 

In the first half year of 1930 there were S6veral groups of 
partisanx guards led by Li \,an-liLg to Li Sa-chu. They were organized 



. @-
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into the Thirci Army, corm.:anded by C. \Jang Ku~lu, polit. 
corn:Jissar Chun Yi, _.iart of Chu Pei-teh' s Mill t'uan was led by Lo P' ing-
hui, who ·v/as dissa tisfiecl with JG11T, and went over to Cor111unists durir:g 1st 
half of 1930. The Fukien Reci Guaras & one part of Red Army were organized 
into 12th Army under Hu Chuhg-hao. political commissar T'ai Tsung-ling . 
\liu \1'' s J,.ter kiililed in battle ct replaced by Lo P' ing-hiu. At this time 
the 1st Arny Gorps was form:ad from the 3rd Army (Wang Kien-Lun), the 4th Ar: 
(Lin P(iao) the 12th Army (Lo P'ir.g Hui) and the corps coL1r1ander was Chu 
Teh. Mao was political comLlissar . Party leadership was under a Front 
Com~ni ttee of which 1•lao was chairman . Many local & ir.dependent regiments 
cc divisions existec.i also, apart fro . .1 the 1st Army Corps . In the 1st .Army 
Corps at that time were r.1 ore than ~O, 0 0 mer} . - which we called 1 0 
divisions. ~ 

On tactics; In the Chingkar: ·han p2riod haci four slogans; 1) When 
enemy advances we retreat; 2) ¼hen the enemy settles down , we trouble 
the1u, 3) '~Jhen the ene:.;y avoici.s a ;-'attle, 1,1e 2tt2.ck; 4) When the e1~euy 
retreats we pursue . At first r.:1a.Ly were or,~·,o.ssc~ to tt.sse si}: _ _ wor(ls, 
but l~cer a~ter ;iuch experience these rules were in general vindicated. 
We had numerically smaller force ~limited resources & were forced to 
ado!Ilt -. tactics of guer • war are . The most important method we adopted 
was to concentrate\ exceeded by 10 or 20 time by enemy) the army whil e 
replusing the enemy, to divide & separate the army when not fighting . T~i s 
vras cont ~~ary to tl~e <j:,1r.icr1 uf :,ar.:, e:~)eric:~c~( ~e:,'"='.:..-:- J s~ :-c..t r2d we r:ot 
adopted theu we could not have hela a increased our positions . 

In expan6ing Soviet area in general the tactics of the Red Ar~y 
were 1) for the wave-like develo_:Jnent; 2) against o.eveloprn,3nt by "lea·Js 
and jumps" without pro~1er cor.solici..ation . Ttis ::ir-o. o: tactical li!_e 1.12.s 
o..eveloped as the result of mar.y ye~rs of experierce i~ polit~cal u :j~litary 
tactics. Such tactics were severely criticized by Li Li - san , who ~2 scribed 
ttem as the ''ne·w right o~J:portunist tenuency'', u. favorsci clevelo::_)rrent by 
"leo.ps . ,r 'ihey advocated coLcentra tion of all rifles in the ha.Leis of the 
R.A . , and absorption of all p2.rtisan groups . They 1·1a~itec. to attack but 
not consoliiate; to advance but not to secure tte reer . Li Li - san there­
for oro..er2d thew thcirawal of the R. A. fro~ the rural d~str~cts ~ an 
a ttac~-;:: on the big c2. ties . Eis lirie 1,,,1<?.s not yet LLefea tee. c·· p2.rt of ~ t 1.1as 
acceoteC & carried out . The ~ . A. reJ~ected the uronosal to absorb tte 
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Partisan ce temi - nartisan 0arou·8s. ·.1 e :..loved to carrv out the advance 
~ • V 

on 1~2.nchang & Changsha . 
In the autU£1n of 1930 the n . A. rnoveci into norttern :;{ia.ngsi, 

a ttack0.;u cc ca:Jtureo.. mar:y cities. -✓•Jhen Hi tr..in stri:;::ing distc:nce of l~ancl:ang 
tl~e .1• irst Corps tu!'.'ned sl:arply \·test &. uoveu on Changsha . In this arive 
w~ ,_·:et _oc joined forces 1.-Jit~ th~ 3r? Corp~ ~f Peng Ter:- hut ai, for the firs.: 
time since 1929 when \·ie haa l8I t hirl1 at Chinghar~ ~ 

(There ·Here ti-:ree re·=: sor:s for our victory over the Janu3_ry 1931 
exteriJinat~or~ ca .. iDaign . 1) the consoliuatior. of the 1st u: 3rd. Co.:cps . 
2rf, tLe change of- the Li Li-s2.n lirie 3) .Je overcame the anti - bolsl:ev~· ~~ 
counter-re~olutionaries _with~n our ?wn ranks in R. A: a local d~s~ri~t . j 

In 1·1arch, 1920, Pen~ '1.er...-huai haG been forcea to leave ChingKar..~l1 a 11 

& ne scenu to the soa thernv-:,part of Kiang s i . In April 1930 he reconnected 1.,1i t 
Chu Teh & Mao at Suichin . It was deci~ed that the 1st Corps wculd operate 
in li'ukien ci: Peng Teh- huai' s 3rQ Co.c ;s ·would operate be tweer. the Hunan 
Kiangsi border i1-:i the south . Peng' s ar~J~/ had rapidl/ inc.reasecl to a to ta2. 
of over 16,0CO by June 1930 \·it.en 1.Je~2.n the rnovenent on c1-.Lar1gshc1. . In 
Auiust the JrQ & 1st Cor~).3 co:·:1oir~ec. u t~ e 1st FroiJt 1\.r::-::y ,,1c.. s for~Jed . (C r·.u 
Teh w,J.s co: .. l.~r?.r~oer-in-chief of tte 1st FroLt Army & i~ao pol . COi:1Lissar; 
also of tt.e 1st Cor-c,s . At tLc,t ti . .1e the Chinese wor::ers &. p 122..sants 
revolutionarv cornrni ttee u:. C. 1•.i:c.o uas elected Cr.J::.irrfi.an . ) ., - ... 

In Se·ote·raber che secor.Q attack was mane on Changsha unc.er above 
leaC:~ership . k uutsioe the city two brigaaes of er:e ,:y troo~os 1v1ere eliminated 
but the attack failed . A serious strJ. '-_gle began uetween Li Li - san &: the 
rev . comrni ttee . Li ac.i voca ted an at tack on \,~uhan . In Li ' s opinion tLe 
revolution was n~ar success & wo ~ld soon have power over the whole 
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country. In our opinion the er:.emy was preparing for a heavy campaign 
against us. (Feng Yu-hsiang c1 Chiang Kai-shek were t l1en fi ght ing in the 
north cC t~ e oL:.tlook see:.1 ed extremely favor ·, ble to Li -Li-san.) Especially 
after the occupation of Kian, in uctober, the erroneous line of Li L~-san 
was overcome. · 

The main tasks of the R.A. at that time were the strengthenirg of 
t hen.A~, the expansion~ consolidat ion of organization & t he gradual growt 
of soviet ized areas. The at tack on Changsha ·v,1a s not necessary, from 
this pant of view. If it is considered a tem~orary action rather than an 
attempt to set up state )OWer it was a good action for its eff ~ct on the 
national r -2volutiona.ry L.1ovement was very great. The s.:1 istake was to a ':cer.1~J t 
to holci Char:igsha u: ::Jarre a base of it; 0 ;_1r _·; ower fa~~not consolidated behind 

.it. (i.,Iao's wife, sister, the ·wives of hao Tse-rnctn::v& l•iao Txe tan, 2_nd 
l·lao' s son, were all arrested by Ho Chien in l-i' s native village ci: sent to 
Changsha. His w:.fe & younger sister \-Jere killed, his two brothers c...-: 

son later released.) 
Af~er overco~ing Li-Li-san's line the rled Army was greatly strengthe. 

In this cor1solidation Co:orade P~:ug played a big role. Some comrades in the 
Third Corps did not want to work with the First Corps & wanted to split 
the R.A. into two parts. Ci Perig overcame this tendency & achieved the 
consoli6ation. The anti-bolshevik groups led the 20th Army to revolt&: 
attacked ned leader Liu Ti rs.s.o, commander of the 20th Army, was arrested; 
arrested the chairman of the K;angsi Provincial Soviet; arr 2sted others; 
attacked haO Tse-tung on the basis of the Li Li-san line. This occ~rred 
at Fu •1 ien &: is ~.nown as the Fukien Inci ._,; ent. (Fu Tien is near Kian). 
This anti-tolshevi~ ~ove~en t was suJp ressed, due to the loyalty of the R.A 
to Soviet ~~tho~s c( i nstitutions~ the support of the peEsantry. 

The ~·irst Ca~paig~'s the strategy agairst it. In gene~al our nlan 
was to retreat & cir aw in t h e ene:ay, then re turr1 to ou -cflanl-~ tte:-i. 1,J e ·were 
being encircled, fro:::1 a::i.l sides, but we trea tecl each colunn as if i -c ·were 
operat ing alone. 1et-cing it into Soviet territory we achieve6 t he ;osition 
of maneuver in which v e could, momentarily, encircle ttera, . t t us reversing 
the general strati~ical advantage enjoyed by a greatly super ~or ene□y . 
•1 hus "b'e soubc:ht to uea.l ·. ,:. th e · cl-: rout ar~Jv se ·D2 . .r;.J_ tel-r. .r1act ':,;e no t followeci 
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suc h a stratigical ~iLe ·,.; e co ,,.lo. :r:ot have •:1on sur victori s s. The C. I.e. 
of the ene . .1y ·vias Lui r:;:1et.-~Jing, & ·.,1e '\•Jere s. tt c:~ed LJY five r •::lL--Ce s, '.J i th a 
t o ta 1 of 1 ~ c, , CO J t1 en vs . J ur ; c !.' c e of 1+0 , COO . ',; e at tack :~ '- t t e c en t er 
Colllj·11r:"" or st.1·.-, ,.....Ll·-,. .:c~~ ',0• 1.re:.s :-~,~c}· ;:·-::_ ·:·;·r·r•e -i"r,l";c·""t'~;..~ c· ~, l-)· 1 ,- 0 In J-::-nl''' Y'"I./ • • ..:) -· C'.v Cl .. '-· - ••• '--' ........ - -- •. ~ v •• ~~· -- · .L-C - c . ~ ~ le . ~ CL l J_ -., 

1931 t-'.,e 7 ..:1•..,c•+ ~-- .... e ·• · . .; .. . ,..."--io· r-""·1--,..,.; •• ,. -•as d r·, .·-rn-yeci. 
~ v.L.!. .i .L 0 v .w./ .. l, - l! . .Ll.c . ., .L .. -<:' .... _,c . ..'.... 0 1, .. ~ ...., v - • • 

~ i:.1 1~3.J , 1931, • .. e :.iet (..( o.efeated 200,ouo meE COlJinar:.cieG. oy h Ying­
chinJ .~n the 2nd Extermination Campaign, ·~.;hose forces nurnbereci 200 ,000 
men. 1 he situation was then thoug ht to be very critical. Our area was 
Sinall & our troops coI:!csntra ted vs the 2nci route of the eneiay I s advance. 
They r:.1ovec:. in by 7 routes. He broke up the 2nd. rou.te cc tten quickly 
eliminateci the 3rd rtoute. The 4th doute retreated & the 5th ~oute was 
partly c.estroyeci . The 6th a 7th :1outes ,.; ere t hen easily elininatect. 
Within 14 days we fo~ght six battles & marched e days, to bring a~ e~d to 
that c .s .. :ipaign. The Fi:-st rtoute Arr.1y un ,.c er Tsai Fing-Kai &: Chang Euan-nai 
then wi t h.c.r e·.1 ·without any serious struggle . 

One ~onth later ~e~an t~e 3rd Cam9aign, l ~st ing fro□ July to 
Septe:J·oer , with Chiang Kai-shel( peI'sonally comuanding the cac~Jaign. 
300,000 men w§-;e in,,01 ved. There were three r,1a in routes; Chen_ i·ling-hsa, 
} .. on~ -chiD; , anG Cr .. u 0f'u3.o-liang (no'\·! in LanchoT-T ). Chiang Ks.i-she~( 
adoptev the tactics of .:'a)id pene~r2.tioD , moving hi s 2..C Tti i a s bO li per day 
& rapi~ly occupying L.1~Jortant so·1iet t ::=: rri tocJ. Tsai & Chen 1~i1~;-l:s.u ·,-1ere 
on t he le.:t c olurnr. . Chia~g ho)eG. to ta:~e us by storm . Our total force 
nurnbel."'ec.i only a b'.)ut 30,000, -gr.d we hau to be extrenely careful ho1:'l. our lnen 
were deployed. In five battles we eli3 ir.ated 5 colu~ns of ene~y troops. 
The say~1e t ac tics h e re acio)tecl as previously, e a ch colun being cut off & 
eliminated separately. In the 3rci campa i gn Comrade \l 1~b{ung-liao ( cou -
manaer o~ the 3rd arwy) was sacrificed. ~ 

"Sov:.stize the territor 0 r e:;c :;o.nd t he R.arrny (and rest i t. )_, and 
~ ' .. r' • 7 io··· o.t:' tl"'e ,. re t'~e .11..,·1- 1,..pe t~s1~s 0 .L.c- the ~LA. a_ -cer c ouc_us LJ 1. -rais e De\·i f unQ s. 11 

1·1 e 11 1 ~ ---· ... 
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In 1931, ~hen Japan began to occupy Manchuria, the First Soviet 
Congress was called in December ci the first Soviet Ch. Government was 
established. In Dec. of this y ear t here was an uprising of the 28th Route 
Army of Sun Li-chen, a nd led by CoLlrade Teng Ch'ing-fou . The 26th(?) 
Army in nart joined the rled Army at Ningtu & was reorganized ~nto the 
5th Corp;. (Shil co□mander of 8th Army). In 1932 we fought a bi g bat tle & 
occupied Chuo..ngchow. \Je fought Chiang Kai-shek at (. 02s not follow on 
next page) Fought Lhen L.T. at Nanshieng. Fo~ght Chiang Kai-shek, I-
~ ang , Lo-an, ~ichuan , Chi~n IJing, .C•an Ning . .battles n,:::a: K~n ~how but it 
was not occuJ1ea oy us. ~ro□ Oct. 1932 to J a n 1935 I lefG military work, 
I devoted my time to Soviet work. _ 

In Feb. 1933 the Fourth Campaign of ~anking's troop s was defeated 
by the Red Army· . Fron the 1,,-1in ter of 1933 be gan the Fifth Cam~Ja ign. Chiar:g 
Kai-shek Llobilized nearly 1,000,000 troops to occupy the Soviet areas & 
utilized the fortification s v ste~ to attac k us. 

In tha t ueriod we made two i JD Ortant errors. Or.e \-Jas the failure to 
unify really with Tsai Ting-Y~i I s ar{1y. The other was the adoption of 
erroneous strategy of si1aple defence, throwing away the forwer methoas of 
meeting the ene8y. 

~he Sovi et uovernment in Feb. 1932 had declareJ war on JapaL. ~arly 
in1933 it announced t ha t it wo(,tld welcome the cooperation of all armies 
in war vs. Japan on these conditions; 1) cessation of at .·ack on the 
Soviet area & the Red Army, 2) to guarentee u civil liberties, 3) to ar_.1 
the people for anti-Japanese· war. aemoc£a~ic 

Although i n the 5th Canpaign our victori 0 s were not decisive, as in 
previous ca;Jpaignes , our operations causea enor~ous losses to t he forces 
of t he counter-revolutioL: Vigorous battles ~·ere fought~ we acquire6 much 
exper ience in cloviat o~ganization. In January , 1934 tte 2nd All-Chinese 
Congress of Soviets convened in Suichein ~ a survey of sovi e t work taok 
9lace. H.ere Mao gave his re por t surnrn.~ rizing the vior}: of the Soviets. 
In Uctober, 1934, began the fawous \iestward Harch. In January, 1935 we 
reached ,~unyi in KHetcho~.r. Frorn Janu2.ry of 1935 to Hay, 1935 the □ost 
active combat & t he ::10s t, energetic fighting Wets t2. ::ing :.:: l 2ce. Through can_· · 
d ifficulties thr1Jugh Kwe .tcho 0.1(?), Yunn2;.n , Szechuan , across rive.rs, cl 
mountains, avoi~~n; ~ fiihtiLg ~ 6efdeating ene~y aruies in pur sui t , ~;e 
rea ched ShLnsi at last ir October, 1935. In this Jeriod, i ~ order to 
le2.a. the Lt-th Cor~s, C. Cr.Lu Teh remainect. in Sz2chu2.n 1.1i ti: tte 4th Front 11.rr:1y 
Corps. Pen6--L°eh-l:uai c~ ~;::-self led the 1s t . The victory of the .3e ci _--i.r :c1y c:.: 
the lor:g r:1c1crch .as ci;1e fi~.,s t to t he le;--;_ciersh:~p of t Le ConL1ur: i s t ?a1·ty 6.: 
seconnly to the great ~etermira tion, sl~ill & rev. ardor of the leaG ing 
catre s. Persoral leacership is only significant as an ex~ression of t he 
strength, Soliaar ity ~ will of the party a s a whole (crossed out sentence) 
The Chinese C .P. Party 1v.Jas , is anu "I.Jill be faith~ul to LcJ.rx LeninisE1 & will 
continue its stru;g=.e vs. every op _) ortunist teLder.cy . I h: ve .::-tl1.12.ys 
carrieci out~tLe ·Jo l::..c p o.:· the ·oart-J·' vs. OD'Jort ;~_nis t tenc.e:::ci ,3s . Comrao.es 

.. t,/ .... .l J. • 

Chu Teh, Ch"ang Kuo -~a.o , Hsu Lsiang-ct.ien, .Jang 1·,1et1;, Lo Fu , Chou En-13.i, 
Po.Ku, -~ang Ghi·~_-sh3.n, .i:-:en~ 'Teh-t~;ai, Lo Hc1 n , .Feng Fu, Lin ?ia.o, 
hang Ir1, hsu~aitur::~

1
Chir1g Yung, Cr.:.en Ghang 1-.:..:-:;_o, 5si~~o .£ .. eh anci mE.ny 

many excellent com~:~~s, mary who gave their lives to the revol~tion, work­
ing together twoa~6 a single ,~~)ose , have made the ~e~ Army~ the Soviet 
moveu<:;D t aLd these c-..nd thousanC:.. of others ready to re ;l?.c e them will 
leao. it to the fi~al victorv . 

Followir.6 1;1as cross jQ out) I ar:~ not 2. l :-:=:arn2ci. tJcU1 cc ',1,rheneve1., I have 
ti~~.e ..L try to increc,s2 r.1y ~:no,.11ec.~e by reading. I~ oLe o.oes not le·· ri~ 
:klRxs his \•Jorl-;:: ca.~no~ i~J~)Tove or a dvance . In Auguest, 193 5 the_ Party 
declarec~ to the whole country for Uni te ·J Front ~x:x:i:r-.:..Rx against Japanese 
i .nperialism. In Febr:.L .. ry 1936 the ·,ior:cer s-Pease..nts .i:ted Army W8.s re­
organized into the Peoples 1i.eci Aruy & became the vanguard anti-Eapanese 
army . h e crossed t he huang I-i~ Ja~XNNXR and entering Shansi attempted to 
engage the Japanese directly. 0ur army fought for 3 Ll ODths in Shansi 2 \Ton 
certain victories. The masse s every1,1here enthusiastic~Jlly welcorited us & 
many joined the 11ed ... r rn~r . In order to oust ruc t us Chiar..g Kai-shek E1obilizer 
more tta~ 10 divisicns ;s. us a erected extensive for tificatio~s . \ie were 

f ' t ',•iTl. t 1r:_u; ·r~:.··.\•i -t·o ·ri• ~ r,:: 5--; c_r ~clobot D8"\'J ri1easu.res for briging about the o r c e c o ,_ _ - v 1- ,:;_ - - '--' _,_ ·~ c.. ~ 
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move~ent for national liberation. 
Now the C. P. has ar.r:ounced na2 .. y r:i,e-,.,1 policies in an effort to u11i te 

the p e ople in their struggle vs. Japanese i~per~alism. We stand wholeheart 
edly behind these policies & believe ttat if they are properly & cor:1-
pletely realized we will lfi~ the sup~ort of □aLy peo)les . If the Chi~ese 
people 2..re united in tt.e i.:.."' c .::.."'f ort s ther: the 1~2. t ional 1 i bera t ior. as 1:1ell 
as soci ~l li~eration of Ctina will be assured . The Fourth Corns, under the 
leade~stip of Ctu Teh & Chiang,· & the 2n6 Corps, unaer ho Lung~& Jen Pi -st.i1 
are advancing to north China to concentrate their f~rces & co~bine witt. us. 
~hen this concer:tration h~s been realized we will ha ve a much greater 
force to begin the struggle vs. Japan. _ The victory of the anti-Japanese 
national salvatior1 war is not distant but near. (End of crossed out pa.rt.: 

1ow we are denJeavoring to for~ a united front, against Japanese 
i . .1perialisrn with other parties, groups, professior:alcircles, and armies . 
ln order to fight Japan ar.d forci a thorough democratic syste~ in China. 
This will be by ojbect and v:ork that of the Party & the R.A. hereafter. 

The Long March i!rr Mao Tse-tung Oct. 11th 

The long march ·wa_s uncl.e,£_!.taken to change the conditions of the 
Red Ar~y u the Soviet movement , to create a new basis for its operations, 
<X dir •.jc tion taken wo.s tot/ard. the point of future Ja~Janese aggression. 
Con6itlor.s in Kiangsi were ~ot favora ble for co~tinued stay ttere. It 
\·12:. s a big strategical 1uove &. t: _ere were bound to 1Je :J2.r:r ciifficulties thcS.t 
coulu ~a t be fores e er. 

i 'te Long i1~arch (Ch'ang Cher.g) 'vJas led b tl·,e C. P . Cent~"'al 
Committee~ it had tte s ~;port of the 3ed Army ~= the people of the Soviet 
Distric ·cs . 'I'he stor:r can be d,ivideci into six s0ages: 1) From Kiar:.gsi 
to hsiang Kiang 2) Fro-rn Esiang Kiang to9fs'un Yi, in KHeicho\1 3) ?ror.1 
Sun Yi (Tsur:. Yi) to the border of Yunnan, and the return to lsun Yi· 
4) Fro:11 T S'-.J.T:__,,l'i to Chir: Shia~iang over Szechuan Yunnar:. borcier; 5) Fron 
Cin S~ia di~to l··l2~ 1>.£Jh:2.i 6) From Lao Et h Kai to Shensi. 

7he 1°p ,· 1•, ;::irr>'r Ct'Y~T0Y'>CQi --,ore +-1- 78D 'JQ (')".c, 7 i - 1 U- - cJ •c. '-' J..J. ~ v ~ .1 •~ . .. _ ~ v _ ~c _ a _ , '-.J , / -'- _ • / 

L8aving Ta Tu or:. cct . 16, 1934, e.r~d er.de::. iri Gctcber 20, 1935 at 
'Ip; u C r.:. i C t ' er: . , ,, ' F • ' . . . . . r,,-r • 1 9.., L , , o ,._' .J..C.e irs-c periou er:c.:.ec:. in eaI\.1,Q/ _)ece:·_:1:;er .5 ~, wner. ':.Je re2.cn -a u ·. e 
Up~Jer l-i,si:'- nc; i'~i.ang 1'tiver , in Chuang I-lsier.. City E.no. el:'.terec. tte ?1otor t.igr.\·1a:­
there cL tl":.e bCJl.,-ie.:.., of ::i2.I:Gsi 2c hunar:. . Frcu .0ec . 1 to ~r·n S, -..-re marcb.eci -;:; c: 
fs ~h Yi, on the cleco~a ~ta~e. The fhirti Stage lasted fros tte 9th of Jan. 
, , 2 '.... l .A , . .J._ .J.. ~ r • h ,.., .J.. • • , <...: , -co 1•1arc.c. o, w:er: .n 1118.rcn.ea 1..,0 v-1es0 i\.iJeic _o\-.r cc e.::0erecL s01;_-c : ern uzec;.-u:0.ri, 
ther. turned south to1.,rn.rd Yunnan cc finally bac t agair. to Tsun Yi. Fro~ 
i'1ia1°ch 28th to 1•1 a~r 10th the i:t .A. crosseu Chii-_ Sl1ia Ctiar16 to Eui Li. The 
Fiftt Stage w:::.. s c ,:::,:l1pleted on July 20th \",-hen He react,:~ d Lao Et ~1 E.ai , i:n 

" 1 -i 1 • t 1 7 l • ,-._: 1 

' ~zecnu&n. Lee six c was comp_e-ceu in ~censi. 
j , -, • • - ,. • .l- 1 -, .(.'..; - - - ,.., • e .J.. l - ~ ..; r• e y-,,:::., • ~ -i ) ~ 0 ·o O Cl n ('J' r l,-, e -• 2, 1 f e . ., e + 1,...., e .L.)Ull11t vDt: .1.1..rs ,.., S~o. s L,L8 .lc1 • .LJ .1. .. ~: ,u. ,·..,S ~ .:.:,_ l b vd H .n. v·. l vL. 

Liang lCu2.ng s.rrnies . Chiarg j{ai-s t.ek & tl:e Liani;-1Cu2.nc; troops 1.1er •.:; r.o ~ a. t 
fi.2st p ~· e 1)::-~reu . Our first bi~ cau 9s.ir:;n 1:i2_s C:iii-• :=;ct;ed vs. the Sout · west • 
... ~each u 1•an~{:sio.ng, on the ore.er of i·~uangtung , afte~ several successful 
battles. The secoL6 c2. :np2igr. fougl'~t at :(ueitung, Jen hua , or. the borci.er 
of l\.Uf.Lcung, 1Ciar:gsi cc Hunan . Our 10&.in ener.iy the.re •Je r e the l'j_unan troo9s. 
Lir: Ut.r , .u· .::c_ St2.1., i~.!an;:; l-::.:a., :::ung 1·1i:cg, ~9.o Cho tJ. c-: (Kuang Yuc.ng (.,( Ct'uan 
Ch ) • T • - · •• • , • • t 1 n ' 1 ') " . • l.J. ou in nun •., n u:: .J.c.U, r. 6 s i 00..'.'."uers, \.Jere ne scene o.::. -cce _):cu Cri..upaign. ere 
tte i-t __ ;:;. . f ·: ceu the 1\.U.? .. r:gtU1~g troo 1)S ( fol2.o 'I.-Iirrg the R .A.), .:t.N Eunanese a 
hc1r.i:~ir.g troops in tLle ~,o _!.'t:h, E1.no Li Tsung-jen c..:: p2.i ~ hur-,·- ~-_si in the south. 
t:ruic~u:sixYunnan::(&=cfi:na:l;;lJ~ :. b u.C~C :aJ;~ti1:c:to:'.:'.1'..,s~(J:::-::Y.t-::x:z~cton:: ,.:' ,(n.c ·r -:~ 8~.n= :J~{:5 : ~~~ ~-:4:}t ~.1. 

ll~X:MXX~Xn1>:$~U:C::E l::t:1:x}:0-:;::;.;;rxf.; rrt~i:r:~~ ~:t{5. ,- hv_,i:c.t t=:.~ ~ZT]iB~·:}fif:t.r~:~ -~ ·~·~{e:c-~a s :;.:c:-&N~1~~~G 
Mnx;Iu:ln:{20 ti1x)Z.l'~.er1.~:,.n§x1u"§acJ:::=:::&:~:(aox~nl1=~K:a-ifX~iiX33"Bchu~·n-r~: 
Hore than 1 O bi1.ttles were fought i.n this c2.t1pc:1ign c.'::. \je succeedec. a::;air: in 
b • tl t 1 • 1v 11· 1_-.i 2 C: . In tr~e first tr.;.ree ca1 ·1_ 18. iocrlls ener:iy troops r e a _. 1 r. g :.r u 1 i e 1 r e r. e .. .1 _ _ 
':Jere h;.: stilv rnobiliz c-::: cl in :ICuangsi & mare than 3c· regirn,::,nts of Chic1ns ' s 

• ., t ' 1,. t ' r- i:.:·, D ::i 11 C ,..__ i;? n bcr rn Obi 1 i zed r.l Or e t 118. n t r o o :J s 1.1 e r e ct i 3 ) a t c h ~ cl • o -c J. l e s o t l • .c 1 o ...: L. ..:i. c.. • 1 ~, .. 
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100 re~imeDLS chasi~g us . 
Chiang Kai-shek mobilized his troops to operate through Kian 

(in Kiangsi) and thence to Chengchou & Chuangchow ±~ tn Hunan. 
By this time our feet were weary, but no wearier than Chiang 

Kai-shek's troops.~ 
lhe Kua~ngtroops after a few weeks gave up pursuit of us, but 

Kweichow troops were added on our front. We fought over 10 battles before 
occupying Tsun Yi. Mao walked most of the way; when he was ill Dode in 
chair or on horseback. 

In the third period we wanted to go directly across the Yangtze 
into Szechuan, but lin Hsiang had already taken up strong positions along th~ 
Yangtze. In Yunnan troops had also been mobilized. Kuangsi troops had 
dropped off & Hunan troops had dropped off in Easter Kweichow, but Chiang's 
sore-footed troops continued the march, losing about 1/2 their number in 
battles & by desertions. Our main enemies were Kweicho~, Szechuan & Q 
Yunnan troo~s. When we reached Shasi~ in Wei Hsien, the conditions ~ 
were not favorable to cross the Yangtze, (in extreme n.e. corner of 
Yunnan) so we returned to Tsun Yi and recaptured it. Chiang's troops 
h~d been reinforced there, but we defeated them & the Kweichow troops 
with them. We crossed and recrossed the Chu Shui Ho (Red River) in 
this maneuver. Wang Chia-lieh, civil & military g0verner of Kweichow 
had one airplane & used it against us, together with Chiang's planes & 

(:'\Kfangsi's. There planes b@mbed & observed our movemmnts. 
~- In the Fourth Period, from Kweichow to Szechuan, our enemy was 

' 

Chiang Kai-shek & Szechuan, Kweichow & Yunnan l0cal troops. It was the 
most complex & violent period & most difficult & our ziggzag path was cut 
out bf more }han 10 battles. On our first attempt to cross the Yanztse 
we failed. ,hen we wanted to go through Yunnan to the Upper Yanftsi~ 
and cross into western Szechuan. ~ ~\.:!..) 

From Tsun Mi we went across the Chu l?'Shui for the third time. 
Chiang Kai-shek and Szechuan troops were mobilized in Szechuan to oppose 
the R.A. which they expected to cross the Yangtze. But R.A. turned quickly 
toward Tsun Yi and CKS mobilized troops there to defend the city. But 
again R.A. turned to the south directly toward Kweichow's capital, 

~yang and came within 20 li of it. CKS was then in Kweiyang & was 
very worried. He ordered his troops to move 150 li per day to pursue us. 
CKS ordered his troops to move parallel with us in the march through 
Yunnan. R.~. crossed within 30 li of Yunnanfu. Despite being surrounded 
& pursued by overwhelming numbers, the R.A. maneuvered throug h this 
difficult position by false starts to deceive enemy, and sudden reversals 
and turns in unexpected directions. In these experiences the enemy 
discovered that in order to destroy R.A. & halt its march it must make 
successful flank attacks. The R.A. could not be stopped by encirclement, • 

• pursuit or air bombardment, therefore the enemy hurriedly threw up defenses 
in our route of march, & attempted to halt us by 1)occupying points on 
our line of march & obstructing us, and 2) attempting flank attacks. 
Yunnan troops &CKS troops followed R.A. in parallel lines, attempting to 
outdistance them to strategic oin s, but failed to do so. They ordered 
all boa ts burned on the Ch" • an but RA crossed at Chia Ping Tu. 

The Fifth Stage, beginning after crossi g 
failed to capture Huili, and went on th Ta Liang Mts and then across 
the Ta Tu Ho. Then throngh Chung nai (?) range, to border of Kansu & 
Szechuan, at Mao Erh Kai. RA's enemies at this time were Szechuan & 
Nanking troops. Yunnan & Kweichow troops had given up the pursuit, & 
Szechuan troops were trying to obstruct us while Nanking troops were 
pursuing us. 
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In this period the difficulties of RA were very great. We were 
among people whose language we could not speak & who oppesed us. We 
were in extremely hard country for travel. 

In the Sixth Period our main enemy troops were Chang Hsueh-liang's 
Tungpei Army, Hu Tsung-nan's Nanking troops, & the local troops of Shensi's 
Kansu. This was the most difficult & dangerous period. CKA troops tried 
to obstruct us on the Kansu-Szechuan border at Pao Chou & from there 
we went northward, out of Man Tze district, into Kansu. In the whole 
period in Szechuan we went along ~he ManTzu district, through high 
mountains, through the Grasslands, and in country where there were no 
houses & no people. From Mao Erh Kai to Pao Chou & Pao Chou to La Tza ~ 1 
Kou, from La Tzu Kou to Wei Shui, from Wei Shui to the Lanchow-$ian 7 S 
Highway & from there to Wu Chi Chen, the RA (1st Army Corps) finally ~ 
ended its long march in Shenpe,, J:Jghting numerous skirmishes & a few 
major battles on the way. '-\L) 

The fourth & fifth periods, in Mao's opinion, were the most 
interesting. In the Yu Period, when enemy operationswere under direct 
command of CKS, RA was also most active. The great rivers, the snow 
mts. the Tibetan people, the tribes people, the grasslands, were all 
interesting experiences. • 

When the RA left Kiangsi & broke through the Kuang-tung troops 
blockade he was very worried & began to mobilize all his forces vs. us. 
We made a compromise with him, that his troops would not obstruct -the RA 
& that we would not occupy Nan Hsiung. CKS cursed Chen Chi-tang for this, 
for "letting free the tiger from the mts. 11 Chen replied that he had the 
whole country's army at his disposal & could not stop the RA, how could 
Kuantung's troops do so? He satisfied himself with sending troops after 
us, but did not really take any strong offensive vs. us. This agreement 
was made through captured Kuantung officers, who wer& released & returned 
to Chen Chi-tang with this message. He gave his reply in a similar 
manner. (?). 

When leaving Kiangsi the RA travelled at night only & no torches 
could be used. In Mao's column torches were prohibited & many people 
fell off their horses. Other columns lighted torches, however & the sight 
was very beautiful - a long dragon winding through the mountains. Mao ,,,,,,,..­
remembers this sight especial l y on the border of Kiangsi, Hunan, at a 
Jen Ch g (formerly kalled Kweiyang.) 

lA. On ~h~ Kwangsi-Hunan border Li Tsung-jen & Pai Chung-hsi adopted 
the po icy of lending us a road, for they feared if we had no entry to 
Hunan we would flow into Kuangsi. Chiang wanted them to build a wall of 
men on the northwest bank of the Hsiang Kiang River & halt us, but Li & 
Pai did___ not do s~fearing that the RA might be forced to move southward 
into Kia.ngsi. ~ 

When not in contact with R.A. CKS's troops seemed to be very 
courageous. They marched quickly & kept up with our long difficult marches. 

-ntiijf But when they came near us they were extremely careful. They had 
been used to fighting with fortifications behind them, now they had none. 
In the long march four methods were used by CKS; frontal attack, flank 
attack, encirclement and obstruction. We overcame him by using tactics 
opposite to us. When we wanted to go to south Kweichow we made a feint to 
the west, when we wanted to enter Szechuan, we went to Yunnan. In this ~ 
was we exhausted & tantalized Chiang's army, and in the battles that 
occurred won victory. 

The Yunnan-Kweichow period was militarily most interesting and 
critical. It was also a critical period for CKS. He led a strenuous life 
then, flying from Chungking to Kweiyang when we were operating there & to 
Kun Ming when we moved there. Chiang especially struggled to stpp us at 
the H. Chin Hsia Chiang. He telegraphed to Lung Yan, to Lui Hsiang, to 
his own generals, "The fate of the party & the nation depends on this." 
Hsi Y u was in command of CKS' s troops at this ti 'Tie. They were very 
weary & wanted a rest. Chiang replied "Atleast you must fight one 
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successful battle before earning a rest." The initiative rested always 
with the Red Army & by skillful use of it RA kept Chiang's troops always 
chasing, never permitted them to take up a position, fortify it & block 
the various possible routes of advance. 

During the Long Pursuit CKS did not win a single important 
victory against the Red Army. This annoyed him very much, especially in 
Szechuan, where the Szechuan troops were laughtng at Chiang's.men because 
they had not won any battles. In Szechuan he reminded Yang Stn that Shu 
Ton Kai (of Paiping) had been wiped out at Ta Tu Ho. The RA met an old 
man who had witnessed the battle of Ta Tu Ho & he explained that Sha Ton 
Kai was eleminated because he had stopped there for 3 days to celebrate 
the birth of a "prince", his eon; Had he not done so he wouldn't have been 
defeated, for the Ch'ing troops were thus given time to mobilize & attack 
him from both banks of the river. CKS ordered Yang Sin to repeat the 
victory of the Manchus, but Yang's troops on contrary were badly defeated 
by Reds. Chiang's troops however, did not win absolutely nothing. They 
got the straw sandals left on the road by the RA, and RA had a song then 
with a last line saying, "We give you our sandals south of the Chin ia ~ 

Oi ang . " ~~ 
More than 20 regiments of Chiang's troops were waiting for the 

Reds in the Man Tzu Grasslands, but RA broke through them, destroying ~ 
three regiments. In the pursuit of RA through this country about 1/3 of 
Chiang's troops were lost because of freezing, starving, or exposure. 
Thus the capacity of endurance of Chiang's troops was shown to be not 
very high. 

"So we can say that the Long March is a kind of Manifesto. 
He hi~self commanded the resistance & the campaign vs. us. & used every 
means of modern military technique & all the engenuity he & his staff 
(including foreign advisors - s.s.) possessed, but he failed to destroy 
us. This proves his inadequacy & the incapability of the whole militarist 
organization to eliminate the RA., even under the worst conditions for us. 
The last chapter of this manifesto was written in Shansi campaign. Chiang 
had already announced that the RA was destroyed, was no longer capable of 
offeBsives, yet when we went into Shansi we moved in steadily & Chiang 
was obliged to send 10 divisions against us. If the RA is dead, why did 
Chiang send 10 divisions vs. us? This is the final demonstration of 
Chiang's failure to stpp or eliminate us and proves with finalily the 
final success of our Long March to the north. 

Propaganda value of the Long March very great. Formerly many 
peasants in Szechuan, Yunnan, Kweichow did not know what the RA was, or 
what it stood for. Today they know, they have seen it & heard & read of 
its program & no amount of anti-Red propaganda can deceive them. The seeds 
of future mass action have been sown by the RA on its route of 20,000 li 
& a xharvest will one day be reaped as a Eesult of it. 

It is quite true, as some writers have pointed out, that in 
pursuing the RA through Kweichow, Yunnan & Szechuan CKS increased his 

. power all through there. 
Li Pei wrote a poem about this district in west Szechuan & passin~ 

through the mts, saying that "The mountains rise up right in front of 
one's face, and "the clouds rise from the horse's head," Mao remembered 
this poem & felt like Li Pei. Another range of mts. passed was the 
Lu Shan Kuan, often described as a very terrible place. In reality not L,h 
so bad. RA fought & won two battles there. Wu Meng Mts are anothe 
range on the Kweichow-Yunnan border. Between Ta Tu Ho & Chin Shia iang 
there is a range described by geographers as very high. Actually its 
flat country. The Sixth Range passed was the Ta Hsueh (Great Snow) on 
the west banks of the Ta Tu Ho, & after crossing the Liu Ting Chiao they 
crossed a mt.. called the Ta Hsueh Shan & looked afar to the great ranges 
of snow mts. Ch'ang Ch'ien tells in t Lis "Western Travels! of crossing 
the mt which is an amusing fairy tale. The last mountain ranged covered 
was the Min Kiang. Before reaching Mindiiiang RA took Hua Lun P'ing Mt • . 
from Lui Wen-hui. Trail was very narrow; one squa~d could have held 
the pass. The 2nd mt. was Pao Tung Kang Shan & it was peculiar, had no 
road nobody had passed over for 20 years. We had to make our own 1-/' 

road: by cutting down bamboe and the mud was waist deep. There was not 



a dry spot on the mt. & about 2/3 of animals of one corps had to be left 
behind; many fell down the side or were left in the mts. The third mt. 
Chi& Chin Shan of the Chung Nai (Lai?) range was the highest we had 
passed. People told us we had to breathe & move slowly for density very 
light. Were told must cross before 3 p.m. or we would run into ice & 
snow. This advice was correct & we saw, for the first time, many dead of 
our own people on the rd. Many died on the mts, resistance lessened. 
After crossing this mt. we met the 4th Army Corps, from which we .had been · 
separated when 9th Corps had gone into Northwest Szechuan. The ~ifth mt. 
of the same range was called "Meng Pi", the "Dream Pen" mt. & man':;..t.....,:d~· -......--; 
in crossing that also. Another mt. near Mao Erh Kai called Ta K (Big Drum) 
was beautiful to see, with many "white dragons" - snow on the mountainside L--­

cut by dark rivers. The central range of the Kuen Lun, the divide between 
the Huang Ho & Chin ..S~ia Chiang, the range called Ming Chu, was next passed. 
Its very long & spread to south Shansi Honan & western Kwangsu. We crossed 
the headwaters of the Minatrl.ang, a big river in Szechuan. We controlled 
the waters & the ranges of all Chinal The Eighth Range CD0ssed was in 
southern Kansu near Mien Hsien. The 9th Range was Lo P'an Shan, and here 
we met & defeated the cavalry of Chang Hsueh-liang, 7th Division. There 
were two platoons, white & black horse. The white horse commander rushed 
out when Reds encircled them & escaped, but black horse wavered & we cap­
tured many of them. Last one was Chiao Shan, in northern Shens· on border 
of Kansu. Difficult to get water - even none or cookin ~ 

Rivers crossed: Kan Chiang, Hsiang iang, Wu Chiang u Shui 
Eai Fang Chiang, Pu Tu, Chin Sftia(Kiang, Ta Tu Ho, Shao Chin Bsiang, 

iang, Wei Ho, Pai Ulng Chiang (White Dragon River). 
In crossing the Wu Chiang, though not wide, the current is very swift. 
as passed in Kweichow & it empties into the Yangtze.) Enemy troops 

were on the opposite bank & RA men swam across, covered by RA fire. They 
cons t ricted two bamboo bridges & by these the RA got over the Wu Kiang. 

In crossing the Ch~tui Ho (Red Water River) the Red Army was 
told that it was a most dangerous journey, with only one iron chain bridge 
available for crossing. Red built boats & crossed. 

The Pu Tu is also crossed by a chain bridge. This was captured 
by RA when they crossed, the enemy having failed to destroy it. 

The most difficult crossing was the Chin Hsia Chiang which was 
deep, fast & wide. We had no adequate maps of it & we knew little about 
it. The White Army had attempted to destroy all the ships. So we sent 
several detachments toward Yunnanfu, to occupy cities around it. This 
decoyed the enemy. They feared we were going to Yunnanfu & sent troops 
there & to Tali. They feared we wouldn't cross Kin Hsia Chiang. Lu Pei­
chen, chief of staff, led one regiment, went 150 li per day & reached 
Chin Hsia Kiang just in time. He captured Chia Ping~ Tu. Ships had 
already been ordered burned. Lolos there had not yet carried out order. 
When we arrived the tu-su (Lolo chief) fled & we captured his treasurer. 
All ships were drawn up on the other side. At night we made the tu-ssu's 
_cashier call for ships, and thus RA got possession of 4 of them. We went 
several leads of troops to ot ber side & found Lung Yun's troops playing 
mah-jong. Their rifles were hanging on the wall & they were all captured 
without firing a shot. In these 4 ships the whole army crossed, under 
"Fleet Commander" Chen Yung. He was a skillful "admiral", treated the 
boatmen well & we all got over safelyl This crossing is extremely difficult, 
and ttere is a 7 li drop to the river bank on the mt on the south & 3 li 
on the north. It is about 300 meters wide. Very deep, natives said when 
you dropped in nobody knew when you would come up. Air is very bad - 1.-, 
stifling air. When we crossed the r i ver we destroyed all the ships. 
Enemy could not cross, had to march 800 li to Chia Chou & cross there. 
This gave the RA a much needed rest. This year we read in the papers that 
there was an earth quake there, & Chin i~ia iang was broken· Perhaps 
natives will have a legend that the RA was res l e. Ch 
The Ta Tu Ho: The enemy was guarding both sides of the river. Liu Pei-cheh 
was commanding one regiment & this regiment reacb.ed An Jen Ch'ang, the 
exact spot whereShu Tu K'ai (Taiping) was eliminated. Yang Sin's troops 



,i. 
(one battalion) were on the opposite bank. He is a native of An Jen Ch'ang 
and had returned with one ship to visit his wife there. We attacked suddenly 
and captured his ship. Under cover of fire we sent 12 men to south side 
of river, & these 12 men captured the enemy's position. Now boats were 
secured & one detachment was landed on opposite bank. Crossing very 
difficult, current swift, takes one hour for one ship to cross. Time was 
important, main force passed on to Lu Ting Chiao. Enemy at Lu Tiang 
Chiao already prepared to meet R.A. Brodge here very costly. 18 provinces 
had built it. Enemy had already taken up boards. One man climbed along 
the iron chains & led several others to attack enemy's position, throwing 
hand grenades at them. A special· decree was issued to honor this man & 
the 12 of An Jen Ching. (Liu P(l-chenqwas formerly a white army commander, 
from Szechuan, was very famous for his-1bravery, pained RA. Now with 4th 
Corps. 

Relations of R.A. to people on the way: Reports from the south 
say that people s ~c id the RA, in its passing was not a "dreadful thing'J what 
the people feared were the anti-red forces. The people had to worry about 
their children & wives when the White soldiers passed, but Reds did not 
bother either. When we reached northeastern Kweichow, in a place called 
Nu Ch'ang (Ox Market) some people came to see us & asked whether we had L,...,,' 
brought Mr. Soviet with us, they wanted to talk to him about saving China. 
(The R.A. had posted bills declaring that "only Soviet can save China." 
and they did not understand.) 

(In 1~30 Lu Hsing Pong, Fukien militari.~t, posted a bill offering 
a reward "for the capture & arrest of Soviet." 1 his fellow had been doing 
a~~ damage everywhere, Lu announced & he wanted to capture hi:Ii.) 

~ National minorities, like the Miaos, Yao, Lolos, etc, on the 
Ka tLng-KWangsi border, treated us very well. Two years before Pai 
Chung-hsi had been at war with them & they hated him. We gave them money 
& arms, & t-reated ti}.em well, & they liked the R.A. Many of them joined us. 
Several years before there was a Yao who reguarded himself as emperor, & 
many people worshipped him. Because of this, Pai Chung-hsu forgot the Yao. 
When we reached the district this fellow sent representatives to us, 
we received them well, gave them rifles & helped them. (Emperor's slogan 
"Up with Yao, Down with Hanl") The Yao district, near Chuangchou (Chan 
Chou?) there is much fruit, mamyJ tasty oranges & RA ate them by hundreds. 
One command proposed that as soon as Sov. Gov. established all over the 
country, the first decree must be to cultivate the Chuanchou orange 
everywhere in China. Till now we have not yet passed the decree. 

On the Miao Ling Range in Kweichow there are more than 1,000,000 
Miao living. They treated us well. Under the policy of national minorities 
we we did not confiscate the landlord yao, only the Hano They liked us & 
made no opposition. They wear skirts and have a high headdress. In 
Tsun Yi we stayed for several days, called mass meetings & Mao & Chou 
spoke. There were many students in attendance, besides the peasants. t 
Many XfiliXXIl Tsur Yi people wear white turbans. Why? In ~XJGiaXXXXXX 
_t~e San Kuo Liu Pei was defeated by Sun Chuan & died in Szechuan. After 
hi~ death people mourned for him & maney still wear the white turban. Chiang 
Kai-s~ek has ordered this prohibited, because contrary to China custom 
of white !or_funerals, & as part of New Life Movement he prohibited it. 
Actually it increases their beauty. Many people in K~qw (?) 
Szechuan & Yunan still wear white turbans.) ~ ' 

. . TUJr~ are three.peculiarities in these provinces: widespread ~ 
opium in Ke¥eichow, ham in Yunan, and rice mash in Szechuan. Rice 
mash iB del~cious, but 18 year~-old women go trouserless, too poor to buy 
them. If Hitler wants to prohibit nudism, in China he would have to furnish 
them with trousers. 

Relations of R.A. to people on the way~ Reports from the south 
say that people said the R.A., in ts passing was not a "drea ful thing u 
what t~e people feared~ere the ant -Red forces. he people ad to wor;y 
about t '.beir ~hildren & ~ ves when th White Soldier passed, b t Reds did 
not both'e~ either. When ~e reached no theastern Kwe1 how, in a lace called 
Nu Ch'ang (Ox Market) some people came to see us & aske whether we had 
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Concerning the opium in Kweichow, the poppy fields, red, lavendar 
& other colors, are very beautiful to see. In Kweichow there is a Ta Ti­
fang, and a Pai-Teng, "Rotten Stool", and an ancient scholar wrote a 
couplet about them which goes like this . . 

nGreat Place (has no great place)there is none. 
"Rotten Sto ~_; l (has a rotten stool) there is. 

This couplet is written on the doors every where & represents x~mxmwocx 
economic geographical features of the country. ID is all mountainous, 
with no plains, even difficult to find a spot big enough for an airport. 
Very poor; every house has sotten stools, another cou,let. 

"In Heaven there is not a dry spot 
"On earth not 3 feet of level land." 

also tells of character of the country. 
CKS can do nothing ~bout the mts., but he can change the rotten 

stool, therefore must be responsible for it. 
Yunnan ham is excellent, "probably best in world." People say 

this is because of the wind, which is peculiarly favorable for drying 
hams. We promise hams to those who join the Soviet United Front. 

Once we confiscated 3,000 hams from one landlord, and there were 
enough for everyone in the column to have one ham. There were far too ~ 
many. We gave away hams to the people - 6 or 7 catties each. This is an 
unique event in history of Chinese hams. 

• The people of Yunnan, Kweichow, Szechuan are extremely poor. 
Their life is much bitterer than in the southeast. They sympathized with 
the aims of the Red Army & mangy of them joined our ranks. We distributed 
confiscated goods among the people, especial l y national minorities, 
w~er ever we went. r-{o) 

The Man-tzu are divided into two groups; the 1b1o; I*jin, live in 
Y nan & S.W. Szechuan; the rest, to the north of Seechuan are Tibetan in 
origin. (?) Lilos treated us very well. At one place, Mien Ning, in S.E. 
Szechuan between Chin &ia Chiang & Ta Tu Ho, Lui PO.-chel23became a blood 
brother of a Lolo chief, by going through chicken ceremony, already des~ 
cribed. Lui is 44 years old. His knowledge of Szechuan proved valuable. 

The Lolos were very strong, climb mountains very swiftly, and 
whenever Chinese troops go through they defeat them. When we occupied 
Mien Ning the mayor & the many landlords & merchans fled into the Lolo 
district. The Lolos killed the mayor & took the women's clothes away & 
sent them back. We passed many of them on the road, wearing straw skirts 
& covering their breasts with their hands. After our agreement with the 
Lolos we had very good relations with them, & found them quite kind & 
likeable peo ple. Some of them joined our army. Six Lolos are now in our 
party school. 

Our worst relations were with the Tibetan tribes in western Szechua 
We had to have relations with them, we had to get food from them, but we 
could not speak their langu~e. In one place, Hei Shui Ho (Black Water 
River) which flows into MinC.liiang, we had great difficulty. This district 
never conquered by China, has a queen of its own . . When we arrived they 
all disappeared from the road & villages. 100 yoits from the road it was 
dangerour travelling; they had in ambush with knives, rifles & spears. 
We had to raid the fields, could not buy food, for this they hated us. 

~~~ • They dropped stones on us from heights & often killed men. A great stone 
dropped on a man a few feet from Mao & he was killed. When we cut harvests 
we decided that l a ter on we would pay - have not yet pac.Qid This is our 
foreign pblicationl L 

In the .snow mountains, the Tsaoti & the Man-tu, all three con­
ditions united to oppose us. But there was one good thing & that was 
ch'ing k'o - Tibetan green wheat. It was not bad to eat, not as good as 
wheat or rice, but still it tasted good to us. We distributed much of it 
among our troops & everyone ground or xxnoc cooked his own. Many white 
moustaches were ~een among the RA. Fish were pilientiful, and they were 

good eating. Big turnips were also plen~i!~~n&sei~r:~~f;pegn~u;~~i~e;ef~om 
15 men. Beets also tasted good. On sue ' g . So the Man-tzu 
the Man Tzu for the 15 days trip across the Tsao Ti. 
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fared pretty badly k]I at Red hands in west Szechuan & no doubt many went 
hungry for two winters 1935 & 1936 when the two RA passed through. 

Horses were extremely important to us; housing, clothing, 
provisions, & riding (communication) were all accomplished by their help. 
Especially important to the women, about 30 who came all the way. Only 
one bound foot, Lo Ping-hui 1 s wife. Rest mostly walked but used mule 
whenever tired. The women developed a theory that mule was more precixous 
than husband; depended on them for the "Four Constructive Principles" of 
Sun Yat-sen. 

Our greatest losses in· Man Tzu resulted from the struggle with 
nature. Comparatively smaller was the struggle with the Man-tzu. No 
adequate shelter, no proper clothing, through rain & snow, no proper 
food, etc. acct for many deaths. 

The Grasslands: We had been warned to prepare for this trip. 
We passed through an Aug. 18th, & on the sixth day reached Pai Yu, 
where we saw the first house, built from ox dung, which was used as a 
stable for their animals. It seemed a palace to us & many did not want 
to leave it, and several did not. No trees in the Grasslands. We had to 
sleep under shrubs, tied tops together & slept under them, but no protec­
tion vs. rain. Very cold at night. Drank cold water; no wood for fires. 
At first we could not pass through, did not know the road. Later captured 
a man who had been over & he led us through. The road, when we found it, 
was very wide, created by tribesmen who travel between Szechuan & Kansu. 
Many died in the grass lands. Very cold. Altogether not so dreadful as 
we supposed. Besides waterways, landways, & airways, we discovered our 
route of travel & that is Tou-f'u - bead curd road. That was the Grass­
lands. Not only we but also the 2nd & Fourth Corps passed the grasslands, 
but afterward they remained in Sikong. The 7th & 2nd Corps have now 
crowed the Grassland three times. 

So ±Elf nature combined with CKS was unable to stop the RA & it 
completed its long march to the Northwest still intact. 

Now the Three Army Corps are concentrated in the Northwest. They 
all went through the Long March & they are hardened for the anti-Japanese 
times ahead. In the L.M. we lost numerically in the R.A., but we preserved 
the fundamental fighting strength of R.A., & the fundamental cadres. 
Men lost on the march are seeds dropped along the way & a harvest will be 
drawn from them. The L.M. spread seeds through 10 provinces & when spring 

they will grow & florish to flower in fevoltuion. 
Ch The last difficulty of the march was at La Tsu k'ou, on the 

Upper part o a1 ung iang, on botder of Szechuan & Kansu. The crossing 
to the river was covered by a narrow pass. Enemy held bothsides of rock 
mts., & heavily fortified & machine-gunned. Mao & Lin Piao didn't sleep 
for a whole night. 2nd Division ordered to take the enemy positions. Had 
to climb up sheer perpendicular rock to a higher position & from there 
throw grenades on enemy position, guarding the bridges They withdrew. 
Reds jumped down from their rock (many killed in the jump) & occupeid 
the position. It was after crossing this bridge into Kansu that Reds 
saw first Lao Pai Hsung since entering Man Tzu country. Would have 
welcomed even a landlord by then, if he was Chinese, hadn't seen our 
people for so long. 

Cavalry: We'd been told how fierce & terrible were the cavalry 
of the Mas, how invincible. But we had to fight with cavalry, otherwise 
we'd have to return to Kwanzsi. Chiang concentrated 6 divisions of cavalry 
to obstruct us. Along the way we prepared special drill for the cavalry. 
We had 3 battles with them & each was a victory. Not only they didn't 
capture us, we captured them & rode into the N.W. on their horses. There 
Dd formed the nucleus of present Red cavalry. 

The long march successful first because of strong leadership of 
C.P. & Rev Gov., 2nd because of the strong cadres, the skeleton of the 
ar~! __ 3rd because of the courage & bravery of R.A. men, 4th, the sympathy 
& n-1(::P of the people. Thus we came to N.W. with fundamental fighting 
capacity of R.A. mnbroken & also our R.A. mixed valuable experience & 



jn,..,;~ in lohg march. Of course many argwnents & differences o~ . 
opinionn mare~, concerning direction & method of march, etc, but 3ajority 
of cadres supported the march. Against the many opinions we struggled 
successfully & because of that we overcame many opinons & reached final 
goal. 

The Long March is the chinese 0 Iron Road" (book by Sera ____ ) 
It expresses the Iron will of the Chinese nation, especially the will of 
the masseiof Chinese people. The R.A. reveals the long march reveals the 
unheard h~oism of the Chinese ~istory. Of course there are also cowards 
didn't want to resist foreign invasion, subjugation. If in the Chinese 
nation there were two such sides, two opposite sides, then we must point 
out that the R.A. represents the good, the he:,ro\C. side of Chinese nation. 
The cowards are the worst of the Chines~ nation. Sooner or later these 
cowards must be thrown off by the ______ . We can not hnDleall the 
heroes of the R.A. but they were innumerable. One is name 
the man who carried the gun boxes about 40 lbs. each, all the way; now in 
Red Academy. Another carried the sedan chair of Mao all the way, without 
change. Now working for government,.copies newsprints. 

Include statistics on First Army Corps here: 

"Someone in the R.A. '} (_wrote this peim, epitomizing· the 
Long March.) 

"The R.A. did not fear the difficulties of the Long March 
11They looked upon thousands of rots, & 10,000 rivers as nothing 
"The Wu Ling Range rises & towers like waves 
"The Wu Meng Range stretches like bills (small mud pellets or pies 
"Chin Hsia Kiang' s warm waves lent the rocks warmth 
"On Ta Tu Ho the Bridge spans with cold iron chans 

·"More delightful were the 1,000 li of snow on Min Shan 
11After this mt. passed, all smile. 

Poem written in Chinese 

Maps of battles 

Beginn$at the front of book 14 Interview with Lin P 

Lin pe(~hud.comm of France. Interview, July 20, 1936. 
First we must make clear two things. Our economic policy has 

been modified at present, due to the immediate needs of the people and the 
demands of the political situation. Second, our policy varies from the 
patterns of Soviet financial policy in the S.U. at the same time it 
bears no resemblance to KMT policy. 

Jap inviasion has made changes necessary. We are in a war sit­
uation. Will be long time. Hence our policy now based two fundamentals. 
First, to equip & supply Red Army. Second, to bring immediate economic 
relief & improvement to the people. 

Direct & indirect incomes of the Sov. Gov as follows. In cap. 
countries most gov. revenues derived from the masses. We on contrary im­
pose burden on the exploiting classes; landlords, big merchants, usurers, 
counter- revolutionary class. (A landlord is one who rents his land to 
tenant farmer & derives his principal income from exploitation of tenant 
or tenants, or from usury etc.) Those who rely hire labor not regarded 
as landlords.) In Sh nsi nothin. e.., 

Second item of income are taxes. n K., we call a single tax 
according farmers ability to pay. Poor peasants paid none; middle peasants 
paid moderate tax former tenants paid none, rich ~easants paid heavily. 
Tax varied from 1% to 5%; at most 5%. Land is equally distributed accoring 
to persons, not families. In K. in the end, taxes were abolished altogather. 
except land tax, in order to develop commerce. In Shfn~ we have so far 
collected no taxes at all. ~ 

IDhf third sour~e of income is from veluntary sacrifice of the 
neo~le. Pa riHt1c ree11ng was so high that many peasants made contributions 
~any gave o anAets, part of harvest. etc. 
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()_ Fourth item was People's Economy. In Kiangsi we had mines; 
turesten & walftyv employed more than 5,000 workers. Had we ~m~i~~u 
not been blockaded we could have exported much. Income derived also 
from coal mines, iron works, printing works, paper industry, a small 
gold mine. This doesn't include war industries. By development of People'· 
Economy we were able to increase our income very much. 

5) Indirect Income. We appealed to the masses to save & accumulat( 
their money to help the government. Every party, government, mass organ 
saved money for the soviet's us~. These savings largely made by economical 
practices; people urged to buy only Soviet products & try to balance for­
eign trade. 6) Confiscations 40% in Shensi. Soviets sent much money to 
Manchuria also to fighters in Shanghai. 6) In Kiangsi we built customs 
stations on our frontiers & this was a source of income. 

Our financial policy is but one part of the general economic 
policy. In order to supply H.A. & the life of our worker& soldiers we 
must have other economical policies besides fiscal. We produced bumper 
rice crops & exported for sale; also tungsten, coal, some iron, linen(?) 
drugs etc. In exchange for this we imported peoples' necessities; cloth, 
cotton yarn, steel, machinery, medicines, salts, chemicals. Foreign 
trade enabled exchange of products. We did not seek a monomoly; we sought 
to expand our trade. Only a small part of commerce conducted ~y gov., 
majority was private trade. 

Currency In KMT districts many different 
foreign, native, provincial, shop, etc. In Soviet 
one kind of currency. This is the currency of the 
Widely circulated among people & greatly trusted. 
have purchasing power. Because the coops provide 
So circulation of our currency very healthy. 

kinds of banknotes -
areas there exists only 
Soviet State Bank. 
Why? Because they 

them with necessities. 

Currency a complex problem. America had much gold, England also 
yet off gold reserve, adopted modified inflation. Money represents value, 
not reserve. Most countries now adopting unredeemable paper money. Our 
Soviet money is readily accepted for export trade or international payments. 
we must of course, deal in gold & silver exchange. In Soviet areas this 
is not necessary. Notes poorly circulated in white districts~ border 
regions. 

Besides paper notes we keep a reserve of gold, silver, foreign 
currencies, etc. This reserve is used to balance our foreign trade. 
Just now there is an unfavorable balance of trade. Must import more than 
we export, due to blockade, and difficulties of export. Hence we have to 
pay in gold, silver or foreign currencies, for imports. This money comes 
from confiscations of landlords; usurers hoardings. 

In order to become self-sufficeint in necessities, in order to 
render currency sound, we must devote our attention to developing industry. 
Paper, tobacco, camphor, lumber, linen, handicrafts, remained in private 
control but under government supervision; s.y. lent them money, Some organ­
ized own cooperatives. Because of economical crises all over China these 
industries were at first in a depressed state; gradually recovered. In 
additipn we began to build state industries; paper, sugar, tobacco, tungsten 
etc. but most important & predominant part were private industries. Other 
sov. war industries; arsenals (3 in Kiangsi), printing house, mint, cloth­
ing factories. 

Cooperation occupies sig. role in our people's economy. Cooperative! 
are operated mainly for consumers rather than producers. Peasants pay 
50 each for share in cooperatives. When commodities are scarce only coop 
members can buy. When plentiful open to public. Distribution of commodites 
in Soviet districts, with development, will be greatly facilitated4 Co­
operatives also help in distribution, help in collection of export goods 
for sale to gov., in developing local industries. In Kiangsi we had a 
cent r- al union of cooperatives, a system very well organized. 

State Export & Import Bureau; ila:n:xgK:SX Our silver gold reserve 
insufficient for trade. Our export bureau collects native produ~ed goods. 
iH Sffnsi ~e fiollect ~ruit animals for ~xport. At different points along 

e on~ we ave est~o~isRea import orfices. MMT unsecceeded in maintaining 
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street blockade. Small merchants ready to trade; smuggling easy. Imported 
goods given to provincial cooperatives. 

As to private merchants, we help them develop commerce. We don't 
hinder their activity. We don't overtax them. Under KMT the taxes imposed 
are terrific. In Kiangsi the merchants were taxed only if their capital 
exceeded $1,000 & if they had profit return. Taxed 1½% of their profit. 
If capital larger they were taxed more. If profit larger taxes as high as 

, 2%. Even this light business tax is not collected here (Shansi) In 
Wayapao commerce developed very rapidly due to absence of taxes. Customs 
tarriff also light; none on necessities in Shansi. Luxuries, cigarettes, 
toothpaste, perfume, expensive soaps. ' 

Unification of Finance: Every dollar collected by the soviet 
organs or by the R.A. is handed over to the Finance Commissariat. Every 
dollar spent mµst be entered on the budget. Budget approved in advance 
by Finance Committee. Budget system is used by Soviet, and actually carried 
out, unlike KMT. In R.A. there is special committee for taking care of 
Financial Collections, etc. and no disbursements can be made without approvaJ 
of Finance Com. Each army had a monthly budget; extra expenditures must 
be approved in advance. . 

In order to develop industry, agriculture & commerce we lend money 
to merchants, peasants & industrialists. Short-term & long-term loans. 
Rates of interest is from 2 - 4%. Half year loans pay only 2%: year loan 
up to 4%. Peasants (poor) and R.A. men pay no interest on loans. 

This spring we made a Spring Sowing Loan to poor peasants for seeds 
tools, etc., for hal year and year at 3%. Formerly KMT rates very heavy. 
Only in North Shansi, in a few districts, we have loaned $100,000 to the 
peasantry. "Not much, but · formerly, under KMT, we got nothing. Now under • 
S.G. we get land & money at no interest. Therefore we don't want to take 
money unless its necessary. Keep it for the Red Army." Merchants can 
borrow at 5% CGops pay only 4% for loans. 

Organization of Finance Commissariat: 
1. Bureau of Accounting 
2. Bureau of Confiscations 
3. Treasury 

Government: 
Budget Commission 
Commissariat of Peoples• Economy 

1. Bureau of Cooperatives 
2. Foreign Trade 
3. Industrial Production 
4. Statistical Bureau (in Kiangsi) 
5. Planning Commission 11 11 

In every province also a Finance Comm and a Comm. of Peoples' 
Economy. 

Red Army Food, clothing, allowances, provided by Finance 
Commission. Each fighter gets 2 0~ 3 dollars (when there is money) per 
month. In Kwangsi each got 4.8 dollars per month: If in white districts 
they confiscated food & clothing this allowance not giveno Food especially 
good. Pork in White Ammy a rarity.in R.A. plentiful, due to confiscations. 
Also get a little money for their"own use. In Soviet districts life isn't 
so goodz for soldiers as on the march; everything already been confiscated. 
Hence incentive for new conquests. In White Army soldiers try to remit 
money to families; salaries so low they cannot. In R.A. just the opposite. 

• families send money to Red troops; their land is tilled for them at homeo ·u Liging Condition of Peonle 
Workers formerly got only $3.00 per month in Kiangsi. With 

increase of wages they were getting 4.30 per month. 10 times increase. 
This had to be altered because in present state of Sineconomic development 
employer can make no profit. In Sh nsi we have had to modify our policy. 
Raised wages; 
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